


We are a g rou p o f you n g peasan ts , l a n d l e s s an d p rospect i ve peasan ts , a s

we l l a s peop l e wh o a re ta k i n g back con tro l o ve r food p rod u ct i o n .

We u n d e rs ta n d “ peasan ts ” a s peop l e wh o p rod u ce food on a sma l l s ca l e , fo r

th em se l ve s o r fo r th e commu n i ty, p os s i b l y se l l i n g a pa rt o f i t . Th i s a l s o

i n c l u d e s ag r i cu l tu ra l wo rke rs .

We su ppo rt a n d en cou rag e peop l e to s ta y on th e l a n d an d g o back to th e

cou n trys i d e . We p romo te food sove re i g n ty ( a s d e fi n e d i n th e N yé l é n i

d ec l a ra t i o n ) a n d peasan t a g r i cu l tu re , p a rt i cu l a r l y amon g you n g peop l e an d

u rban dwe l l e rs , a s we l l a s a l te rn a t i ve ways o f l i fe . I n E u rope , th e con cep t

‘ food sove re i g n ty ’ i s n o t ve ry common an d cou l d be c l a r i fi e d wi th i d ea s su ch

as ‘ food au ton omy ’ a n d con tro l o ve r food sys tem s by i n c l u s i ve commu n i t i e s ,

n o t on l y n a t i o n s o r s ta te s . We a re d e te rm i n ed to crea te a l te rn a t i ve s to

cap i ta l i sm th rou g h coope ra t i ve , co l l e c t i ve , a u ton omou s , rea l - n eed s -o r i e n te d ,

sma l l - s ca l e p rod u ct i o n an d i n i t i a t i ve s . We a re pu t t i n g th eo ry i n to p ract i ce an d

l i n k i n g l o ca l p ra ct i ca l a c t i o n wi th g l oba l po l i t i ca l s t ru g g l e s .

I n o rd e r to ach i e ve th i s , we pa rt i c i p a te i n l o ca l a c t i o n s th rou g h act i v i s t g rou ps

an d coope ra te wi th ex i s t i n g i n i t i a t i ve s . Th i s i s wh y we ch oose n o t to be a

h omog en eou s g rou p , b u t to open u p to th e d i ve rs i ty o f a cto rs fi g h t i n g th e

cap i ta l i s t food p rod u ct i o n mod e l . We ad d re s s th e i s s u es o f access to l a n d ,

co l l e c t i ve fa rm i n g , s eed r i g h ts an d seed exch an g e . We s tre n g th en th e i m pact

o f ou r wo rk th rou g h coope ra t i o n wi th act i v i s ts wh o focu s on d i ffe re n t ta sks

bu t wh o sh a re th e same v i s i o n .

N eve rth e l e s s , o u r open n ess h as some l i m i ts . We a re d e te rm i n ed to ta ke back

con tro l o ve r ou r l i ve s an d re fu se an y fo rm o f au th o r i ta r i a n i sm an d h i e ra rch y.

We respect n a tu re an d l i v i n g be i n g s , b u t w i l l n e i th e r a ccep t n o r to l e ra te an y

fo rm o f d i s cr i m i n a t i o n , b e i t b a sed on race , re l i g i o n , g en d e r, n a t i o n a l i ty,

s e xu a l o r i e n ta t i o n o r soc i a l s ta tu s . We re fu se an d wi l l a c t i ve l y oppose eve ry

fo rm o f exp l o i ta t i o n o f o th e r peop l e . Wi th th e same fo rce an d en e rg y, we act

w i th k i n d n ess an d con v i v i a l i ty, m ak i n g so l i d a r i ty a con cre te p ract i ce o f ou r

d a i l y l i fe .

We su ppo rt th e s t ru g g l e s an d v i s i o n s o f l a Vi a Campes i n a , a n d wo rk to

s t re n g th en th em amon g you n g Eu ropean peop l e . We wi s h to sh a re th e

kn owl e d g e an d th e expe ri e n ce from yea rs o f s t ru g g l e an d peasan t l i fe a n d

en r i ch i t w i th th e pe rspect i ve s an d s tre n g th o f th ose o f u s wh o a re n o t

peasan ts , o r n o t ye t peasan ts . We a l l s u ffe r th e con seq u en ces o f th e same

po l i c i e s , a n d a re a l l p a rt o f th e same fi g h t .



Food , l a n d , s eed , wa te r a n d i n d i g en ou s kn owl e d g e a re too i m po rta n t to be

commod i fi e d o r cen tra l i s e d i n th e we l l - kn own cap i ta l i s t way. We res i s t th e

l o g i c o f m ak i n g p ro fi t o f ou r ways o f l i fe . We a re wo rk i n g on an d a l re ad y

p ract i c i n g a con sen su a l way o f peasan t l i fe a n d a l te rn a t i ve ways o f l i v i n g an d

fa rm i n g tog e th e r. Th e re fo re we Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s !

We d ec l a re ou r so l i d a r i ty w i th th e peop l e i n Ros i a M on ta n a wh o h ave

d e fen d ed th e i r l a n d fo r 1 0 yea rs ag a i n s t cr i m i n a l co rpo ra te l a n d g rabb i n g ,

robbe ry an d exp l o i ta t i o n . Ros i a M on ta n a i s a v i l l a g e i n th e Apu sen i M ou n ta i n s

i n Roman i a , u n d e r th rea t o f be i n g d es troyed by a g o l d m i n i n g p ro j e c t i n th e

n ame o f p ro fi t .

Th e re a re man y o th e r fi g h ts fo r a ccess an d con tro l a rou n d l a n d th rou g h ou t

E u rope an d e l s ewh e re , a n d man y s to r i e s to te l l a n d expe ri e n ces to sh a re .

I f you a re o r d ream o f be i n g a peasan t , u rban g a rd en e r, s u s ta i n ab l e fi s h e r,

b ee keepe r, a c t i v i s t , W th en j o i n u s a t th e 3 rd Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s Camp wh i ch

wi l l ta ke p l a ce i n Ros i a M on ta n a from 2 1 s t to 30 th Sep tembe r 2 0 1 1 .

We wan t to crea te a common space tog e th e r _ sh a re expe ri e n ces an d

rea l i t i e s _ exch an g e sk i l l s a n d kn owl e d g e _ make th e movemen t g row _ pu t

ou r en e rg i e s tog e th e r _ re i n fo rce l o ca l m ovemen ts an d s tru g g l e s _ fi n d th e

l i n ks be tween each o th e r an d o th e r an t i - cap i ta l i s t a n d an t i - co l o n i a l i s t

m ovemen ts_ ce l e b ra te ou r s t ru g g l e s tog e th e r.
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Du ri n g th i s camp we wi l l h o l d th e Gen e ra l Assemb l y o f Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s , to

h ea r u pd a te s from campa i g n s ove r th e l a s t two yea rs an d l ook ah ead to th e

fu tu re o f th e con s te l l a t i o n . We wi l l a l s o crea te oppo rtu n i t i e s to l e a rn abou t

a ccess to l a n d an d food sove re i g n ty, a n d make rea l p l a n s an d exch an g es o f

seed s , i d ea s fo r d i re c t a ct i o n , re s i s ta n ce , a g r i cu l tu ra l p ra ct i ce s , g en d e r

i s s u es . . .

Th e p rog ram i s pa rt i c i p a t i ve an d wi l l i n vo l ve a l a rg e va ri e ty o f wo rksh ops ,

p ra ct i ca l a c t i v i t i e s , cu l tu ra l e ven ts an d mos t o f a l l , t i m e to g e t to kn ow each

o th e r to sh a re an d l e a rn . We d epen d on con tr i b u t i o n s by a l l p a rt i c i p a n ts , s o i f

you wan t to h o l d a wo rksh op , i f you a re an a rt i s t , a co l l e c t i ve , o r h ave o th e r

sk i l l s you wan t to sh a re , con ta ct u s an d con tr i b u te to th e r i ch n ess o f th e

camp .





Th e k i tch en an d th e l o g i s t i cs o f th e camp a re o rg an i zed co l l e c t i ve l y. You wi l l

b e a pa rt o f th e camp as i t h appen s . We wan t to h o l d th i s camp as a ch i l d re n -

fr i e n d l y space . Ch i l d ca re wi l l b e o rg an i zed co l l e c t i ve l y so th a t e ve ry pe rson

can be ab l e to pa rt i c i p a te a s h e - s h e p l e a ses .

We wi l l a s k fo r d on a t i o n s , b u t peop l e wh o h ave d i ffi cu l t i e s com i n g to th e camp

fo r fi n a n c i a l re a son s , can con ta ct u s an d we wi l l t ry to fi n d fi n a n c i a l s u ppo rt to

make you r com i n g poss i b l e .

Ch eck ou t www. rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg fo r mo re i n fo an d reg i s te r a s soon as

poss i b l e .

Con ta ct : camp20 1 1 @rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg

PUTTING TOGETHER THE NEXT RECLAIM THE F IELDS CAMP

PROGRAM

As you may kn ow we a re o rg an i z i n g ou r n ext Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s camp i n

Roman i a from th e 2 1 th to 30 o f sep tembe r.

D u r i n g ou r l a s t a s semb l i e s , l o ts o f i d ea s abou t con te n t fo r th e camp h ave been

b rou g h t u p .

N ow th e p rocess i s mov i n g on , a s we a re try i n g to sh ape th e p rog ram o f th e

u pcom i n g camp . I n th i s co l l e c t i ve p rocess th e camp i s d epen d an t on

eve rybod ys con tr i b u t i o n s !

S o p l e a se , i f you wan t to h o l d a wo rksh op , a re an a rt i s t /co l l e c t i ve an d wou l d

l i ke to pe rfo rm , o r kn ow peop l e wh o wou l d l i ke to con tr i b u te to th e camp ' s

p rog ram , p l e a se l e t u s kn ow a t p rog ram@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg !

We a l s o n eed more peop l e to g e t i n vo l ved i n th e p repa ra t i o n o f th e camp

i ts e l f.

h op i n g to read you soon

th e prog ram team . . . _

I M PORTANT: I f you wan t to h e l p u s bu i l d i n g th i s camp you can con ta ct th e

d i ffe re n ts team a t :

< p rog ram@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg > P rog ram /M e th od o l o g y

< fu n d ra i s i n g@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg >

< l o g i s t i cs@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg >

< camp20 1 1 @rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg > Gen e ra l Qu es t i o n abou t th e camp

<ca ravan@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg > P ro j e c t to g o to eas te rn eu rope to p romo te

th e Camp

<eas te rn eu rope@rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg > Co l l e c t i n g con ta cts o f peop l e o r

o rg an i s a t i o n th a t wou l d be i n te re s te d i n th e Camp

Or i f you wan t to j o i n t th e team th a t O rg an i s e th e Camp p l ea se reg i s te r to th e

ma i l i n g l i s t b e l ow.

h t tp : / / l i s ts . re c l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg /m a i l m an / l i s t i n fo /camp -wo rk i n g - g rou p



We are g o i n g to ta ke t i m e ou t to re fl e c t u pon two -yea rs wo rth o f th e Rec l a i m

th e F i e l d s p rocess , o f th e camp a t C rav i ro l a i n F ran ce an d th a t i n Ros i a

M on ta n a , Roman i a . We wi l l th e n wo rk tog e th e r to e s tab l i s h wh e re we a re g o i n g

from h e re .

S o th a t e ve ryon e – n ew an d o l d – can fee l we l come an d pa rt o f th e p rocess , i t

wou l d be u se fu l i f th o se com i n g can h ave a l ook a t th e ag en d a be fo re th ey

come (n o tab l y 1 . wh o we a re an d , 2 . th e backg rou n d o f th e s i te a l o n g wi th th e

‘ d ec i s i o n s ’ re po rt from Crav i ro l a ) .

I n o rd e r to be p repa red fo r th e mee t i n g i ts e l f, i f e ve ryon e cou l d h ave a l s o read

th e summari e s o f th e d i ffe re n t wo rk i n g g rou ps ( seed s , fa rm co l l e c t i ve s ,

t ra i n i n g n e two rk , l a n d access , th e fi g h t a g a i n s t a g r i b u s i n e s ses /m eg a -p ro j e c ts ,

g en d e r, con sen su s - d ec i s i o n mak i n g an d pe rh aps th e re a re more I h aven ’ t

th ou g h t o fW )

I n th e same way, th e d i ffe re n t l o ca l g rou ps , pa rt i cu l a r l y th ose wh o h ave ca rr i e d

ou t on e o r mo re act i o n s , a re we l come to pu t to g e th e r a summary o f th e i r

e xpe ri e n ces .

To g e t th e mos t ou t o f th i s RTF g a th e r i n g , i t i s n ecessa ry fo r th e p repa ra t i o n

we d o to be co l l e c t i ve an d th a t i t b eg i n s be fo re th e camp – th en we wi l l h a ve a

p re l i m i n a ry d ocumen t wh i ch i n tu rn wi l l m ake i t e a s i e r fo r o th e rs to g e t

i n vo l ved i n re c l ama t i o n .

I n o rd e r to ra i s e a s mu ch awa ren ess abou t th e g a th e r i n g a s poss i b l e , th e re i s

a ca l l o u t to co l l e c t to g e th e r pamph l e ts a n d pos te rs mad e to su i t th e RTF

im ag e (w i th i ts n ame o r n o t – b i g d eba te ) – th e u l t i m a te a i m i s to pu t to g e th e r

an exh i b i t i o n fo r th e Roman i a camp (con ta ct k i s te r@n o - l o g . o rg )

I f th e re a re o th e r i d ea s a t th e momen t , e ve ry th i n g i s open to su g g es t i o n ; j u s t

l i ke th e se t t i n g u p o f th e camp , th e p rocess i s open to a l l .

Remembe r th a t th e g rou p ag en d a ch an g es from mee t i n g to mee t i n g bu t i t i s

n o t n ecessa ri l y th ose wh o h os t th e g a th e r i n g wh o pu t i t to g e th e r; th e re a re

a l ways ways to sen d i n n o t i ce s an d th e ‘ ca rro ts ’ a re a fu n ct i o n i n g g rou p open

to th ose wh o come to g a th e r i n g s .
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Th i s w i n te r m a rks th e beg i n n i n g o f th e revo l t o f m an y n a t i o n s ag a i n s t th e i r

d i c ta to rs , s ome o f wh om h ave n ow l e ft o ffi ce , a n d th e movemen t con t i n u e s .

I t i s a b rea th o f fre sh a i r fo r th e wh o l e wo rl d , th e re tu rn o f th e r i g h t to r i s e u p



i n th e fa ce o f a po l i t i ca l i m passe wh i ch h as been p re sen te d as th e en d o f

h i s to ry an d some th i n g th a t we mu s t re s i g n ed l y accep t .

Th e d r i v i n g fo rce beh i n d i t comes from th e you th ( th e ma j o r i ty o f wh om a re

from th e l owes t s t ra ta o f soc i e ty ) wh o a re n o t w i l l i n g to accep t a comp rom i se

an d wh o d ream o f crea t i n g some th i n g n ew wi th ou t s t r i c t l e a d e rsh i p .

S u ch a revo l t e ch oes o th e r re s i s ta n ce movemen ts , s u ch as th a t o f th e G reek

you th s ag a i n s t th e I M F an d th e po l i ce , th e ma fi a i n powe r, th a t o f th e I ce l a n d i c

peop l e wh o re fu se to pay fo r th e fi n a n c i a l cr i s i s o f th e ban ks , th e m i n o r re vo l t

o f s tu d en ts i n I ta l y, i n th e UK, i n Au s tr i a , th e r i o ts o f th e su bu rb s i n F ran ce

seve ra l yea rs ag oW

Th rou g h ou t th i s re fu sa l to be re s i g n ed , i t i s c l e a r th a t to rea l l y s ta n d tog e th e r

g oes beyon d wo rd s ; th e on l y me th od i s to re j e c t th i s re s i g n a t i o n ou rse l ve s , to

ta ke th e o ffe n s i ve an d to s i g n a l o u r re fu sa l .

Wi th ou r va r i o u s d i ffe re n ces , th i s m essag e tou ch es u s to th e co re an d i t i s

w i th j o y an d d es i re th a t we see th i s yea r beg i n .

Cou rag e to a l l .

O n e o f th e th i n g s wh i ch came ou t o f th e E u ropean mee t i n g wh i ch h appen ed i n

Au s tr i a was th a t d e sp i te ou r e ffo rts , we h ave n o t ta ken th e movemen t to th e

eas t . Th e i d ea i s to p re sen t Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s an d th e camp i n Roman i a , th e

H u n g a ri a n fi l m , s ome d eba te s , a n ove rv i ew o f th e s i tu a t i o n i n M on ta n a , 4

t ra n s l a te d pag es i n a l l o f th e eas te rn l a n g u ag es ( exp l a i n i n g wh o we a re ,

a bou t th e fi e l d e tc ) . I th i n k th a t we wi l l n eed a t l e a s t 1 ca r, 1 5 d ays an d two

peop l e from ri ch E u rope , on e from H u n g a ry an d on e from Roman i a . F o r pe tro l

th e camp bu d g e t w i l l b e u sed ( th e re i s th e poss i b i l i ty to ad van ce th e amou n t ) .

F o r th e ca r, I w i l l a s k i n Lon g o . Wi th re g a rd s to p l a ces to v i s i t , th e i d ea i s to

g o to th e cou n tr i e s wh e re we kn ow l ea s t peop l e , s i n ce fo r th ose i n wh i ch we

kn ow peop l e i t w i l l s u ffi ce to sen d th em th e i n fo rma t i o n .

I f th e fu n d ra i s i n g d ocumen ts a re read y on t i m e , i t i s fo re seeab l e to pay th e

tra ve l o f 2 0 0 eas te rn fr i e n d s wh o a re fa r away to come to th e camp . I th i n k

th a t S l o ven i a , Czech Repu b l i c a n d above a l l P o l a n d a re fea s i b l e . L i th u an i a ,

E s ton i a an d La tv i a a re ve ry fa r away. Roman a h as sa i d th a t s h e h as a

re l a t i o n sh i p w i th th e M aced on i a n s . Wh a t d o you th i n k o f th i s ? I am th i n k i n g

o f a t ru ck from 1 7 th to 30 th o f J u n e ! An yon e to wh om i t a ppea l s to come i s

we l come , e spec i a l l y w i th a b i t o f kn owl e d g e o f fo re i g n l a n g u ag es ( s i n ce I ’ m

p re t ty bad apa rt from F ren ch ) .



I n i t i a l e s t i m a t i o n :

1 . F rom F ran ce to Au s tr i a + G raz o r Vi e n n a 1 0 h 43 1 0 90 km 1 38 eu ros+ 1 0

t i cke ts

2 . F rom Au s tr i a to H u n g a ry +Bu d apes t 3 h 43 404 km 51 eu ros

3 . H u n g a ry to S l ovak i a +B ra t i s l a va 1 h 57 2 0 1 km 25 , 50 eu ros

4 . S l o vak i a to Czech Repu b l i c +B rn o 1 h 1 7 1 2 9 km 1 6 , 3 5 eu ros

5 . Czech Repu b l i c +P rag u e 2 h 06 2 1 0 km 26 , 7 0 eu ros

6 . to 1 0 . (Po l a n d wi th Wroc l aw, pozn an , B yd g oszcz , Tro j m i a s t , Wa rsaw) 9h 1 5

642 km 78 eu ros 1 1 to 1 2 . Po l a n d to S l ovak i a + p re sov 7h 45 462 km 55 eu ros

1 3 . S l o ven i a to H u n g a ry + N y l re g yth oza 2 h 55 2 30 km 28 . 5 1 eu ros

1 4 . H u n g a ry to S l oven i a + M a ri b o r ou L j u b l j a n a 5h 2 8 577 km 73 , 3 9 eu ros

1 5 . S l o ven i a to F ran ce 1 0 h 2 3 1 0 35km 1 30 , 9 4 eu ros

Ou twa rd an d re tu rn F ran ce - Au s tr i a 2 1 h 0 0 2 1 2 5 km 300 eu ros

re tu rn 32 h 2 6 2 855 km 354 , 8 6 eu ros

g l oba l 5 3 h 2 6 4980 km 654 , 8 6 eu ros

I f we d o th e ou twa rd an d re tu rn i n 2 d ays

re tu rn 1 3 d ays

i f 2 h 46 pe r d ay

2 1 6 km pe r d ay

2 7 eu ros g aso i l p e r d ay

On l y i n pe tro l 6 4 0 eu ros ( fo re seen 1 0 00+ p l u s u n fo re seen )



Hello , Th is is a persona l ana lyse on the evolution of Recla im the fie lds and

the questions tha t we are facing.

See you, Morgan

J u n e 2 007 , a n t i -G 8 mob i l i s a t i o n i n Roctock , G e rman y. 1 s t you th a ssemb l y fo r

th e access to l a n d an d fa rm i n g . Abou t 8 0 peop l e come fo r a two -h ou rs

d i s cu s s i o n ma i n l y on obs ta c l e s to s ta rt a fa rm i n ou r d i ffe re n t E u ropean

con texts .

F rom th e re , a sma l l g rou p o f you n g peop l e membe r o f peasan t o rg an i s a t i o n s

(POs ) d ec i d e to s ta rt a p rocess fo r « you th » i n s i d e th e E u ropean

Coo rd i n a t i o n Vi a Campes i n a (ECVC) .

N ovembe r 2 007 , M ee t i n g i n ba sq Cou n try h os te d by th e PO EHNE . Abou t 1 0

peop l e sen t b y peasan t o rg an i s a t i o n s from d i ffe re n t E u ropean cou n tr i e s j o i n

a n d d ec i d e to o rg an i ze a you th camp th e n ext s ummer. Two mee t i n g s ta ke

p l a ce ea rl y 2 0 08 , i n S t Den i s , F ra n ce an d Wi tzen h au sen , G e rman y.

S ep tembe r 2 008 , « Fa rm i n g a coo l fu tu re » camp i n Swed en a t H o l m a fa rm

co -o rg an i ze d by th e you th o f ECVC an d You n g F ri e n d s o f th e Ea rth E u rope , i n

pa ra l l e l to E u ropean Soc i a l F o rum . Abou t 1 50 peop l e j o i n . Th e camp i s

focu sed on p ract i ca l a l te rn a t i ve s , l i ke crea t i n g a con sume r-p rod u ce r

coope ra t i ve , p rod u c i n g ch eese , a g ro fo re s t ry, e tc . S t ron g en th ou s i a sm to g o

fu rth e r tog e th e r. Pa rt o f th e peop l e wh o wan t to j o i n a re n o t m embe r o f POs .

We d ec i d e th a t i t s h ou l d n o t be an obs ta c l e .

Octobe r 2 008 , 5 th Vi a Campes i n a i n te rn a t i o n a l con fe ren ce i n M ozamb i q u e .

1 /3 o f d e l e g a te s h ave to be you n g peop l e . A g ood g rou p o f you n g Eu ropean s

j o i n th e You th Assemb l y, i n c l u d i n g some wh o a re n o t m embe r o f ECVC

org an i za t i o n s . At th e i n te rn a t i o n a l l e ve l , i t i s d ec i d ed to o rg an i ze a you th

g a th e r i n g i n 2 0 1 0 i n Spa i n .

N ovembe r 2 008 , m ee t i n g i n B e l g i um wi th abou t 1 5 peop l e . D ec i s i o n to ta ke

th e n ame « Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s , You n g Eu ropean s wa l k i n g wi th Vi a

Campes i n a » . We d e fi n e « Wh o we a re » , « ou r va l u e s » , « ou r g oa l » a n d

« ou r act i v i t i e s » ( th i s i s a l l o n www. rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg ) . We d ec i d e to

o rg an i ze a Eu ropean camp i n 2 009 l i n ked to th e i n te rn a t i o n a l Vi a Campes i n a

g a th e r i n g i n Spa i n .

M a rch , J u n e , Au g u s t 2 0 09 , th ree mee t i n g s to p repa re th e C rav i ro l a camp , fi rs t

i n Wag en i n g en (N ed e rl a n d s ) , th e n C rav i ro l a (F ra n ce ) , th e n Gen eva

(Swi tze r l a n d ) .



Be tween H o l m a camp an d Crav i ro l a camp , th ree « l o ca l » g rou ps a re crea te i n

Swed en , Swi tze r l a n d an d Be l g i um . Th ey a re a l l ve ry d i ffe re n t from each o th e r.

Octobe r 2 009 , « Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s » camp i n C rav i ro l a , F ra n ce , wh e re abou t

4 0 0 peop l e j o i n from a g rea t d i ve rs i ty o f E u ropean cou n tr i e s . A l o t o f

wo rksh ops on s ta rt i n g a fa rm , a ccess to l a n d , a l te rn a t i ve ag r i cu l tu ra l

p ra ct i ce s , co l l e c t i ve d yn am i cs , e tc . On th e l a s t d ay, we h ave an assemb l y to

d ec i d e wh a t we can d o tog e th e r. A l o t o f peop l e exp re s s th e wi l l to j o i n

fu rth e r.

F o l l ow i n g th e camp i n C rav i ro l a , n ew d yn am i cs a re bo rn i n seve ra l p l a ce s i n

F ran ce , N o rway an d H u n g a ry. Th e re i s a l s o a s tron g i n te re s t i n G e rman y an d

Spa i n .

S ome n e two rks a l s o sh ow an i n te re s t fo r RTF, fo r examp l e th e n e two rk o f

coope ra t i ve fa rm s Lon g oM a i .

D ecembe r 2 009 , m ob i l i s a t i o n s i n Copen h ag en , Vi a Campes i n a o ffe r to

Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s to s ta y wi th th em i n a sch oo l a n d to ta ke pa rt j o i n t l y to th e

mob i l i za t i o n s . Abou t 50 peop l e j o i n . Th e Swed i s h g rou p M ykh o ryzza o rg an i ze s

a sou p k i tch en wi th veg e tab l e s th a t th ey h ave g rown a l l to g e th e r d u r i n g th e

wh o l e yea r: g rea t s u ccess . I t ' s th e fi rs t t i m e th a t we take pa rt to a b i g

mob i l i za t i o n a s a g rou p rec l a i m th e fi e l d s an d a l s o te fi rs t t i m e th a t Vi a

campes i n a an d Rec l a i m th e fi e l d s d o some th i n g tog e th e r. On th e l a s t d ay,

e ve rybod y i s ve ry h appy abou t h ow i t wen t (we we re h appy to be th e re

tog e th e r, s h a r i n g a l o t o f i d ea s an d

way o f d o i n g th i n g s ) a n d on th e

re l a t i o n wi th o th e rs (Vi a campes i n a ,

C J A) .

Where we are an d cu rren t

q u es t i on s

Th i s p rocess l e a d peop l e from

d i ffe re n t E u ropean cou n tr i e s to mee t

a n d to exch an g e on s ta r i n g a fa rm ,

co l l e c t i ve d yn am i cs , re - ta k i n g th e

con tro l o ve r food p rod u ct i o n , a ccess

to l a n d , e tc . . . F i n d i n g ou t th a t th e re

a re a l o t o f peop l e a l l o ve r E u rope

sh a ri n g th e same d ream s an d an g e r

g ave u s a l o t o f e n e rg y. Th i s i s th e

g rea t s t re n g h o f camps l i ke th e on e

i n C rav i ro l a , ye t i f we repea t i t won ' t

we be bo red ? I s n ' t th e re th e r i s k th a t

i t ta ke s a l l o u r e n e rg y i n s tead o f

wo rk i n g on more p ract i ca l th i n g s?

We h ave wan te d to b reak fron t i e rs

be tween p ro fe s s i o n a l fa rm e rs an d



th o se wh o p rod u ce food fo r se l f- con sump t i o n , a rou n d th e j o i n t i d ea o f

co l l e c t i ve re -app rop ri a t i o n o f food p rod u ct i o n . We h ave tr i e d to l i n k u rban

g a rd en s wi th peasan t fa rm i n g , con sume rs -p rod u ce rs i n i t i a t i ve s wi th l a n d

sq u a t te rs , e tc . On e i m po rta n t s tep fo r d o i n g so h as been to d i s cu s s a n ew

d e fi n i t i o n o f « peasan t » n o t a cco rd i n g to an o ffi c i a l s ta tu s bu t a cco rd i n g to an

act i v i ty o f food p rod u ct i o n an d l i n k wi th a te rr i to ry. I t i s s t i l l a ch a l l e n g e to

wo rk tog e th e r i n ou r d i ve rs i ty, b e tween th e « ch i l d re n o f fa rme rs » ,

e n v i ro nmen ta l i s ts , a u ton omou s peop l e , th ose l i n ked to peasa t o rg an i s a t i o n s

an d u rban s from co l l e c t i ve g a rd en s , e tc . I t ' s n o t ea sy, b u t i t ' s ce rta i n l y wh a t

makes rec l a i m th e fi e l d s an i n te re s t i n g space . H ow can we p re se rve th i s

d i ve rs i ty?

I n th e beg i n n i n g , E u ropean Coo rd i n a t i o n Vi a Campes i n a d i d n o t q u i te

u n d e rs ta n d th i s « you th g rou p » wh i ch bo th wan t to be au ton omou s an d to be

l i n ked wi th Vi a Campes i n a . Th e d ec i s i o n to ta ke th e n ame « rec l a i m th e

fi e l d s » i n crea sed th e con fu s i o n fo r th em . Fo r u s , C rav i ro l a camp was a

ch a l l e n g e to exp l a i n th a t th e rea son fo r h av i n g so few you n g peop l e i n peasan t

o rg an i s a t i o n s , was n o t a l a ck o f act i ve you n g peop l e i n te re s te d i n peasan t

i s s u es , b u t a p rob l em o f o rg an i za t i o n a l m od e l . We wan ted to sh ow th a t i f

you n g peop l e d on ' t j o i n POs , i t i s pa rt l y becau se th e se o rg an i s a t i o n s a re too

ve rt i ca l , to o bu reau cra t i c , to m u ch l obby-o r i e n te d . I t i s a n i s s u e o f d i ffe re n t

po l i t i ca l cu l tu re . We we re say i n g « We sh a re a l l you r i d ea s on food

sove re i g n ty, a g ra r i a n re fo rm , peasan t a g r i cu l tu re , b i o d i ve rs i ty, e tc , b u t we

wan t to d ec i d e ou rse l ve s h ow we d o th i n g s » . As Crav i ro l a camp was a

su ccess , ECVC s ta rte d to be mu ch more pos i t i ve abou t i t . I n Copen h ag en ,

s h a r i n g th e sch oo l a n d g o i n g tog e th e r i n mob i l i za t i o n s s t re n g h te n th e mu tu a l

u n d e rs ta n d i n g . Ye t , wh i l e l a s t yea r s t i l l m o re th an 1 /3 o f peop l e ta k i n g pa rt to

RTF we re membe r o f ECVC org an i za t i o n s , n ow man y more peop l e wan t to j o i n

wh o a re n o t l i n ked to ECVC . So wh a t i s to d ay ou r l i n k wi th Vi a campes i n a? (Al l

th o se wh o we re act i ve i n RTF l a s t yea r a re a l re ad y t i re d wi th th i s d i s cu s s i o n ! )

Th e g rou p s ta rte d wi th a « you th » i d en t i ty. I t was n o t exc l u s i ve , b u t ra th e r a

wi l l to ta ke a space i n d eba te s mos t l y d om i n a te d by peop l e ove r 50 yea rs o l d ,

to speak abou t th e i s s u e o f access to l a n d amon g peop l e d i re c t l y a ffe cte d . I n

N ovembe r 2 008 , we d escr i b ed ou rse l ve s as « You n g peasan ts , l a n d l e s s

peop l e , p ro spect i ve peasan ts , p eop l e wh o wan t to ta ke back con tro l o ve r food

p rod u ct i o n » . I t wo rked p re t ty we l l a s i n m a j o r i ty « you n g peop l e » came to

C rav i ro l a . I s i t s t i l l n e cessa ry to keep be i n g « you n g » ?

U p to n ow, th e on l y o rg an i za t i o n a l too l we h ave been u s i n g i s « you th coo rd » ,

a ma i l i n g l i s t w i th abou t 2 0 peop l e wh i ch ma i n l y p repa re an d o rg an i ze th e

camps an d mee t i n g s . We h ad th e amb i t i o n to crea te a « movemen t » , ye t u n d e r

th i s pe rspect i ve we d i d n o t rea l l y s u cceed i n C rav i ro l a , a s man y q u es t i o n s

l i n ked to s t ru c tu r i n g a movemen t h ave n o t been d ea l t w i th ( l a ck i n g t i m e on

Su n d ay, o r l a ck i n g co l l e c t i ve wi l l ? ) .

H ow can we be more open ? H ow d o we wan t to o rg an i ze n ow th a t we a re mu ch

more peop l e ? Wh i ch s tra te g i e s d o we wan t to ta ke to ch an g e th e ba l a n ce o f

powe r fo r peasan t se t t l i n g an d l a n d sh a ri n g ? Do we wan t to be a n e two rk , a n

o rg an i s a t i o n , a coo rd i n a t i o n be tween l oca l g rou ps , a movemen t , th e o rg an i ze r

o f a yea rl y camp?



2 007

J u n e : An t i -G 8 mob i l i s t i o n i n Ros tock , G e rman y, fi rs t g a th e r i n g fo r a ccess to

l a n d an d

November: Ga th e r i n g i n B asq u e Cou n try an d d ec i s i o n to o rg an i s e a you th

camp

2008

Sep tember: “ F a rm i n g - a coo l fu tu re ” camp i n H o l m a , Swed en , co -o rg a i n sed

wi th F r i e n d s o f th e Ea rth i n pa ra l l e l w i th th e E u ropean Soc i a l F o rum

October: 5 th i n te rn a t i o n a l m ee t i n g o f Vi a Campes i n a , d ec i s i o n to o rg an i s e a

you th camp i n Spa i n

November: Ga th e r i n g i n B e l g i um d ec i d e s to ad op t th e n ame Rec l a i m th e

F i e l d s , comes u p wi th a “Wh o we a re ” se l f- d e scr i p t i o n an d to j o i n th e camp i n

Spa i n

2 009

October: RtF camp i n C rav i o l a , F ra n ce . 4 0 0 peop l e from va ri o u s E u ropean

cou n tr i e s , “ a ccess to Lan d ” wo rk i n g g rou p i s l a u n ch ed , d éma rra g e d u n e

fe rme , p ra t i q u e ag r i co l e a l te rn a t i ve , d yn am i q u e co l l e c t i ve . . .

December: mob i l i s a t i o n a t th e Copen h ag en C l i m a te Summ i t

2 0 1 0

Febru ary : g a th e r i n g i n B a rce l o n a

March : RtF take pa rt i n a seed sem i n a r i n G raz , Au s tr i a a n d i n a g a rd en

occu pa t i o n i n D i j o n , F ra n ce

Apri l : fi rs t i s s u e o f th e RtF Bu l l e t i n

1 7 Ap ri l R tF act i o n ag a i n s t M on san to i n B ru s s l e s , B e l g i um fo r th e i n te rn a t i o n a l

d a y o f peasan t s t ru g g l e

May: mee t i n g a t B as ta n ea r Be rl i o n , G e rman y

J u l y : “ n a t i o n a l ” RtF camp i n H u n g a ry a t “E a rth r i s e ”

Sep tember: 2 n d Bu l l e t i n

October: Ga th e r i n g a t Wi e se rh o i s l n ea r G raz , Au s tr i a

2 0 1 1

Febru ary : Bu l l e t i n N o 3

March : Ga th e r i n g a t G row H ea th row n ea r Lon d on , d ec i s i o n to h o l d th e 2 0 1 1

F rom th e beg i n n i n g , we h ave l i n ked th e peasan t i s s u e wi th m u ch more g l oba l

i s s u e s . F o r u s , p easan t s t ru g g l e s a re l i n ked wi th s t ru g g l e s to g e t ou t o f

cap i ta l i sm . Th e camp i n C rav i ro l a s h owed th a t th i s pe rspect i ve was sh a red by

a l o t o f peop l e . Th i s i s a l s o th e reason wh y we j o i n e d th e b l o ck « sys tem

ch an g e n o t c l i m a te ch an g e » i n Copen h ag en . Ye t , h ow can we e ffe ct i ve l y wo rk

fo r a ch an g e o f sys tem wi th ou t l o s i n g focu s on fa rm i n g ?



camp a t Ros i a M on ta n a , Roman i a

Apri l : 1 7 Ap ri l , s e ed mob i l i s a t i o n i n

B ru s se l s a n d l a n d occu pa t i o n i n G en eva ,

Swi tze r l a n d

May: open i n g o f a co l l e c t i ve sq u a t te d

fa rm ZAD N o tre Dames d es Lan d es ,

N an te s , F ra n ce

Sep tember: RtF Ga th e r i n g i n Ros i a

M on ta n a Roman i a

Accou n t o f C rav i o l a

B u l l e t i n s , g a th e r i n g i n v i ta t i o n s , s to r i e s

an d ph o tos

Ca l l fo r th e 2 0 1 1 g en e ra l Assemb l y

Ca l l ou t by fl ye r, pos te r, fl i m c l i ps , rad i o

& o th e r RtF documen ts to crea te an

exh i b i t i on sh owi n g th e RtF

con s te l l a t i on i n a l l i ts l i fe an d d i ve rs i ty

I n th e pas t twen ty yea rs i n Roman i a we h ave seen th e re s tru ctu r i n g o f

a g r i cu l tu re from th e commu n i s t s ys tem towa rd s a l i b e ra l ‘ m a rke t e con omy ’

s ys tem . Wi th en try i n to th e E u ropean U n i on i n 2 0 07 , Roman i a h a s beg u n to

fa ce a n ew se ri e s o f p rob l em s : th e t ra n s fo rma t i o n o f Roman i a n ag r i cu l tu re , a s

men t i o n ed be fo re , i s e xtreme l y rap i d , a n d i t i s n o t i m poss i b l e th a t th e fa ce o f

Roman i a n ag r i cu l tu re wi l l re semb l e , i n 2 0 yea rs , th a t o f o th e r EU membe r

cou n tr i e s : con cen tra t i o n o f th e l a n d , e n l a rg emen t o f fa rm s , ru ra l e xod u s , th e

u se o f h yb ri d sowi n g an d mech an i s a t i o n .

Roman i a i s a cou n try o f fa rme rs . Th i s can n o t e scape th e n o t i ce o f

t ra ve l l e rsW Al l o ve r th e cou n try, p eop l e wo rk th e l a n d , o fte n on l y w i th th e

su ppo rt o f th e h o rse . A th i rd o f th e act i ve popu l a t i o n a re fa rme rs . Th i s

pe rcen ta g e , h oweve r, a ppea rs to be rap i d l y d i m i n i s h i n g . O ffi c i a l Roman i a n

s ta t i s t i cs pu t th e fi g u re a t 2 8% i n 2 008 , wh e reas i t was s t i l l 3 5% i n 2 003 . On e

es t i m a te s th e re fo re th a t th e act i ve fa rm i n g popu l a t i o n i s ove r 2 . 6 m i l l i o n , th a t

i s to say, a d ecrease o f rou g h l y on e m i l l i o n i n fi ve yea rs . I n pa ra l l e l , a n

i n crea se i n em i g ra t i o n i s n o te d , towa rd s th e o th e r cou n tr i e s o f th e EU ,

Au s tra l i a , a n d Can ad a . As an i n d i ca t i o n , i n F ra n ce , th e act i ve ag r i cu l tu ra l

p opu l a t i o n i s l e s s th an 3% , wi th 805 , 8 57 emp l oyed i n ag r i cu l tu re i n 2 0 07

(acco rd i n g to I n see ) . I n te rm s o f mech an i s a t i o n , th e d i ffe re n ce be tween

F ran ce an d Roman i a i s a l s o su bs ta n t i a l . Acco rd i n g to th e FAO , i n 2 0 07 ,

Roman i a h ad 1 74 000 tra cto rs wh e reas i n F ran ce , th e re we re 1 . 1 3 5 m i l l i o n

t ra cto rs – o r mo re th an on e tra cto r pe r act i ve ag r i cu l tu ra l i s t ( p ropo rt i o n a l l y,

Con tac t k i s te r@n o - l o g . o rg



2 0 t i m es more th an i n Roman i a ) .

A du a l ag ri cu l tu re .

I n con tra s t to mos t E u ropean cou n tr i e s , Roman i a n fa rme rs a re c l e a r l y d i v i d e d

i n to two types : o n th e on e h an d , 2 . 6 m i l l i o n fa rm s o f l e s s th an on e h ecta re ,

wh i ch p ract i s e a peasan t - s ty l e a g r i cu l tu re , a n d on th e o th e r, 9 6 00 l a rg e fa rm s

o f mo re th an 1 0 0 h ecta re s . Th ese l a rg e fa rm s rece i ve th e g rea te r p ropo rt i o n o f

a g r i cu l tu ra l g ra n ts . I n F ra n ce , th e ave rag e s i ze o f fa rm s was , i n 2 0 00 , 4 2

h ecta re s ( compa red to 1 5 h ecta re s i n 1 955 , a fi g u re accompan i e d by a l a rg e

d ecrease i n th e i r to ta l n umbe r) . I n 2 0 06 , th e re was a to ta l o f 3 50 000 fa rm s i n

F ran ce .

Th e con tra s t i n g topog raph y o f Roman i a pa rt i a l l y e xp l a i n s th e d u a l i ty : to th e

eas t a n d i n th e n o rth o f th e cou n try, l a rg e mou n ta i n ou s zon es p red om i n a te

(Tran syvan i a , Va l a ch i , M o l d ova ) ; to th e wes t a n d th e sou th , a fe rt i l e p l a i n

wh e re more i n te n s i ve ag r i cu l tu re ta kes p l a ce . I t i s on th e se p l a i n s wh e re fi e l d s

o f g en e t i ca l l y m od i fi e d crops a re ma i n l y con cen tra te d . I t i s o fte n sa i d , a n d th e

examp l e o f Roman i a con fi rm s i t , th a t GMOs a re o f mo re i n te re s t i n l a rg e fa rm s .

Roman i a i s bo th an expo rte r o f p r i m a ry ag r i cu l tu ra l m a te r i a l s a n d i m po rte r o f

p rocessed food p rod u cts . I n 2 0 05 , p rocessed p rod u cts rep re sen te d 68% o f

i m po rts , wh e reas u n p rocessed g ood s rep re sen te d 59% o f expo rts . I n 2 0 09 ,

Roman i a was th e 5 th ag r i cu l tu ra l p rod u ce r i n th e EU , a n d ye t i m po rte d

ag r i food p rod u cts to th e va l u e o f 3 . 7 m i l l i o n eu ros . Th i s i m ba l a n ce i s l i n ked to

th e fa ct th a t th e l a rg e fa rm s , s u s ta i n e d by pu b l i c fu n d s sa tu ra te th e ma rke t

w i th p r i m a ry ma te r i a l s wh i ch th ey expo rt a t a l ow p ri ce , w i th ou t p rocess i n g .

Aban donmen t o f GM soya an d i n trod u ct i on o f corn (Mon 8 1 0 ) .

Tran sg en i c cu l tu re s i n Roman i a a re n o t a recen t

ph en omen on . Th e fi rs t GM p rod u cts we re i n t rod u ced

to th e cou n try i n 1 9 98 , w i th th e au th o r i s a t i o n o f 1 4

va r i e t i e s o f soya fo r commerc i a l cu l t i va t i o n , a l th ou g h

n o l e g i s l a t i o n p rov i d ed fo r th e eva l u a t i o n o r fo l l ow-u p

o f th e se cu l tu re s . At th e t i m e , GM soya was

con s i d e red from th e l e g i s l a t i ve s ta n d po i n t a s be i n g

eq u i va l e n t to con ven t i o n a l va r i e t i e s . Th e fi rs t o ffi c i a l

s ta t i s t i cs fo r GM soya d a te from 2004 . S u rfa ces sown

wi th GM soya to ta l l e d 552 3 h ecta re s i n 2 0 04 , 8 7600

i n 2 005 an d 1 372 75 i n 2 006 . B y th e t i m e Roman i a

became a membe r o f th e EU i n 2 007 , th e cu l t i va t i o n

o f GM crops was o ffi c i a l l y fo rb i d d en i n th e cou n try, to

con fo rm wi th E u ropean reg u l a t i o n s . I n d eed , n o GM

soya i s a u th o r i ze d fo r cu l t i va t i o n wi th i n th e EU .

I n th e same yea r, a fu rth e r con seq u en ce o f en try to

th e EU , was th e famou s co rn M on 8 1 0 , wh i ch was

au th o r i ze d fo r cu l t i va t i o n on Roman i a n te rr i to ry.



NGOs d en ou n ced th e au toma t i c a u th o r i za t i o n , m ad e wi th ou t p u b l i c con su l ta t i o n

an d wi th ou t e v i d en ce from i n d epen d en t s tu d i e s i n to th e i m pact o f GM co rn

cu l t i va t i o n on th e en v i ro nmen t a n d on Roman i a n ag r i cu l tu re g en e ra l l y.

E l s ewh e re , cu rre n t l y, n o su ch s tu d i e s a re en v i s a g ed . H oweve r, Roman i a i s a

cou n try wh e re ma i ze be l o n g s to a cu l tu ra l p a tr i m on y, a n d pa rt o f Roman i a n

g as tron omy i s based a rou n d co rn ( s u ch as mama l i g a ) . Th u s , i n th i s cou n try,

o n e can fi n d a ve ry l a rg e g en e t i c d i ve rs i ty o f t ra d i t i o n a l co rn va r i e t i e s . Th e

a l m os t th ree m i l l i o n h ecta re s p l a n te d wi th con ven t i o n a l m a i ze , o rg an i c o r

t ra d i t i o n a l ( th a t i s to say, u s i n g n on -h yb r i d sowi n g ) a re th e re fo re exposed to

con tam i n a t i o n . H oweve r, th e i n i t i a l p a s s i o n fo r ma i ze M on 8 1 0 – from 332

h ecta re s i n 2 0 07 , to 6 1 30 h ecta re s i n 2 0 08 – h as rap i d l y fa d ed , w i th on l y 3 2 44

h ecta re s i n 2 0 09 an d 82 3 h ecta re s i n 2 0 1 0 . I n e ffe ct , th e M on 8 1 0 i s g en e t i ca l l y

m od i fi e d to p rod u ce an i n sect i c i d e ag a i n s t th e E u ropean co rn -bo re r (Os tr i n i a

n u b i l a l i s ) , a pa ra s i te wh i ch d oes n o t h ave a s i g n i fi ca n t p re sen ce i n Roman i a .

Th i s GMO th e re fo re d oes n o t h o l d m u ch i n te re s t fo r Roman i a n fa rme rs .

E l s ewh e re , th e NGO G reen Ag en t repo rts th a t i n 2 0 07 , i n th e cou n ty o f La s i ,

M on 8 1 0 was bad l y a ffe cte d by th e d rou g h t .

Roman i a d e fen d s GM i n th e EU .

S i n ce 2 007 , Roman i a h a s a l ways d e fen d ed a pos i t i o n i n fa vou r o f GMOs i n th e

E u ropean d eba te . On th e occas i o n o f vo te s re l a t i n g to au th o r i za t i o n , Roman i a

h a s e i th e r been i n fa vou r o f GMOs , o r h a s abs ta i n e d . H oweve r, Roman i a wi th

i ts 1 4 vo te s i s a n i m po rta n t s ta te . Th u s , fo r examp l e , i t vo te d fo r th e l i ft i n g o f

th e Au s tr i a n mo ra to r i um on T25 an d th e F ren ch mora to r i um on M on 8 1 0 ,

a b s ta i n e d on th e Au s tr i a n an d H u n g a ri a n mo ra to r i um s on M on 8 1 0 . I n a fu rth e r

examp l e , Roman i a vo te d fo r th e au th o r i s a t i o n o f ma i ze M i r6 0 4 , a n d abs ta i n e d

i n J u l y 2 0 07 on th e q u es t i o n o f a u th o r i z i n g th e Am fl o ra po ta to .

Th i s s i tu a t i o n r i s ks con t i n u i n g i n th e yea rs to come . I n Sep tembe r 2 0 1 0 , Va l e r i u

Taba ra was e l e cte d m i n i s te r o f Ag ri cu l tu re . A l o n g t i m e commu n i s t , h e i s kn own

fo r h i s l o n g s ta n d i n g l i n ks wi th th e ag ro -ch em i ca l i n d u s t ry. H e p l a yed a key ro l e

i n fa vou r o f th e i n t ro d u ct i o n o f GM p rod u cts to Roman i a , i n i t i a l l y i n th e l a te

1 990 s , w i th th e fi rs t crops o f GM soya . E l s ewh e re h e h as d ec l a re d on a n umbe r

o f occas i o n s – i n 2 007 an d i n 2 0 1 0 , th a t h e wou l d s u ppo rt th e au th o r i za t i o n o f

GM soya crops be fo re th e E u ropean i n s t i tu t i o n s . H e j u s t i fi e s h i s d ec l a ra t i o n s

by re fe rr i n g to th e ‘ e v i d en t a d van ta g es a t th e ag r i cu l tu ra l l e ve l ’ a n d th e

‘ pos i t i ve i m pact on th e Roman i a n econ omy ’ e n g en d e red by i ts cu l t i va t i o n ( 2 ) .

As th e I n fOMG n o te s ( 3 ) , Roman i a was on e o f th e few cou n tr i e s wo rl d w i d e to

p re sen t s ta t i s t i cs g i v i n g h i g h e r ou tp u ts by th e h ecta re fo r GM ve rsu s

con ven t i o n a l s oya . Th e g en e ra l p u b l i c h a s n eve r been ab l e to ve r i fy th e

au th en t i c i ty o f th e se c l a i m s .

Va l e r i u Taba ra makes n o secre t o f h i s con fl i c ts o f i n te re s t . Acco rd i n g to h i s l a s t

d ec l a ra t i o n on th e su b j e c t , h e rema i n s i n con ta ct w i th M on san to d esp i te be i n g

M i n i s te r fo r Ag ri cu l tu re : ‘ Th e re i s n o th i n g secre t o r i l l e g a l a bou t i t ’ . Wh a t h e

d oesn ’ t s a y i s th a t h e wo rked fo r M on san to , a s revea l e d on h i s CV d own l oad ed

from th e Roman i a n Pa rl i am en t webs i te on th e 2 n d J u n e 2 006 . An y men t i o n o f

M on san to h as s i n ce been removed from th i s CV.

Th e p ro -GM pos i t i o n o f th e Roman i a n g ove rnmen t i s fu rth e r man i fe s te d i n th e



n umbe r o f GM tr i a l s ta k i n g p l a ce i n th e cou n try. I f S pa i n , u n su rp r i s i n g l y,

rema i n s th e l e a d e r i n fi e l d t r i a l s , Roman i a fo l l ows c l o se l y i n secon d p l a ceW I n

2 008 , th e fo rme r h os te d 45 tra i l s ou t o f 8 4 th rou g h ou t E u rope ( some 54% ) ,

a n d i n 2 0 09 , 6 1 t r i a l s ou t o f 9 8 ( 6 2% ) . Roman i a h os te d i n 2 0 08 , 9 t r i a l s ( 1 1 % ) ,

a n d 2 1 i n 2 0 09 ( 2 2% ) . ( 4 ) . I n 2 0 1 0 , th e n umbe r o f Roman i a n t r i a l s h a s fu rth e r

i n crea sed to 33 .

Regu l a t i on s are n o t app l i ed .

Roman i a n l e g i s l a t i o n i n th e sph e re o f GMOs i s th e re su l t o f a h as ty

recon c i l i a t i o n be tween n a t i o n a l s ta n d a rd s an d Eu ropean d i re ct i ve s . Roman i a i s

th e s ta te wi th th e mos t l aws fo r GMO reg u l a t i o n (w i th a fi g u re o f 2 7 ) . Th i s

l e a d s to a comp l i ca te d se t o f re g u l a t i o n s wh i ch l e aves mu ch to i n te rp re ta t i o n .

Ou t o f 2 7 te s ts , 2 0 a re Gove rnmen ta l d ec i s i o n s o f u rg en cy o r m i n i s te r i a l

o rd i n a n ces , th e re fo re wi th ou t pa r l i am en ta ry d eba te . An d , m o re i m po rta n t l y,

w i th ou t p u b l i c d eba te .

Wi th i n th e EU , th e coex i s ta n ce an d i ts co ro l l a ry, re spon s i b i l i ty, a re g en e ra te d

a t th e n a t i o n a l l e ve l . Cu rre n t l y, Roman i a n l aw d i c ta te s th a t th e re mu s t be a

d i s ta n ce o f 2 00m be tween GM an d n on -GM fi e l d s . I n th e case o f

con tam i n a t i o n , i t i s th e fa rme r wi th GM fi e l d s wh o i s re spon s i b l e , a t l e a s t

th eo re t i ca l l y. U n t i l th e p re sen t d ay, th e re h ave been n o comp l a i n ts l o d g ed fo r

con tam i n a t i o n , wh i ch i n i ts e l f d oes n o t m ean th e absen ce o f an y

con tam i n a t i o n . B u t fa rm e rs d o n o t h ave th e fi n a n c i a l o r te ch n i ca l m ean s to



mon i to r th i s .

B eyon d th e te xts , wh a t poses th e l a rg e s t p rob l em i s th e i m p l emen ta t i o n o f th i s

re g u l a t i o n . Th e examp l e o f th e p roh i b i t i o n o f GM soya i s typ i ca l . Th e

su rve i l l a n ce o f crops by th e g ove rnmen t was en o rmou s l y l a x , a n d n o wa rn i n g s

o r pen a l t i e s we re i n fl i c te d on fa rme rs wh o fa i l e d to re spect th e n ewl y

p roc l a i m ed ban . M o reove r, th e n a t i o n a l re g i s te r o f GMOs i n 2 006 sh ows th a t

th e au th o r i t i e s d i d n o t h ave an y con tro l o ve r th e cu l t i va t i o n o f GM soya even

wh en i t was au th o r i ze d i n Roman i a . I n th e reg i s te rs , th e re a re a n umbe r o f

m i s s i n g , ( l o ca l i s a t i o n o f crops , s i ze o f fi e l d s , types cu l t i va te d , o r i g i n o f th e

seed s , d e s t i n a t i o n fo r th e p rod u cts e tc . ) e rron eou s , o r t ra n s fo rmed ( fo r

examp l e , b a s i c a r i thm e t i c e rro rs re g a rd i n g th e to ta l s u rfa ces , e tc ) d a ta . As

d i c ta te d by th e Eu ropean l e g i s l a t i o n , Roman i a n l e g i s l a t i o n re q u i re s th e

l a be l l i n g o f GM p rod u cts , a s h as been ob l i g a to ry

s i n ce J u n e 2 006 (Law 1 06 /2 0 02 – comp l e te d by th e

Gove rnmen ta l D ec i s i o n 1 73 /2 0 06 ) . H oweve r, th i s l aw

i s n o t i m p l emen te d . Cu rre n t l y, th e re a re n o

commerc i a l i ze d food p rod u cts i n Roman i a l a be l l e d a s

con ta i n i n g GMOs . Roman i a n con sume rs a re th e re fo re

u n ab l e to exe rc i s e th e i r r i g h t to ch oose n on -GM

p rod u cts , g i ve n th e l a ck o f a s i m p l e l a be l i d e n t i fy i n g

su ch p rod u cts , wh i ch rema i n s d esp i te th e ex i s te n ce

s i n ce 2 007 o f a l a bo ra to ry app roved by th e EU fo r

te s t i n g GMOs .

Oppos i t i on to GMO comes from l oca l au th ori t i e s an d con sumers

I n Roman i a tod ay, th e re a re 57 l o ca l a u th o r i t i e s an d 2 4 re s ta u ra n ts wh o h ave

pu b l i c l y d ec l a re d th em se l ve s as GMO- free zon es . Th ey h ave s i g n ed a

d ec l a ra t i o n o f i n te n t i o n to ban GMOs an d l obby th e au th o r i t i e s an d n a t i o n a l

p o l i t i c i a n s to en su re th a t th e i n te re s ts o f fa rme rs i n Roman i a wh o ch oose to

g row n on -GM crops a re p ro te cte d by l aw. Th e 57 l oca l a u th o r i t i e s a re

th em se l ve s re spon s i b l e fo r u s i n g d emocra t i c m ean s , s u ch as con fe ren ces an d

o th e r ed u ca t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s d i re c te d towa rd s pe rsu ad i n g fa rme rs to n o t g row

GM crops . I n M ay 2 0 1 0 , I n fOMG comm i s s i o n ed a n a t i o n a l s u rvey from

OMN I BU S . 8 1 , 5% o f Roman i a n s wan te d th e au th o r i t i e s to p roh i b i t GMOs , a n d

74 , 1 % d i d n o t wan t to con sume GMOs th em se l ve s .

I n con c l u s i o n , Roman i a i s a cou n try wi th l a rg e ag r i cu l tu ra l p o te n t i a l wh e re th e

ma j o r i ty o f c i t i ze n s an d fa rme rs d o n o t wan t GM . N on e th e l e s s , u n t i l th e

p re sen t d ay, th e au th o r i t i e s p l a y th e g ame o f th e b i o te ch n o l o g y i n d u s try, b o th

i n Roman i a bu t a l s o a t th e l e ve l o f th e E u ropean U n i on . F o r h ow l on g ?

1 , h t tp : / /www. l a d ocumen ta t i o n fra n ca i s e . fr/d os s i e rs /

fra n ce -50 -a n s - t ra n s fo rma t i o n s /m u ta t i o n s -a g r i cu l tu re . s h tm l

2 , h t tp : / /d b . zs - i n te rn . d e /u p l oad s /

1 1 7 9935557 - roman i a_gm soy_23_05_2007 . p d f

3 , I n fOMG es t u n e ve i l l e c i to yen n e d ' i n fo rm a t i o n su r l e s OGM en Rouman i e :

h t tp : / /www. i n fom g . ro

4 , h t tp : / /www. i n fogm . o rg /sp i p . p h p?a rt i c l e 3 988A



Ove r a l o n g weeken d , n o t so l o n g ag o , a mo t l e y g rou p o f a rou n d 60 g rowe rs

an d th i n ke rs from a l l a rou n d th e cou n try con ve rg ed on a l a n d p ro j e c t i n

H ea th row to h o l d th e fi rs t Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s U K g a th e r i n g . F o r two d ays we

spoke an d wo rked tog e th e r, s h a r i n g i d ea s abou t wh a t we h o l d i n common , a n d

ackn owl e d g i n g th e d i ffe re n ces th a t se t u s apa rt . Th rou g h i n te n se an d fe rt i l e

d i s cu s s i o n s , i n te rspe rsed wi th wo rk an d p l a y, we beg an to crea te v i s i o n s o f

wh a t a Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s g rou p cou l d become h e re i n th e UK.

I n o th e r pa rts o f E u rope , Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s h a s ex i s te d fo r a few yea rs . I t i s

s t ru c tu re d as a con s te l l a t i o n , s p read acros s n a t i o n a l b o rd e rs , wh i ch i s

composed o f peasan t fa rme rs , fo re s te rs , l a n d sq u a t te rs an d u rban food

g rowe rs . Th e i d ea beh i n d i ts crea t i o n was to l i n k peop l e from d i ffe re n t cu l tu ra l

a n d l e g a l con te xts wh o a re i n vo l ved i n s t ru g g l e s an d i s s u es su rrou n d i n g food

sove re i g n ty. I ts fo rm a i m s a t ra d i ca l d emocracy, w i th n o i n te rn a l h i e ra rch i e s

an d au ton omou s o rg an i s a t i o n be tween th ose wh o pa rt i c i p a te i n i t .

Th e s ta n ce o f th e g rou p i s a n t i - cap i ta l i s t a n d i ts m embe rs a re act i ve l y

i n vo l ved i n crea t i n g a l te rn a t i ve s to th e en v i ro nmen ta l a n d soc i a l d e g ra d a t i o n s

o f i n d u s tr i a l a g r i cu l tu re . B es i d e s sh a ri n g expe ri e n ces an d i d ea s , th e g rou p

acts a s a fo rum fo r re sea rch i n g an d campa i g n i n g a rou n d i s s u es o f access to

l a n d an d seed , s p read i n g app rop ri a te te ch n o l o g y, e s tab l i s h i n g co l l e c t i ve fa rm s

an d crea t i n g so l i d a r i ty be tween movemen ts seek i n g to rec l a i m con tro l o ve r

food p rod u ct i o n .

Th e fi rs t g a th e ri n g

Th rou g h ou t th e d i s cu s s i o n s a t G row H ea th row a va ri e ty o f common th read s

l oose l y u n i te d th e assemb l e d g rou ps . F rom th ese fou r po i n ts eme rg ed as

th emes an d con ce rn s i n th e d eve l opmen t o f th e n e two rk . Th ese a re po i n ts o f

so l i d a r i ty from wh i ch we can s tre n g th en ou r act i o n s an d i d ea s .

I n th e UK we su ffe r u n pa ra l l e l e d l a n d con cen tra t i o n an d extreme l y l ow l e ve l s

o f a g r i cu l tu ra l emp l oymen t . Th ose wh o wan t to re tu rn to wo rk i n g wi th th e l a n d

a re l i m i te d by exc l u s i o n a ry p r i ce s an d d i s empowe ri n g p l a n n i n g sys tem s wh i l e

h u g e swa th s o f th e cou n try a re h e l d a s th e so l e p re se rve o f a few a ri s to cra t i c

fam i l i e s . To ch a l l e n g e th i s s ys tem we mu s t cr i t i ca l l y a n a l ys i s pa t te rn s o f l a n d

own e rsh i p an d d i s t r i b u t i o n an d crea tepos i t i ve an d p ract i ca l a l te rn a t i ve s . We

n eed to fo rg e common i d en t i t i e s a rou n d th e i s s u e o f l a n d own e rsh i p i n th i s

cou n try. F rom th i s ba se we can sh a re too l s a n d i d ea s fo r g a i n i n g access to

l a n d , a n d u se th e i s s u e o f food an d l a n d as a med i um fo r l a rg e r soc i a l

ch an g es .

To e ffe ct i ve l y u n d e rs ta n d th e s tru ctu re s o f l a n d own e rsh i p th a t u n d e rp i n ou r

ag r i cu l tu ra l s ys tem s we mus t u n d ers tan d ou r p l ace i n t i m e . We a re bo rn i n to



a ri ch h i s to ry o f re s i s ta n ce an d oppos i t i o n to th e en c l o s u re o f l a n d an d cu l tu re .

On l y by u n d e rs ta n d i n g th e h i s to r i e s th a t fo rm th e g rou n d we s ta n d on can we

crea te th e fu tu re s we d ream o f. Th e Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s movemen t m u s t l o ok

back as i t l o oks fo rwa rd . Th e l e s son s o f h i s to ry a re as va l u ab l e a s th e l e s son s

o f th e p re sen t .

At th e base o f ou r p ro j e c ts an d campa i g n s we a re en g ag ed i n a revo l u t i o n o f

wh a t i s con s i d e red n o rma l . We need to ch an g e percep t i on s o f food g rowi n g

an d l an d based work ; we n eed to crea te a v i b ra n t cu l tu re th a t va l u e s

su s ta i n ab l e p rod u ct i o n an d th e i n te g r i ty o f d oma i n s free from p ri va t i s a t i o n . To

ca ta l yse a cu l tu re ch an g e on th e sca l e n ecessa ry we mu s t to reach ou t beyon d

ou r c i rc l e s to crea te spaces o f i n c l u s i o n an d pa rt i c i p a t i o n wh e re v i a b l e

a l te rn a t i ve s a re l i ve d an d fe l t a s n ew rea l i t i e s .

I n a p ro j e c t o f th i s s ca l e th e Rec l a im th e F i e l d s n e twork h as a va l u ab l e ro l e

to p l ay i n s tren g th en i n g mu tu a l s u pport n e tworksbe tween pro j ec ts . We

n eed to es tab l i s h s t ru c tu re s th rou g h wh i ch we can sk i l l s , o ppo rtu n i t i e s an d

ou t l e ts fo r p rod u ce amon g peop l e wh o wan t crea te l i ve l i h ood s from l a n d based

wo rk . B u i l d i n g a con s te l l a t i o n o f th i s k i n d i n vo l ve s es tab l i s h i n g ways o f

o rg an i s i n g an d commu n i ca t i n g th a t fa c i l i ta te d emocra t i c n e two rks acros s

d i ve rse con texts . Ou r s t re n g th i s m easu red by th e i n te g r i ty o f th e re l a t i o n sh i p s

be tween u s ; b y com i n g tog e th e r we can s tre n g th en ou r ca l l .

B e s i d e s th e d i s cu s s i o n s abou t wh a t Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s cou l d become , we a l s o

wo rked to ca rve a sma l l fi e l d from th e j u n g l e o f j u n k r i d d en b ramb l e s

su rrou n d i n g th e back o f th e s i te , a n d bu i l t a se r i e s o f ra i s e d bed s a t th e

road s i d e . As th e n i g h ts d rew i n we ch a t te d an d su n g by th e fi re an d h u n g a

few m i sch i e vou s i tem s o f so l i d a r i ty b road cas t i n g from l oca l v i ewpo i n ts . I n th i s

sou p o f i d ea s an d d i rty h an d s th e fi rs t m u rm u rs o f Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s passed

i n to rea l i ty ; wh a t i s b u i l t from th i s g rou n d rema i n s to be seen .

A l l th o se wh o a re i n te re s te d i n becom i n g i n vo l ved i n th i s e xpan d i n g

con s te l l a t i o n a re we l come to l e a rn mo re an d ad d th e i r e n e rg y to th e bu i l d i n g

momen tum . Th e re i s ta l k o f o rg an i s i n g a secon d g a th e r i n g ove r th e summer

an d man y o f u s wi l l b e t ra ve l l i n g to th e Rec l a i m th e F i e l d s E u ropean camp i n

Roman i a th i s S ep tembe r. Th e i n v i ta t i o n exte n d s to a l l .

I n th e mean t i m e , s ee

www. rec l a i m th e fi e l d s . o rg

fo r d a te s , n ews an d

pu b l i ca t i o n s by th e g rou p .

To j o i n th e UK ma i l i n g l i s t

ema i l :

uk@lists.reclaimthefields.org

S ta y i n to u ch , s p read th e

wo rd .

Res i s tan ce i s fe rt i l e .



I o ccu py th i s fi e l d becau se I d o n o t wan t

to wa tch s i l e n t l y h ow th i s d ead space ,

th i s d e se rt , s p read s ove r th e Ai re -p l a n e .

Th i s i s d e se rt fo r m e : th e i n d u s tr i a l

con s tru ct i o n s , b an ks , m o to rways , pa rk i n g

l o ts , s u pe r ma rke ts , th e man s i o n a reas ,

s l e ep i n g c i t i e s an d ren ova te d fa rm s ,

j amm i n g th e s tree ts w i th th e i r

e n v i ro nmen t po l l u t i n g 4 x4 s to g e t to th e

te rr i b l e o ffi ce s i n th e c i ty, to th e g o l f

cou rse s , a n d s tab l e s , . . .

Th i s fi e l d , th ou g h i t l o oks l i ke a fi e l d , i s n ' t

o n e . I t i s th e g ood l a n d wh e re peop l e can

feed th em se l ve s an d a re ab l e to l i ve bu t

was tu rn ed i n to an i n d u s tr i a l p a rk an d

exposed to specu l a t i o n . I t b ecame a

d ese rt , co l o n i s e d an d d eg rad ed .

Th e red es i g n a t i o n o f a g r i cu l tu ra l a rea s i s

a n ecessa ry fo r th e d eve l opmen t o f c i t i e s

an d th e d i s appea ri n g n umbe rs o f sma l l

a n d m i d d l e s ca l e fa rme rs i s a n ecessa ry

fo r th e d eve l opmen t o f th e l i b e ra l

e con omy. I f th e g ove rnmen t s u ppo rts th e

i d ea s o f food sove re i g n ty an d l o ca l

p rod u ct i o n , re g i o n a l i sm , a n d eco l o g y,

wh i l e a t th e same t i m e crea t i n g a weak

an d so ft zon e a rou n d th e c i t i e s , wh i ch i t

ca n d es troy wi th ou t i t b e i n g n o t i ce d , i t

c rea te s p rov i s i o n a l l y a l i t t l e l a n d , a few

amph i b i a n s , a few l oca l p rod u ce rs i n a

n i ch e bu t n o th i n g e l s e an d l e ts th e

econ omy s ta y. “ I n th e n i ch e sma l l

fa rm e rs ! ” I n s u ch a d i sma l e n v i ro nmen t

man y fa rme rs se l l th e i r l a n d to th e bes t

b i d d e r i n s tead o f d e fen d i n g i t .

B u t th e l a n d can on l y be d e fen d ed i f i t i s

cu l t i va te d . Th a t ' s wh y we make th i s fi e l d

a fi e l d a g a i n a n d cu l t i va te i t . We s ta rt to

re ve rse th e tre n d , a n d i f n o t i n th i s fi e l d

th en i n a n o th e r on e wh e re we wi l l l i ve

an d crea te a space fo r re s i s ta n ce i n th e

l i te ra l a n d th e l i te ra ry mean i n g

becau se , b i t b y b i t , we l e a rn to

o rg an i s e ou rse l ve s an d to fi g h t . Th i s

i n c l u d e s fi g h t i n g fo r a ccess to l a n d .

I f a l l th e l a n d i s b roken u p , fe n ced

o ff, con tro l l e d , e xp l o i te d , d e fi n e d ,

l i m i te d , l a be l l e d , a n d mad e sca rce ,

th en a l l th i s l a n d wi l l b e aban d on ed ,

wh i ch ca l l s to fi g h t a n d to re s i s t

g o i n g i n to ex i l e .

Th i s p i e ce o f l a n d was i n te g ra te d i n

1 9 96 i n to th e p l a n to exte n d th e

i n d u s tr i a l a rea P l a n s - l e s -Qu a te s

(Z I PLO ) . S i n ce th en i t h a s l a i n

a l m os t 3 h ecta re o f fa l l ow l a n d . I n

2 0 0 1 i t was d ec i d ed to bu i l d a h i g h -

te ch cen tre th e re bu t n o th i n g

h appen ed excep t fo r th e sp read i n g

o f weed s . I t i s th e re fo re an

exemp l a ry case o f a s i tu a t i o n wh e re



th e rea l e s ta te secto r a n d specu l a t i o n g o h an d i n h an d .

Th e i n d u s tr i a l a rea Z I PLO i s man ag ed by a rea l e s ta te fou n d a t i o n (Fou n d a t i o n

pou r l e s Te rra i n s I mmob i l i e rs , FT I ) , wh i ch i s a pu b l i c i n s t i tu t i o n wi th th e ta sk o f

cap i ta l i s i n g th e i n d u s tr i a l b u i l d i n g l a n d i n th e cou n ty. I n 1 9 96 wi th th e a rr i va l o f

th e wa tch compan y Pa tek Ph i l i p pe th e a rea became ' a t t ra ct i ve ' fo r m a j o r

b ra n d s . P i a g e t , Ro l e x an d a n umbe r o f sma l l s ta rt - u p s o f th i s secto r fo l l ow. Th e

b i o te ch n o l o g y secto r o f cou rse d oesn ' t wa i t a n y l o n g e r an d i n 1 998 , fo r

examp l e , th e cen tre fo r n ew tech n o l o g i e s (Cen tre d es Tech n o l o g i e s N ou ve l l e s

– CTN ) was fou n d ed .

Th i s i s , b y th e way, th e same p ro j e c t wh i ch was su pposed to h appen h e re , b u t

b i g g e r, b e tween 2 002 an d 2 004 . B u t i t d i d n o t h appen as p l a n n ed . Th e bu i l d i n g

pe rm i t was exte n d ed i n 2 008 fo r th e l a s t t i m e an d h asn ' t b een ren ewed s i n ce .

Th e compan y Ti von a -Te rra , wh i ch s t i l l a ppea rs on th e o ffi c i a l webs i te a s th e

p rop ri e to r was e l i m i n a te d from th e commerc i a l re g i s te r i n 2 0 1 0 . Th e p rope rty

actu a l l y be l o n g s to a compan y o f th e J e l m o l i g rou p th e H yd ra o f Swi s s rea l

e s ta te .

Lan d s tru g g l e i n I re l an d

Th e s tru g g l e fo r l a n d h as a l ways h ad a re son an ce i n I re l a n d , a l e g acy o f a

l o n g co l o n i a l h i s to ry u n d e r E n g l i s h ru l e a n d a soc i e ty th a t rema i n s s t ron g l y

ru ra l i n n a tu re . Th e u se o f d i s p l a cemen t from l a n d to b reak th e re s i s ta n ce o f

i n d i g e n ou s peop l e was a reg u l a r ta c t i c w i th seve ra l cen tu r i e s o f th e

“ p l a n ta t i o n s ” re d u c i n g an d remov i n g t ra d i t i o n a l l a n d r i g h ts , p en a l l aws focu sed

on mak i n g i t h a rd e r fo r Ca th o l i c fam i l i e s to own l a n d , a n d so on . Access to

l a n d was u sed as a too l o f s u pp re s s i o n an d con tro l o ve r th e popu l a t i o n ,

wh e th e r pen a l i s i n g th e rebe l l i o u s I r i s h o r rewa rd i n g e l i te s .

I t i s n o t s u rp r i s i n g th a t , i n re tu rn , th e s t ru g g l e fo r l a n d r i g h ts p l a ys a i m po rt

pa rt o f I r i s h h i s to ry. M ovemen ts su ch as th e Lan d Leag u e i n th e 1 9 th Cen tu ry

paved th e way fo r I re l a n d ' s fi n a l s t ru g g l e fo r i n d epen d en ce . S o powe rfu l was

th i s re s i s ta n ce th a t th e wo rd boyco t t e n te re d th e En g l i s h l a n g u ag e – th e re su l t

o f a su ccess fu l campa i g n ag a i n s t a n o to r i o u s ag en t fo r absen t E n g l i s h

l a n d l o rd s .

H oweve r, i n d epen d en ce from B ri t i s h ru l e i n 1 9 2 1 d i d n o t re su l t i n a n en d o f

l a n d po l i t i cs . M u ch l a n d rema i n ed i n th e h an d o f th e An g l o - I r i s h g en try, o fte n

absen tee l a n d l o rd s th a t con t i n u ed to exe rt con tro l o ve r th e ru ra l p a rts o f

I re l a n d .

F o r th ose d i s p l a ced d u r i n g th e e ra u n d e r B ri t i s h ru l e th e say i n g came abou t

“ to H e l l o r Con n au g h t ” - Con n au g h t be i n g th e wes te rn mos t p rov i n ce wh e re

l a n d was con s i d e red th e poo re s t . Th e fa rme rs h e re s tru g g l e d to make a bas i c



l i v i n g , wo rk i n g wi th poo r so i l . F o r g en e ra t i o n s th ey h ave s l ow l y bu i l t u p th e i r

fa rm s , p u l l i n g seaweed i n to i m p rove th e so i l a n d eked ou t a n ex i s te n ce .

I mm i g ra t i o n an d i ts con seq u en ces rema i n s h i g h i n th e se sca t te re d

commu n i t i e s .

Sh e l l comes to B road h aven Bay

I t i s a g a i n s t th i s backg rou n d th a t i n 2 0 00 seve ra l re p re sen ta t i ve s o f S h e l l

tu rn ed u p a t th e fa rm o f Wi l l i e Co rd u ff, a fa rme r wh ose l a n d l ooked ove r

B road h aven Bay i n n o rth e rn Con n au g h t , i n th e a rea kn own as E rr i s . Th ey to l d

h i m th a t th ey wan te d to d i s cu s s th e p i pe l i n e th a t was g o i n g th rou g h h i s l a n d .

Th i s was th e fi rs t h e h ad h ea rd o f i t .

D i g g i n g d eepe r i t t ra n sp i re d th a t th e I r i s h g ove rnmen t h ad g i ven to th e

con so rt i u m o f S h e l l ( 4 5% ) , S ta to i l o f N o rway (36 . 5% ) an d Ve rm i l l i o n o f Can ad a

( 1 8 . 5% ) th e r i g h t to d r i l l fo r n a tu ra l g a s i n th e Co rr i b fi e l d s o ff th e n o rth wes t

coas t . A re fi n e ry was to be bu i l t i n B e l l i n a boy to h an d l e th e g as com i n g i n from

Corr i b a n d o th e r p l a n n ed o ffs h o re fi e l d s . Th i s re q u i re d a h i g h p re s su re p i p e

wh i ch wou l d pass th rou g h th e l a n d s o f th e va ri o u s fa rme rs , com i n g c l o se to

th e th e i r h omes .

Th e p i pe wou l d pass th rou g h th e bog s o f a beau t i fu l a n d d i ve rse l a n d scape

an d pass c l o se to th e h omes o f th e sp read ou t commu n i ty. A commu n i ty th a t

n obod y h ad th ou g h t to con su l t . F ea r fo r th e i r pe rson a l s a fe ty, th e i r l i ve l i h ood s

an d fo r th e en v i ro nmen t mean t th ey cou l d n o t s ta n d i d l y b y. S eve ra l l o ca l

campa i g n s d eve l oped to re s i s t th e p ro j e c t , th e mos t p rom i n en t o f wh i ch i s

S h e l l to Sea . Th e a i m o f S h e l l to Sea i s to en su re th e exp l o i ta t i o n o f th e

o ffs h o re fi e l d s d oes n o t come a t th e expen se o f th e l o ca l commu n i ty a n d i ts

e n v i ro nmen t , a n d to ren eg o t i a te th e ou tra g eou s g i veaway wh i ch t ra n s fe rre d

th e re sou rces o f Co rr i b i n to p r i va te an d u n accou n tab l e h an d s .



S i n ce 2 000 th e campa i g n s h ave re l e n t l e s s l y opposed a t e ve ry s ta g e th e

bu i l d i n g o f th e re fi n e ry an d th e p i pe l i n e s th rou g h l e g a l m e th od s . F rom 2005

th i s m oved u p a l e ve l , fi g h t i n g th e d eve l opmen t w i th th e i r b od i e s a s we l l . Th i s

h a s been d esp i te h eavy h an d ed po l i ce an d s ta te p re s su re . F i ve fa rme rs ,

i n c l u d i n g Wi l l i e Co rd u ff, we re j a i l e d i n d e fi n i te l y fo r re fu s i n g Sh e l l a ccess to

th e i r l a n d , l e a d i n g to a mass i ve ou tcry th rou g h -ou t I re l a n d . At on e po i n t 2 0 00

po l i ce we re d ra fte d i n to a l l ow Sh e l l to re tu rn to wo rk fo l l ow i n g con s ta n t

b l o ckad e o f th e re fi n e ry s i te . I n 2 0 08 , peop l e pu t th e i r b od i e s on th e l i n e to

i n te rfe re wi th th e So l i ta i re , th e sh i p l a y i n g th e o ffs h o re pa rt o f th e p i p e l i n e ,

b e i n g so e ffe ct i ve th a t th e I r i s h n avy h ad to be b rou g h t i n .

A l l o f th i s i n th e fa ce o f S ta te p re s su re , w i th th e po l i t i c i a n s re fu s i n g to h e l p

th e peop l e th ey we re su pposed to re s i s t , a n d th e l o ca l j u d g e sh owi n g

i n cre d i b l e b i a s t i m e an d t i m e ag a i n . H ea ri n g s wi th va r i o u s g ove rnmen t

a g en c i e s ru bbe r- s tamped wh a t eve ry Sh e l l wan te d d esp i te th e commu n i ty

pu t t i n g fo rwa rd a l te rn a t i ve so l u t i o n s to re so l ve th e con fl i c t .

Th ou g h v i o l e n ce h as n o t been on a pa r wi th wh a t h a s been expe ri e n ced by th e

Og on i peop l e o f N i g e r i a (w i th wh om l i n ks h ave been mad e , a s wi th o th e r l a n d

s tru g g l e s ) , b o th th e po l i ce an d Sh e l l ' s own secu r i ty, RMS , h ave been kn own to

be h eavy h an d ed , i n crea s i n g th e sen se o f a commu n i ty u n d e r s i e g e – bu t on l y

h av i n g th e e ffe ct o f re so l v i n g d e te rm i n a t i o n , n o t b reak i n g i t . RMS emp l oyees

a re kn own to h ave l i n ks wi th fa sc i s t g rou ps .

Th ou g h Sh e l l a n d i ts pa rtn e rs h ave con t i n u ed to pu sh fo rwa rd wi th i ts p l a n s ,

th e oppos i t i o n h a s d e l a yed i t b y a d ecad e an d cau sed i t i mmen se cos ts .

Cu rre n t l y, i t i s e n te r i n g th e n ext s ta g e o f th e p i p e l i n e , b r i n g i n g i t o n sh o re to

l i n k i t u p wi th th e re fi n e ry – wh i ch h as been sem i -m o th ba l l e d an d su ffe r i n g i ts

own comp l i ca t i o n s d u e to th e l o n g d e l a ys . At th i s s ta g e a spec i a l i s t b o r i n g

mach i n e i s be i n g b rou g h t i n to d r i l l u n d e rg rou n d . Th i s i s a cru c i a l s ta g e o f th e

p rocess , b u t re s i s ta n ce rema i n s d e te rm i n ed .

Rossport So l i d a ri ty Camp

I n 2 0 05 , th e re was a ca l l - o u t fo r s u ppo rt . Th i s l e a d to th e es tab l i s hmen t o f th e

Rosspo rt S o l i d i a r i ty Camp , a s ta n d a l o n e g rou p wh i ch i s a s mu ch abou t

s h owi n g su ppo rt to th e l o ca l commu n i ty a s ta k i n g act i o n . RSC h as s i n ce

become a powe rfu l d emon s tra t i o n o f h ow campa i g n e rs can i n te ra ct w i th l o ca l

commu n i t i e s ove r l a n d s tru g g l e i s s u es , d e sp i te d i ffe re n ces i n po l i t i ca l o u t l o ok .

I t h a s n o t been a smoo th j o u rn ey, b u t i t h a s been an i m po rta n t on e from wh i ch

mu ch h as been l e a rn ed .

RSC h as bu i l t s t ro n g l i n ks wi th peop l e from th e UK an d fu rth e r ab road , m an y

peop l e com i n g to i t a n d s ta y i n g h av i n g fa l l e n i n l o ve wi th th e p l a ce . I t i s a

space fo r n on -h i e ra rch i ca l a n d n on -d i s cr i m i n a to ry po l i t i cs th a t h a s open ed u p

an i n te re s t i n g space i n wh a t i s a t ra d i t i o n a l l y con se rva t i ve a rea . Th e amou n t

o f s u ppo rt i t re ce i ve s from th e l o ca l s i s a te s tamen t to h ow mu ch i t h a s

become pa rt o f th e a rea . Pa rt o f th i s h a s been ach i e ved th rou g h c l e a r g oa l s ,

ru l e s on th e camp an d en su r i n g th a t ou treach i n to th e commu n i ty i s



ma i n ta i n e d . I t i s n o t u n common fo r peop l e from th e camp to g o to h e l p on th e

fa rm s o r l o ca l g a rd en s as we l l a s be i n vo l ved i n act i o n s .

Th i s yea r, th e camp h as moved to a fi e l d d i re c t l y ove r l ook i n g th e n ew Sh e l l

compou n d a t Ag h oos , d e te rm i n ed to en su re th a t re s i s ta n ce con t i n u e s . B a r th e

Sh e l l m ach i n e ry, i t i s a s tu n n i n g s i te , s u rrou n d ed by a ri n g o f mou n ta i n s , n ext

to th e bay. A l re ad y, n ume rou s act i o n s h ave ta ken p l a ce ag a i n s t wo rke rs , from

wa l k-on s to b l o ckad es . Th e s i te h a s been se t u p wi th va r i o u s ma rq u ees an d

o th e r s t ru c tu re s to ma i n ta i n a con s ta n ce p re sen ce wi th a l ow- i m pact e th os .

A l l a re we l come to come an d con tr i b u te acco rd i n g to wh a t th ey fee l a b l e to

g i ve , wh e th e r to ca rry ou t re s i s ta n ce o r s i m p l y to su ppo rt th e camp . I t i s

i m po rta n t to n o te th a t th e re a re i m po rta n t g u i d e l i n e s wh i ch h ave been

d eve l oped to en su re th e camp rema i n s su s ta i n ab l e fo r th e man y campa i g n e rs

th e re an d to make su re th a t re l a t i o n sh i p s wi th th e peop l e o f th e a rea a re

re specte d .

F o r mo re i n fo rma t i o n : h t tp : / /www. ro s spo rts o l i d a r i tycamp . o rg /



Wi th th i s s l o g an , a g rowi n g movemen t h a s been sh owi n g u s th e s tea l th y

te n d en cy o f p r i va t i s a t i o n an d pa te n t i n g o f seed s , wh i ch i s s t i l l l a rg e l y

u n n o t i ce d by th e pu b l i c .

Wh i l e GMOs a re a l re ad y re j e c te d by a l a rg e ma j o r i ty o f th e popu l a t i o n , th e

i s s u e o f “ s eed s ” h a s ye t to d eve l op mass mob i l i s a t i o n po te n t i a l , e ven th ou g h

th e q u es t i o n s wh i ch re l a te to i t a re ra th e r s i m p l e .

S eed s a re th e fi rs t s te p o f food p rod u ct i o n an d th u s con s t i tu te th e bas i s o f

ou r wh o l e n ou r i s hmen t . Ask i n g abou t seed s mean s n o l e s s th an ask i n g wh o ' s

i n ch a rg e o f ou r l i ve l i h ood : peop l e th em se l ve s o r h a l f a d ozen o f t ra n sn a t i o n a l

co rpo ra t i o n s? Th e access to seed s i s – a l o n g wi th th e access to g rou n d an d

wa te r – th e mos t i m po rta n t ba s i s o f food - sove re i g n ty an d au ton omy o f food

su pp l y. Th e free access to seed s i s a h uman ri g h t , a cco rd i n g to th e U N

Spec i a l Rappo rte u r o f th e r i g h t to food .

I n d u s t r i a l s eed s , wh i ch a re h i g h l y p romo ted by th e b i g compan i e s to feed th e

g rowi n g wo rl d popu l a t i o n , a re ad ap te d to a mod e l o f a g r i cu l tu re th a t on l y

focu ses on y i e l d i n crea se an d econ om i c g rowth . Th i s mod e l p re fe rs q u an t i ty

to q u a l i ty, s u rp l u s to n u tr i t i o n a l va l u e , m on ocu l tu re to d i ve rs i ty a n d

cen tra l i s a t i o n to se l f- o rg an i s a t i o n . I t con s i s ts o f on l y a few h i g h - y i e l d

va r i e t i e s , wh i ch a re cu l t i va te d i n mon ocu l tu re wi th h i g h i n pu ts o f fe rt i l i s e rs

an d pes t i c i d e s .

Th i s a g r i cu l tu ra l m od e l re l i e s on a few h i g h - y i e l d i n g va r i e t i e s i n mon ocu l tu re s ,

to wh i ch th e en v i ro nmen t h a s to ad ap t v i a ch em i ca l a d d i t i ve s – i n s tead o f

re l y i n g on sma l l - s ca l e , b i o d i ve rse fa rm i n g sys tem s , e xh i b i t i n g an h i g h

d i ve rs i ty o f cu l t i va rs , a d ap tab i l i ty to c l i m a te con d i t i o n s an d en v i ro nmen t . B u t

i t i s e spec i a l l y th e d i ve rse , sma l l - p ea san t ba sed ag ri cu l tu re th a t can feed th e

wo rl d – as was s ta te d i n th e I AASTD Repo rt i n 2 0 08 . Th i s i s , h oweve r, o fte n

n eg l e c te d i n th e g rowth -o r i e n te d mod e l o f a g r i cu l tu re .

I n th i s re spect , s eed re l a te d i s s u es a l ways i m p l y th e q u es t i o n o f wh i ch type o f

ag r i cu l tu re we wan t to u se an d h ow we wan t to n ou r i s h ou rse l ve s . I t

fu rth e rmo re i n c l u d e s th e q u es t i o n o f wh o ' s ru l i n g th e g l oba l food p rod u ct i o n

an d food su pp l y. Th i s i s wh y we sh ou l d t ry to an a l yse d eve l opmen ts

con ce rn i n g th e seed i s s u es ve ry cr i t i ca l l y a n d try to exe rt i n fl u e n ce on th em .

Th e cu rre n t d eve l opmen ts con s i s t o f two i m po rta n t a spects – th e I n te l l e c tu a l

P rope rty R i g h ts o f seed s an d th e s t i l l q u i te u n kn own Seed M a rke t i n g Act .

I n te l l ec tu a l P roperty Ri g h ts on p l an ts an d an ima l s

Acco rd i n g to th e TRI PS Ag reemen t ( a g reemen t on tra d e - re l a te d a spects o f

i n te l l e c tu a l p rope rty r i g h ts ) , e ve ry M embe r h as to o ffe r pa te n t p ro te ct i o n fo r

i n ven t i o n s i n a l l a rea s o f te ch n o l o g y. Th i s i n c l u d e s p rod u cts o r p rocesses th a t

a re n ew, i n vo l ve an i n ven t i ve s tep , a n d a re capab l e o f i n d u s tr i a l a pp l i ca t i o n .

S u ch a req u i remen t i s s u b j e c t to some excep t i o n s . M embe rs a re n o t re q u i re d



to g ra n t pa te n ts ove r p l a n ts o r a n i m a l s i f “ i n ven t i o n s ” o f a n i m a l s a n d p l a n ts

a re p ro te cte d “ e i th e r by pa te n ts o r by an e ffe ct i ve su i g en e ri s s ys tem o r by

an y comb i n a t i o n th e reo f” (TRI PS Ag reemen t , Art . 2 7 , Pa r. 3 b ) .

UPOV P l an t Vari e ty P ro tec t i on

Wh i l e th e U SA p ro te ct “ i n n ova t i o n s ” o f p l a n t va r i e t i e s th rou g h pa te n ts , th e EU

an d o th e r cou n tr i e s s i g n ed th e U POV P l a n t Va ri e ty P ro te ct i o n Con ven t i o n a s a

su i g en e ri s s ys tem fo r th e p l a n t a n d seed secto r. Th e P l a n t Va ri e ty P ro te ct i o n

Con ven t i o n a sse rts l e s s r i g h ts to th e “ i n ven to r” th a n wou l d be exe rc i s e d by

pa te n ts . O ri g i n a l l y, th e p ro te ct i o n i n c l u d ed p ri v i l e g e s fo r fa rme rs an d

b reed e rs , a l l ow i n g th em to b reed wi th p ro te cte d p l a n t va r i e t i e s an d to

rep rod u ce th em . Th e rev i s i o n o f th e U POV i n 1 99 1 , h oweve r, ch an g ed th e

fa rme rs ' p r i v i l e g e s . S i n ce U POV 1 99 1 M embe rs o f U POV a re a l l owed to

p roh i b i t fa rm e rs to save seed s an d to rep l a n t s eed s o f p ro te cte d va ri e t i e s

wi th ou t fee s .

Th e a rra n g emen t o f th e I n te l l e c tu a l P rope rty R i g h ts i s be i n g pe rman en t l y

t i g h te n ed , pa rt i cu l a r th rou g h th e i n fl u e n ce o f th e i n d u s try. On l y a few

cou n tr i e s , s u ch as I n d i a a n d E th i op i a , we re ab l e to e s tab l i s h a su i g en e ri s

s ys tem th a t s u ppo rts th e Fa rme rs ' R i g h ts ra th e r th an th e p ri va te econ omy.

I n d u s tr i a l cou n tr i e s a re try i n g to abo l i s h th i s s ys tem th rou g h b i l a te ra l t ra d i n g

t rea t i e s , e . g . th e F ree Trad e Ag reemen t be tween I n d i a an d th e EU th a t i s

abou t to be d eba te d .

Pa ten ts on l i fe

Al on g wi th g en e t i c e n g i n ee r i n g , th e p r i n c i p l e o f pa te n t i n g seed s h as a l s o

man ag ed to sn eak i n to th e E u ropean l aw. Th e pa te n t p ro te ct i o n ra n g es from

th e g en e to h a rves t , m an u factu re an d b reed i n g . Th e re a re pa te n t fee s fo r

eve ryth i n g . B reed i n g , s a v i n g seed s an d rep rod u ct i o n o f pa te n te d seed s i s

fo rb i d d en .

I t i s c l e a r th a t th e

i n te l l e c tu a l p rope rty

r i g h ts o f p l a n ts an d

seed s – i n th e i n te re s t

o f m a j o r compan i e s –

h ave become s tr i c te r i n

th e se pas t yea rs . Th i s

t r i g g e red a p ri ce

i n crea se o f seed s an d

mon opo l y fo rma t i o n on

th e seed ma rke t .

A d e fi n i te a l a rm s i g n a l

i s th a t , e ven

o rg an i s a t i o n s th a t

u su a l l y s u ppo rt

p r i va t i s a t i o n – l i ke th e

Worl d Ban k an d th e

WTO –, a dm i t th a t

th e re i s a l i n k be tween



s tr i c te r i n te l l e c tu a l p rope rty r i g h ts a n d mon opo l y fo rma t i o n i n th e seed s secto r,

a s we l l a s be tween pa te n ts on seed s an d r i s i n g seed p ri ce s .

Seed Marke t i n g l eg i s l a t i on

Th e Seed M a rke t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n i s , h oweve r, n o t a s p re sen t i n th e med i a an d i n

pu b l i c a s pa te n ts an d p l a n t va r i e ty r i g h ts .

Wh i l e th e fi e l d o f I n te l l e c tu a l P rope rty R i g h ts i s s u pposed to p ro te ct th e

i n te re s ts o f th e b reed e rs , th e Seed M a rke t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n d i c ta te s wh i ch p l a n t

va r i e t i e s a re a l l owed to be me rch an d i s e d on th e commerc i a l s eed s ma rke t .

Acco rd i n g to th e l e g i s l a t i o n , th e on l y va r i e t i e s a l l owed on th e ma rke t a re th ose

wh i ch a re reg i s te re d i n th e Common EU Ca ta l o g u e o f va r i e t i e s . Th e cr i te r i a fo r

th e reg i s t ra t i o n a re g ea red towa rd s i n d u s tr i a l s eed s . M an y tra d i t i o n a l a n d

reg i o n a l va r i e t i e s , a s we l l a s n ew va ri e t i e s wh i ch a re q u a l i f i e d fo r o rg an i c

fa rm i n g , d o n o t app l y to th ose cr i te r i a a n d a re th e re fo re n o t con s i d e red

reg i s t ra b l e . A l s o , th e reg i s t ra t i o n o f va r i e t i e s i s l i n ked wi th s u ch h i g h cos ts

th a t i t h a rd l y pays o ff fo r sma l l b reed i n g compan i e s .

S i n ce th e Seed M a rke t i n g Act i s cu rre n t l y i n re v i s i o n an d i s abou t to be

u n i t i s e d fo r a l l EU cou n tr i e s , a d i s cu s s i o n abou t h ow th e seed s l e g i s l a t i o n

cou l d be remod e l e d an d h ow th e re spect i ve EU comm i t te e s cou l d be

i n fl u e n ced h as a rou sed be tween b reed i n g compan i e s , i n i t i a t i ve s fo r seed

p ro te ct i o n , g a rd en e rs an d fa rme rs .

Th e Seed M a rke t i n g Leg i s l a t i o n ´ s E u rope -w i d e u n i t i s a t i o n i s a p rob l em ,

e spec i a l l y fo r EU cou n tr i e s th a t s t i l l cu l t i va te t ra d i t i o n a l p l a n t va r i e t i e s an d EU

cou n tr i e s i n wh i ch peasan t a g r i cu l tu re an d seed exch an g es a re s t i l l common l y

accep te d an d pa rt o f th e cu l tu ra l p ra ct i s e .

Th e p l a c i n g on th e ma rke t ( b y se l l i n g o r exch an g i n g ) o f seed s th a t a re n o t

re g i s te re d i n th e Common EU Ca ta l o g u e wi l l b e i l l e g a l wh en th e n ew u n i t i s e d

E u ropean l aw i s en fo rced .

S o fa r, th e EU l e g i s l a t i o n con ce rn i n g seed s i s a maze o f pa rag raph s . E ven key

te rm s , e . g . “ p l a c i n g on th e ma rke t ” , a re n ' t a ccu ra te l y d e fi n e d ye t .

React i on o f th e seed movemen t

U n fo rtu n a te l y, n o t e ven th e membe rs o f th e cr i t i ca l s eed act i v i s t m i l i e u ag ree

on h ow a l l th e se p rob l em s sh ou l d be so l ved . Th e op i n i o n s an d pos i t i o n s o f th e

cou n tr i e s an d act i v i s ts a re j u s t too d i ffe re n t .

I n fl u e n c i n g th e EU seed l aw e l a bo ra t i o n by l obby i n g i s a fi rs t s te p . Th e so -

ca l l e d EU Con se rva t i o n Va ri e t i e s G u i d e l i n e s a l re ad y i n c l u d e s th e bas i c i d ea o f

d i m i n i s h i n g th e cos ts an d th e bu reau cracy o f a Common EU Ca ta l o g u e

reg i s t ra t i o n . H oweve r, re a l i ty h a sn ' t ca u g h t u p wi th th i s i d ea ye t .

Lobby i n g or g ras roo ts movemen ts?

Lobby i n g an d i n fl u e n c i n g th e EU Con se rva t i o n Va ri e t i e s G u i d e l i n e s i s a

poss i b l e me th od to su ppo rt va r i e g a te d , b reed ab l e seed s , to g e th e r w i th th e

i n te re s ts o f sma l l s eed b reed i n g an d seed con se rva t i o n o rg an i s a t i o n s . A more

e l a bo ra te va r i e t i e s con se rva t i o n g u i d e l i n e wou l d en su re an o ffi c i a l a n d we l l -

re g u l a te d seed ma rke t , i n c l u d i n g t ra d i t i o n a l l a n d va ri e t i e s too . Th e g oa l o f th i s

m e th od i s to ch an g e th e reg i s t ra t i o n cr i te r i a so th a t t ra d i t i o n a l l a n d va ri e t i e s



an d va ri e t i e s th a t a re espec i a l l y q u a l i f i e d fo r o rg an i c fa rm i n g can a l s o be

reg i s te re d i n th e Common EU Ca ta l o g u e as con se rva t i o n va r i e t i e s , wh i ch can

be o ffi c i a l l y s o l d . I n i t i a t i ve s su ppo rt i n g th e va ri e ty con se rva t i o n cou l d

th e re fo re s top ope ra t i n g i n th e g rey a rea o f l e g i s l a t i o n . I t wou l d a l s o p roh i b i t

l awsu i ts l i ke th e on e ag a i n s t th e F ren ch i n i t i a t i ve “Kokope l l i ” .

B u t l o bby i n g an d i n fl u e n c i n g th e EU seed l aws a l s o ca l l s fo r pa t i e n ce an d

op t i m i sm . E ven i f i n i t i a t i ve s an d NGOs a re asked to p l a y a pa rt i n th e EU

act i o n sh ee t , th i s d oesn ' t a u toma t i ca l l y m ean th a t th ey a re ab l e to s ta n d u p to

th e s tron g l obby o f i n d u s try an d en te rp r i s e s .

I n s tead o f g e t t i n g l o s t i n th e maze o f l aws , on e cou l d a l s o es tab l i s h

a l te rn a t i ve s to th e fo rma l a n d l aw- focu sed seed s secto r.

Th i s i n c l u d e s pu b l i c seed ban ks , a s we l l a s kn owl e d g e o f seed p ropag a t i o n , to

be c i rcu l a te d free l y a n d pe rman en t b reed i n g o f seed s to en h an ce th e i r

a d ap ta t i o n to th e en v i romen t a n d th e c l i m a te .

I t i s i m po rta n t to con s i d e r bo th me th od s as poss i b l e so l u t i o n s to th e p rob l em –

on e me th od d oes n o t n ecessa ri l y e xc l u d e th e o th e r. Lobby i n g a t th e EU l e ve l

w i l l o n l y be i n fl u e n t i a l i f th e re a re a l te rn a t i ve s th a t can be po i n te d ou t .

Ch oos i n g a l te rn a t i ve me th od s , h oweve r, w i l l o n l y be poss i b l e i f th e l aws a ren ' t

s o s t r i c t th a t e ve ry s tep i n a n o th e r d i re c t i o n i s fo rb i d d en .

Th e seed campa i g n s re l a t i n g to

th e Vi a Campes i n a Act i o n Day, on

Ap ri l 1 7 th , h a ve sh own u s th a t i t

i s , i n fa ct , p os s i b l e to e s tab l i s h

a l te rn a t i ve s to th e p re sen t seed

a rra n g emen ts .

Seed swaps as a pract i ca l an d

po l i t i c i z i n g momen t

Bes i d e s th e l a rg e d emon s tra t i o n s

i n fa vou r o f seed sove re i g n ty an d

ag a i n s t th e EU - l e g i s l a t i o n i n

B ru s se l s on Ap ri l 1 8 th , m an y

d ecen tra l i ze d act i v i t i e s an d

even ts fo r seed sove re i g n ty an d

espec i a l l y s eed swaps took p l a ce

a l l o ve r E u rope . Th e En g l i s h

campa i g n „S eed y Su n d ays “ , wh i ch

– i n sp i re d by s i m i l a r a ct i v i t i e s i n

Can ad a – o rg an i ze s seed swaps

across th e UK, i s se rv i n g a s a

mod e l . Peop l e g a th e r to exch an g e

GMO- free an d n on -h yb r i d seed s ,

you n g p l a n ts an d expe ri e n ces .

S i n ce th en , s eed swaps campa i g n s h ave n o t j u s t g rown bu t a l s o i n t ro d u ced

o th e r act i v i t i e s l i ke books exch an g es an d cu l tu ra l p rog ram s fo r ch i l d re n an d

you th , a s we l l a s mov i e s an d th ea tre p l a ys . Cou rse s abou t th e sp read i n g an d

con se rva t i o n o f seed va ri e t i e s a re o ffe re d as we l l . Th e n umbe r o f v i s i to rs i s



con s ta n t l y g rowi n g . H en ce seed swaps con s t i tu te an i d ea l fo rm o f act i o n to l i n k

peop l e , wh o i n o th e r con te xts wou l d h a rd l y cros s i n each o th e rs way. Fo r

examp l e , o l d a n d you n g , m i g ra n ts an d l o ca l s wh ose fam i l i e s a re d eep l y roo te d

i n th e reg i o n , p eop l e from c i t i e s an d v i l l a g e s , g rou ps wh o fi g h t fo r soc i a l

ca u ses an d th ose wh o a re more con ce rn ed wi th en v i ro nmen ta l i s s u e s . Th e

top i c o f seed s can open a b road d eba te abou t a g r i cu l tu re , p rope rty an d th e

l a rg e r soc i o -po l i t i ca l i s s u e s , wh i l e e n cou rag i n g d i ffe re n t fo rm s o f act i o n . I n

B e rl i n , fo r i n s ta n ce , a co l o u rfu l G u e rr i l l a G a rd en i n g pa rad e p l a n te d g reen

crops on an aban d on ed s tr i p o f l a n d i n th e scope o f a seed swap even t .

L i n k i n g Ru ra l an d U rban ag ri cu l tu re

“As a woman from th e c i ty, I ca n a l s o make a con tr i b u t i o n to seed

sove re i g n ty ! ” s a i d a v i s i to r a fte r a keyn o te speech i n th e scope o f a seed swap

even t – exp re ss i n g a co re po i n t o f th e g rowi n g movemen t : w i th i n d ecad es , th e

u rban man h as a l i e n a te d h i m se l f from n a tu re an d ag ri cu l tu ra l p rod u ct i o n

p rocesses . Th i s h a s cau sed we l l kn own seve re con seq u en ces – from an

i n crea se o f p sych o - soc i a l d i s o rd e rs to reg u l a r l y occu rr i n g food scan d a l s –

wh i ch rep re sen t on l y th e peak o f s u pe rma rke t p rob l em s . Acco rd i n g to man y

peop l e , a cr i t i ca l tu rn i n g po i n t h a s been reach ed . Th ey d o n o t wan t to con t i n u e

l i ke th i s a n ymore an d h ave act i ve l y d ec i d ed to d o some th i n g to ch an g e th e

s i tu a t i o n . A g a rd en boom i s eme rg i n g i n u rban a reas . You n g fam i l i e s re n t a

p i e ce o f l a n d ou ts i d e th e c i ty cen tre , l e ft -w i n g g rou ps beg i n to d i s cove r

en v i ro nmen ta l i s s u e s an d occu py u n cu l t i va te d fi e l d s to con ve rt th em i n to

commu n i ty g a rd en s . M o re an d more peop l e beg i n to be con ce rn ed abou t th e

o r i g i n a n d q u a l i ty o f seed s . Th e s tep

from own seed p rod u ct i o n an d swap

to act i v i sm i s c l o se . B es i d e s th e

ad van ta g es o f cos t sav i n g s , th e own

p rod u ct i o n o f seed s i s expe ri e n ced by

you n g peop l e wi th th e p r i d e o f h av i n g

crea te d some th i n g wi th th e i r own

h an d s . S ome speak o f an ad d i c t i ve

fa cto r o r sa t i s fa ct i o n i n t ry i n g to

ob ta i n mo re an d more d i ve rse seed s .

I f th e se peop l e a l s o con cep tu a l i ze

th e i r a ct i v i ty a s a po l i t i ca l s ta temen t

a n d act i ve l y en g ag e th em se l ve s i n

s u ppo rt i n g free va ri e t i e s , a s t ron g

movemen t cou l d d eve l op . U rban

c i t i ze n s wou l d s h ow an i n te re s t fo r

th e con ce rn s o f fa rme rs ( d u e to

h eavy wo rk l oad , l o n g wo rk i n g h ou rs

fa rme rs h a rd l y h ave t i m e fo r po l i t i ca l

a c t i v i sm ) . Th e re fo re , p rob l em s o f th e

i n d u s tr i a l i ze d ag r i cu l tu re cou l d be t te r

be ta ck l e d tog e th e r. Th e c i ty a n d th e

cou n trys i d e wou l d n o l o n g e r be

sepa ra te d en v i ro nmen ts , l o a d ed wi th

m u tu a l p re j u d i ce s .



Too th l es s Wi sd om

Whereas you n g peop l e beg i n to re d i s cove r th e seed as an i n te re s t i n g top i c ,

th e e l d e r l y, o n th e o th e r h an d , h ave a l ways expe ri e n ced seed p rod u ct i o n a s

pa rt o f e ve ryd ay l i fe . Th e i r vo i ce an d expe rt i s e a re g ra d u a l l y be i n g h ea rd an d

recog n i zed wi th i n th e seed swap movemen t . S eed swaps

su ch as , fo r i n s ta n ce , “Red d e Sem i l l a s ” i n S pa i n o r

“Co l h e r pa ra Semea r” i n Po rtu g a l , re g u l a r l y
o rg an i ze a so ca l l e d “ rou n d tab l e o f w i s d om ” .

O l d peop l e , o ve r 80 yea rs , wh o h ave ra re l y

eve r l e ft th e i r v i l l a g e , pa rt i c i p a te i n th e se

rou n d tab l e s an d sh a re th e i r e xpe rt i s e abou t o l d

va r i e t i e s o f seed s an d th e re spect i ve

cu l t i va t i o n me th od s . Th e rou n d tab l e s a re be i n g

fi l m ed to p re se rve o l d a n d n ea rl y l o s t

kn owl e d g e to fu tu re g en e ra t i o n s .

Seed spread s by n a tu re - we h e l p i t to trave l

Seed s a re n o t re s t r i c te d to n a t i o n a l b o rd e rs o r te rr i to r i e s . I n th e g l oba l i z i n g

wo rl d , i t i s i n crea s i n g l y sp read i n g – fo r th e be t te r o r fo r th e wo rse . Th u s , th e

po l i t i za t i o n o f th e g a rd en an d seed s top i cs i n vo l ve s , i n a d d i t i o n to o th e r

i n te g ra t i ve a spects , a n i n te rcu l tu ra l compon en t : o n on e h an d , th e re i s th e

cu r i o s i ty abou t th e “ e xo t i c ” s eed from Tu rkey o r I n d on es i a an d , o n th e o th e r

h an d , m i g ra n ts g e t a poss i b i l i ty to g e t i n con ta ct w i th peop l e from th e h os t

soc i e ty an d exch an g e i d eas abou t g a rd en i n g . Commu n i ca t i o n i n g a rd en i n g an d

seed swap i s n o t re s t r i c te d to l a n g u ag e o r be l o n g i n g . I n G e rman y, th e re a re

cu rre n t l y 8 0 i n te rcu l tu ra l g a rd en s – wi th a g rowi n g t re n d . F o r some m i g ra n ts ,

commu n i ty g a rd en i n g h as p roven to be a su ppo rt i ve an d h e l p fu l cop i n g

s t ra te g y i n th e ad ap ta t i o n to th e i r h os t soc i e ty an d fo r d ea l i n g wi th t ra uma ta

an d a l i e n a t i o n . Th e top i c o f seed s an d seed swaps sh ou l d be i n te g ra te d i n th e

i n te rcu l tu ra l g a rd en s , a s m i g ra n ts con s t i tu te l i n kag es to th e i r h ome cou n try. At

th e momen t , a l aw i s abou t to be i m p l emen te d a t EU l e ve l . B u t th e b road e r

s t ra te g y revea l s th a t th e EU wi l l g e n e ra l l y h ave more i n fl u e n ce on seed i s s u es

g l oba l l y. Th e abovemen t i o n ed free tra d e ag reemen t be tween I n d i a an d th e EU

a l read y p red i c ts th a t th e g l oba l food mod e l w i l l b e s tee red by th e EU .

J a n u n Gö t t i n g en i s a Ge rman en v i ronmen ta l o rg an i s a t i o n th a t focu ses on su ch

a p ro j e c t th i s yea r.

We a re espec i a l l y t ry i n g to reach you n g peop l e from d i ffe re n t EU cou n tr i e s . S o

fa r, th e pa rt i c i p a t i n g i n i t i a t i ve s come from Portu g a l , S pa i n a n d Ge rman y. Th ey

cu l t i va te seed s from th e i r re g i o n s th a t can n o t be fou n d i n th e Common EU

Ca ta l o g u e o f va r i e t i e s an d th a t a re – mos t l i ke l y – bou n d to be con s i d e red

i l l e g a l a fte r th e n ew EU l aw comes i n to fo rce . F u rth e rmo re , th e pa rt i c i p a t i n g

i n i t i a t i ve s t ry to fo l l ow u p th e p l a n n ed l e g i s l a t i o n an d i ts con seq u en ces , wh i l e

a l s o ed u ca t i n g th em se l ve s i n a mo re p ract i ca l way – h ow d oes on e bu i l d S eed

Bombs , h ow d oes on e reap seed s from toma toes? Th e g rou ps commu n i ca te

th rou g h an i n te rn e t webs i te a n d sh a re th e i r p rog re s s . I n S ep tembe r 2 0 1 1 , th e

g rou ps wi l l m ee t a t a n i n te rn a t i o n a l a c t i v i ty a n d en cou n te r camp wi th i n th e



framework o f th e “Rec l a i m Th e F i e l d s Camp ” to exch an g e th e reaped seed s .

Th i s camp wi l l re l e a se i n te re s t i n g pu l s e s , e . g . th rou g h seed sem i n a rs wi th

th eo re t i ca l a n d p ract i ca l p a rts a n d th rou g h d i s cu s s i o n s con ce rn i n g th e po l i t i ca l

a g en d a o f th e top i c . H ope fu l l y, i d ea s fo r fu rth e r act i v i t i e s w i l l come u p as we l l .

www.seed-souvereignty.org www.janun-goettingen.de www.reddesemil las.es

www.seedysundays.org www.urbanacker.de www.weltagrarbericht.de

7 th M ay, N o tre -Dame -d es -Lan d es . Afte r th e ca l l o f th e o rg an i za t i o n Rec l a i m

th e F i e l d s an d th e occu pan ts o f th e ZAD [1 ] , 1 0 0 0 peop l e from a rou n d N an te s ,

a l l fo u r co rn e rs o f F ran ce an d beyon d , we re mob i l i ze d to co l l e c t i ve l y occu py a

pa rce l o f was te l a n d , c l e a r i t , a n d beg i n a p ro j e c t o f a g r i cu l tu ra l commu n i ty

g a rd en i n g on th i s l a n d .

Th i s a ct i o n i s s i ts i n th e con text o f th e occu pa t i o n o f th e a rea a ffe cte d by th e

a i rpo rt ; a g a i n s t th e d ead l y u rban i z i n g po l i t i cs o f m e tropo l i ta n N an te s ; fo r th e

reapp rop ri a t i o n o f a g r i cu l tu ra l l a n d s , wh e re access i s p rog re s s i ve l y mo re

d i ffi cu l t d u e to con cre t i s a t i o n , l a n d specu l a t i o n an d th e po l i c i e s o f fa rm

en l a rg emen t .

I n th e ea rl y mo rn i n g , s e ve ra l h u n d red peop l e l oa d ed

u p a tow l i n e wi th p l a n ks . B a rre l s o f bee r,

wh ee l b a rrows , a n i n fo k i o sk , s t reame rsW too l s

rema i n ed on th e sh ou l d e rs a s eve ryon e g a th e red

tog e th e r a t th e mee t i n g po i n t . I n th i s way, a fi rs t

p rocess i o n reach ed th e en d o f th e ZAD . I n th e

d i s ta n ce th e re we re mob i l e a rmed g u a rd s , h i d d en

ou t o f th e way : h a l f tu rn , re ve rse , fo rwa rdW Faced

wi th th i s sma l l b a n d wh i ch seems to l a ck

o rg an i za t i o n , th ey fl e d . Th ey d i d n o t seem to wan t to

see u s u p c l o se .

1 0 h . Pu n ctu a l a rr i va l a t La Paq u e l a i s . Afte r 3 0

m i n u te s wa i t i n g , a p rocess i o n o f abou t 8 0 00 peop l e

an d 5 tra cto rs h ead ed i n th e d i re ct i o n o f th e ZAD to

g a th e r a t th e l a n d to be c l e a red . S pad es , p i tch fo rks ,

s cyth e s , h a l b e rd s , m ach e te sW th e too l s we re h e l d h i g h . ‘ On e cou l d say th a t we

we re s to rm i n g th e bas t i l l e ! ’ , commen ts on e e l d e r l y m an , a sm i l e on h i s l i p s .

‘ F o rwa rd fo r th e peasan t re vo l t ’ c r i e s an o th e r. N o u n i fy i n g s l o g an s , b u t a

pa rad e i n te rspe rsed wi th sma l l g rou ps , e ach as i m ag i n a t i ve a s th e n ext .

Ca rr i e d a l o n g by a ba tu cad a , s on g s , s l o g an s , a b i cyc l e -m ou n te d PA

sys temW th e a tmosph e re i s wa rm an d ch ee rfu l .

Arr i v i n g a t th e l a n d , a sma l l fi rs t s peech ta kes p l a ce ; too man y peop l e , n o t



en ou g h wa t ts , n o t e ve rybod y man ag es to h ea r o r ta ke pa rt , b u t th e crowd i s

en th u s i a s t i c . A tra cto r open s th e was te l a n d an d th e c l e a re rs en te r th e scen e .

At th e same t i m e , th e ba r i s p u t u p , th e bee r coo l e d , th e l o g i s t i cs fo r th e d ay

a re pu t i n p l a ce . F i e l d s i d e , a fte r 1 h ou r o f wo rk , th e l a n d i s a l re ad y we l l

c l e a red . Th e acco rd i o n s come ou t a n d an i m p rov i s e d d an ce fl oo r appea rs .

E ve ryth i n g g oes i n to th e c l e a r i n g ; a few fi n g e rs a re cu t i n v i ew o f th e en e rg y

pu t i n to th e wo rk ! S ome worke rs even fo rg e t to ea t !

I n th e m i d d l e o f th e a fte rn oon , a sma l l s ou n d sys tem i s e recte d on th e l a n d , fo r

th e speech es : va r i o u s g rou ps fi g h t i n g ag a i n s t th e N o tre -Dame Ai rpo rt ; b u t a l s o

co l l e c t i ve s from e l s ewh e re p ro te s t i n g ag a i n s t l a n d d eve l opmen t ( a g a i n s t a h i g h

vo l ta g e l i n e i n Ca ta l u n ya , a g a i n s t th e exte n s i o n o f H ea th row a i rpo rt ) a n d more

wi tn e s ses o f p rev i o u s su ccess fu l p ro te s ts i n th e reg i o n ( a g a i n s t n u c l e a r

reacto r p ro j e c ts a t Ca rn e t a n d Pe l l e r i n ) . Afte r th e se speech es , m ee t i n g po i n ts

fo r va r i o u s p ro te s ts an d act i o n s a re g i ven fo r th e u pcom i n g mon th , a rou n d

N o tre Dame an d beyon d . Th e g rou ps rema i n to ca rryon d i s cu s s i n g a ran g e o f

i s s u es : g en t i fr i ca t i o n o f th e cou n trys i d e , th e fi g h t a g a i n s t th e MAT, memori e s

o f pa s t p ro te s ts a re sh a redW .

I t g oes on th rou g h ou t th e a fte rn oon an d i n to th e n i g h t : a d ozen h eaps o f

b ramb l e s a re s trewn across th e g rou n d . M i s s i o n accomp l i s h ed ! Work rema i n s –

fe l l i n g a few trees an d p repa ri n g th e l a n d , b u t a l re ad y an i m p re ss i ve amou n t o f

wo rk h as been comp l e te d . Th e ag ri cu l tu ra l wo rk can soon beg i n ! Th e d ay

fi n i s h e s wi th a n even i n g o f con ce rts , fe s t i v i t i e s , m ee t i n g s , t i l l l a te i n th e n i g h t .

S u n d ay, a d i ffi cu l t awaken i n g , b u t th e d i s cu s s i o n s a re o rg an i zed abou t a n

even tu a l a n t i G 8 /G 20 camp on th e ZAD . Th i s a ct i o n i s th e fi rs t l a rg e sca l e

occu pa t i o n o f th e zon e i n vo l ved i n th e a i rpo rt . Th e g en e ra l e n th u s i a sm

p rovokes i d ea s fo r n ew act i o n s o f th i s type . At th e same t i m e , th e occu pa t i o n



o f th e ZAD h as been fo l l owed u p ; o th e r i n s ta l l a t i o n s a re i n p rog re s s .

We wi l l n o t l e t o u rse l ve s be ev i c te d .

[ 1 ] Th e zon e ass i g n ed fo r h u g e d eve l opmen t i n c l u d i n g an a i rpo rt , a bypass

an d a tg v tra i n l i n e , o ffi c i a l l y kn own as th e ZAD , “Zon e d 'Amen egmen t D i ffe rè ”

a n d by th ose re s i s t i n g a s th e “Zon e A De fen d re ”






