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In the R
hineland m

any areas consists of the highly fertile 
loess-soil. It is estim

ated that around 80 percent of the 
global corn and grain production is carried out on loess 
soil. Loess soil is easy to w

ork w
ith light m

achinery, but 
is 

com
pacted 

through 
the 

use 
of 

heavy 
agricultural 

m
achinery, 

w
hich 

alone 
can 

lead 
to 

its 
perm

anent 
destruction. D

uring the beginning of the re-naturation, 
30%

 of the area w
as perm

anently dam
aged through w

rong 
deposition and m

ixing of hum
us layers. Peasants have 

com
plained that they can not grow

 as diverse and do not 
have harvest the sam

e yields on these new
 fields w

hich in 
turn leads to am

 m
ore intensive usage of fertilizers. 

O
rganic 

farm
ing 

becom
es 

im
possible 

for 
the 

next 
decades. The spiral of environm

ental destruction runs its 
course. 
 Further im

pacts are: 
 

✗ 
R

W
E 

d
e
s
ig
n
a
te
s
  
a
g
r
ic
u
ltu

r
a
l  

la
n
d
  
a
s
  
“
n
a
tu
r
e
  

c
o
m
p
e
n
s
a
tio

n
  
a
r
e
a
s
”
  
a
s
  
n
a
tu
r
e
  
c
o
n
s
e
r
v
a
tio

n
  
a
r
e
a
s
,  

such as the H
am

bacher Forst, are destroyed in the 
m

ining process. Therefore, even few
er area can be 

used as farm
land. A

s a consequence, a com
petition 

betw
een agriculture and nature preservation results. 

 ✗ The ground w
ater is pum

ped from
 500m

 below
 

ground so that the m
ines do not run full of w

ater. A
 

consequence of this is that rain w
ater drains faster, 

soil dries m
ore quickly and natural w

et areas have to 
be w

atered artificially. These effects are felt as far as 
the N

etherlands and B
elgium

 at 50km
 distance. 

 ✗ Y
ields decrease because of the clouding due to 

em
issions by pow

er plants. (The sugar content of 
sugar beets decreases in affected areas) 
 ✗ 

The 
dem

and for 
land is extrem

ely high and 
through the increased com

petition the prices for land 
increase. In the R

hineland one hectare land costs 
8
0
.0
0
0
  
€
,  
w
h
ic
h
  
e
q
u
a
ls
  
a
  
p
r
ic
e
  
o
f
  
8
€
  
p
e
r
  
s
q
u
a
r
e
  

m
eter, w

hereas usually in G
erm

any a square m
eter 

of cultivated land is sold at a square m
eter price of 

2-
3
  
€
.  
R
W
E
,  
o
n
  
th
e
  
c
o
n
tr
a
r
y
,  
b
o
u
g
h
t  
th
e
  
H
a
m
b
a
c
h
  

Forest at a price of 50 Pfennig (roughly 25 eurocent) 
a square m

eter. R
W

E also keeps all gains from
 

tim
ber 

sales. 
Sm

all-scale 
farm

s, 
as 

everyw
here 

around the w
orld, can not com

pete w
ith this kind of 

capitalist 
com

petition 
m

achinery 
and 

have 
to 

abandon their farm
s. 

  
    

Growing resistance 
Sm

all 
farm

s 2 
cannot 

survive 
w

ithin 
this 

capitalist 
com

petition system
 and have to give up financially. The 

regional destruction of land as described above has to be 
seen in context w

ith the global scarcity of land and the 
increasing 

degradation 
of 

soil 
caused 

by 
industrial 

farm
ing and the im

pacts of global w
arm

ing (key term
 

Peak 
Soil). 

The 
food 

that 
cannot 

be 
grow

n 
in 

the 
R

hineland any longer has to 
be im

ported! This has 
contributes 

to 
the 

increasing 
global 

com
petition 

for 
farm

land and exploding am
ounts of conflicts about land 

(
“
la
n
d
g
r
a
b
b
in
g
”
).  

I
f  
y
o
u
  
w
a
n
t  
to
  
k
n
o
w
  
m
o
r
e
  
a
b
o
u
t  
th
is
  

issue, 
read 

the 
background 

paper 
about 

this: 
http://w

w
w

.reclaim
thefields.org/background 

 These exam
ples show

 that the exploitation of coal is not 
only extrem

ely dam
aging to the local environm

ent and the 
clim

ate, but that it causes a further decline of food 
production 

– 
in the face 

of nearly a billion people 
suffering from

 hunger w
orldw

ide. A
s a consequence of 

global w
arm

ing w
e have to expect a dram

atic loss of crop 
yields due to droughts, floodings and other extrem

e 
w

eather events. W
e have to expect that conflicts about the 

resources land and fertile soil w
ill aggravate. W

e have to 
find w

ays of generating energy and farm
ing food that do 

not destroy our livelihoods or ecosystem
s. A

nd w
e have 

to create a fair, equal access to our rem
aining resources.  

 L
e
t’
s
  
c
r
e
a
te
  
a
n
  
a
lte

rnative to capitalism
 by cooperative, 

collective, independent, sm
all-scale productions based on 

p
e
o
p
le
’
s
  
n
e
e
d
s
.  
L
e
t’
s
  
c
o
n
n
e
c
t  
lo
c
a
l  
a
c
tio

n
s
  
w
ith

  
g
lo
b
a
l,  

political struggles and m
ovem

ents!  
 This is how

 w
e can fight against global injustice. 

  
R

esistance is fertile! 
  

 

     RECLAIM
 THE FIELDS

 

                                                              
2 W

e do not w
ant to rom

anticize sm
all scale farm

s nor equate them
 w

ith 
peasants, as m

ost sm
all-scale farm

s act on capitalist principles as w
ell. 

The authors acknow
ledge and refer, in their positive use of the w

ords 
peasants, to the definition at w

w
w

.reclaim
thefields.org. 
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 Climate Camp, Actions Days, RtF –Camp 2013  
  Campamento Climático, jornadas de acción, Campamento RtF 2013  

  

     How is lignite-mining connected to Reclaim the Fields?  
 In 2013 the E

uropean R
eclaim

 the F
ields C

am
p w

ill 
take 

place together w
ith the C

lim
ate 

C
am

p in 
the 

R
hineland, G

erm
any. The aim

 of this text is to show
 

how
 the causes and effects of clim

ate change and the 
destruction and expropriation of land all around the 
w

orld are interconnected, w
hich is w

hy the struggles of 
both C

lim
ate and R

tF
-C

am
p are interconnected, and 

thus w
hy the tw

o cam
ps are held sim

ultaneously. 
 Some facts about lignite-mining in the Rhineland 
 In order to m

ine the lignite, the Energy U
tility C

om
pany 

R
W

E is digging giant craters in the R
hineland, turning 

landscapes into m
oonscapes. Today the open-cast coal 

m
in
e
  
H
a
m
b
a
c
h
  
is
  
E
u
r
o
p
e
’
s
  
la
r
g
e
s
t  
w
ith

  
a
  
d
e
p
th
  
o
f  
4
0
0
m
  

and stretching over an area of 84km
². This hole could 

sw
allow

 the city-centre of Paris. It is planned to be nearly 
doubled in size in the future. 
 A

part from
 the destruction of forests and w

hole villages, 
there is a loss of agricultural land, w

hich w
e w

ill focus on 
below

. W
ithin one year 100 m

illion tons of lignite are 
being m

ined in the R
hineland coal fields, 90 m

illion tons 
of w

hich are converted into electricity and 10 m
illion are 

processed into briquettes. These processes release huge 
quantities of fine particle m

atter, som
e of this being 

radioactive. The particle m
atter em

issions of the open-cast 
m

ines are greater than those of the w
hole G

erm
an car 

traffic. These em
issions are one of the m

ain causes for the 
increased occurrence of cancer, dem

entia and vascular 
diseases in the R

hineland. In G
erm

any approxim
ately 

3100 people die every year from
 the effects of coal fired 

pow
er plants. This figure does not include the effects of 

open-cast m
ining

1. 
 The coal-fired pow

er plants in the R
hineland are the 

biggest em
itters of C

O
2 in Europe. For each ton of coal 

converted into electricity, one ton of C
O

2 is released into 
the air.  
                                                                
1http://w

w
w

.greenpeace.de/them
en/energie/nachrichten/artikel/3100_tod

esfaelle_durch_deutschlands_schaedlichste_kohlekraftw
erke-1/ 

 

         A
 sm

all exam
ple in order to underscore the m

agnitude of 
these em

issions: A
 beech tree binds 12.5 kg of C

O
2 in the 

course of a year, and significantly less during the first 
years of grow

th. This m
eans that to com

pensate one ton 
of C

O
2 yearly, 80 beech trees w

ould need to be planted. 
Instead, the last rem

ainders of the H
am

bach Forest are 
destroyed to m

ake w
ay for the m

ine. This ancient forest 
once used to be as big as 4500ha, and it still is one of 
Europe's biggest natural forests, housing rare anim

als 
such as the B

echstein's bat. O
n top of all this, coal m

ining 
is prom

oted by both regional and national political levels 
in G

erm
any even though it is em

phasized that the cheap 
coal does not need subsidies, in contrast to the expensive 
renew

able energies. For exam
ple, R

W
E does not need to 

pay taxes on the extracted raw
 m

aterials, they only pay a 
reduced 

w
ater 

w
ithdraw

al 
fee 

and 
the 

national 
and 

regional households pay m
ost of the reallocation-costs for 

the A
4 m

otorw
ay. M

oreover, R
W

E is only m
arginally 

involved w
ith the follow

-up costs.  

A
ll of this show

s that profits are privatized w
hereas 

external costs lie w
ith the public. In the end, coal is only 

cheap for R
W

E. 
 

 

 Impactos de la extracción de lignito en la Agricultura 
U

ntil the end of 2010, in the R
hineland a total area of 

30.877,2 ha land w
as utilized for open-cast lignite m

ining. 
2
1
.5
2
9
,5
  h
a
  o
f  th

is
  w

a
s
  “
r
e-
c
u
ltiv

a
te
d
”
,  o

f  w
h
ic
h
  1
1
.3
7
4
,6
  

ha are m
eant for agricultural use. H

ow
ever, an area of 

cultivable land has been lost that could have supplied 
food for 80.000 people. This can be explained by the 
effects of intensive land use, w

hich can create perm
anent 

dam
ages. M

ore loss of land is expected until the projected 
end of m

ining activities in 2040. These losses have a 
num

ber of reasons apart from
 the direct digging activities: 
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r p
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p

ro
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 Please join the bulletin group!! 
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 p
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t to
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m
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o
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w
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W
ho
 
w
e 
a
r
e?

 

We are... 
 W

e are a group of peasants, landless and prospective 
peasants, as w

ell as people 
w

ho are taking back 
control over food production.  
  W

e  understand  “peasants”  as  people  w
ho  produce  

food on a sm
all scale, for them

selves or for the 
com

m
unity, possibly selling a part of it. This also 

includes agricultural w
orkers. 

 W
e support and encourage people to stay on the land 

and go back to the countryside. W
e prom

ote food 
sovereignty (as defined in the N

yéléni declaration) and 
peasant agriculture, particularly am

ong young people 
and urban dw

ellers, as w
ell as alternative w

ays of life. 
In  Europe,  the  concept  ‘food  sovereignty’  is  not  very  
com

m
on and could be clarified w

ith ideas such as 
‘food  autonom

y’  and  control  over  food  system
s  by  

inclusive com
m

unities, not only nations or states. W
e 

are determ
ined to create alternatives to capitalism

 
through 

cooperative, 
collective, 

autonom
ous, 

real-
needs-oriented, sm

all-scale production and initiatives.  
W

e are putting theory into practice and linking local 
practical action w

ith global political struggles. 
 In order to achieve this, w

e participate in local actions 
through activist groups and cooperate w

ith existing 
initiatives. 

This 
is 

w
hy 

w
e 

choose 
not 

to 
be 

a 
hom

ogeneous group, but to open up to the diversity of 
actors fighting the capitalist food production m

odel. 
W

e address the issues of access to land, collective 
farm

ing, 
seed 

rights 
and 

seed 
exchange. 

W
e 

strengthen the im
pact of our w

ork through cooperation 
w

ith activists w
ho focus on different tasks but w

ho 
share the sam

e vision.  
 N

evertheless, our openness has som
e lim

its. W
e are 

determ
ined to take back control over our lives and 

refuse any form
 of authoritarianism

 and hierarchy. W
e 

respect nature and living beings, but w
ill neither  

accept nor tolerate any form
 of discrim

ination, be it  
based on race, religion, gender, nationality, sexual  
   

    orientation 
or 

social 
status. 

W
e 

refuse 
and 

w
ill 

actively oppose every form
 of exploitation of other 

people. W
ith the sam

e force and energy, w
e act w

ith 
kindness 

and 
conviviality, 

m
aking 

solidarity 
a 

concrete practice of our daily life. 
  W

e 
support 

the 
struggles 

and 
visions 

of 
la 

V
ia 

C
am

pesina, and w
ork to strengthen them

 in Europe. 
W

e w
ish to share the know

ledge and the experience 
from

 years of struggle and peasant life and enrich it 
w

ith the perspectives and strength of those of us w
ho 

are not peasants, or not yet peasants. W
e all suffer the 

consequences of the sam
e policies, and are all part of 

the sam
e fight.  

  

Seeds
T

h
e

 "R
eclaim

 th
e

 seed
s"

 w
o

rk
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
 in

v
ites

 p
eo

p
le

 to
 

co
m

e
 w

ith
 self-p

ro
d

u
ced

 seed
s

 an
d

 an
y

 d
o

cu
m

en
t th

ey
 

th
in

k
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 n

ice
 to

 sh
are. W

ith
 th

e
 p

ractice
 o

f seed
 

sw
ap

s
 w

e
 w

an
t
 to

 reflect
 ab

o
u

t
 th

e
 su

b
ject

 o
f

 seed
s 

co
llectiv

ely.

A
 Camp welcoming Children

T
h

e
 C

am
p

 is m
ean

t to
 b

e
 a

 ch
ild

ren
 frien

d
ly

 sp
ace, w

h
ere

 

ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 th

eir affin
ity

 p
erso

n
s

 h
av

e
 a

 sp
ace

 an
d

 are
 

in
clu

d
ed

 in
 actio

n
s, th

e
 p

ro
g

ram
 an

d
 o

th
er cam

p
 activ

ities. 

W
e are

 aw
are th

at p
o

litical actio
n

s an
d

 cam
p

s o
ften

 co
n

tain
 

o
b

stacles
 fo

r p
aren

ts
 an

d
 affin

ity
 p

erso
n

 o
f ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 

th
u

s
 ex

clu
d

e
 th

em
. T

ak
in

g
 in

to
 acco

u
n

t th
e

 real n
eed

s
 o

f 
ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 affin
ity

 p
erso

n
s w

e
 w

an
t to

 create
 a

 sp
ace

 fo
r 

ev
ery

o
n

e. P
lease

 feel w
elco

m
e

 to
 co

m
e

 to
 th

e
 cam

p
 an

d
 

p
articip

ate! W
e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 h

ap
p

y
 if y

o
u

 w
o

u
ld

 g
et in

 to
u

ch
 

w
ith

 u
s

 b
efo

reh
an

d
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 talk
 ab

o
u

t an
 ad

eq
u

ate
 

arran
g

em
en

t.

N
o space for Racism or Sexism –

 N
ot at the 

Camp nor anywhere else
T

h
e

 cam
p

 ex
p

licitly
 tak

es
 a

 stan
d

 ag
ain

st S
ex

ism
 an

d
 

R
acism

 as w
ell as o

th
er fo

rm
s o

f d
o

m
in

atio
n

 o
n

 th
e b

asis o
f 

h
ierarch

ical
 so

cial
 categ

o
ries, th

e
 cam

p
 p

o
sitio

n
s

 itself 

d
eterm

in
an

t
 

ag
ain

st
 

sex
ist

 
an

d
 

racist
 

acts.

Costs of the Camp
W

e
 try

 to
 o

rg
an

ize
 th

e
 cam

p
 as lo

w
-co

st as p
o

ssib
le

 b
u

t are
 

d
ep

en
d

en
t o

n
 y

o
u

r so
lid

arity
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s. P

lease
 g

et in
 

to
u

ch
 w

ith
 u

s
 if y

o
u

 w
an

t to
 co

m
e

 b
u

t th
e

 trav
el is

 to
o

 
ex

p
en

siv
e

 fo
r

 
y

o
u

. W
e

 
w

an
t
 to

 m
ak

e
 
it

 p
o

ssib
le

 
fo

r 

ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 to
 co

m
e

 an
d

 sh
are

 trav
el co

sts
 in

 a
 co

llectiv
e
 

m
an

n
er,

 
b

u
t

 
can

 
n

o
t

 
g

u
aran

tee
 

an
y

th
in

g
.

Visa
If

 y
o

u
 n

eed
 a

 V
isa

 to
 g

et to
 th

e
 cam

p
 an

 w
an

t to
 b

e
 

su
p

p
o

rted
 

in
 

th
at

 
case,

 
g

et
 

in
 

to
u

ch
 

w
ith

 
u

s
 

v
ia: 

ca
m

p
2

0
1

3
_

[a
t]_

recla
im

th
efield

s.o
rg

Information and contact
M

o
re, u

p
 to

 d
ate, in

fo
rm

atio
n

 ab
o

u
t th

e p
ro

g
ram

, h
o

w
 to

 g
et 

to
 

th
e

 
cam

p
,

 
fo

o
d

,
 

cam
p

in
g

,
 

etc.
 

can
 

b
e

 
fo

u
n

d
 

at: 
w

w
w

.recla
im

th
efield

.o
rg

/ca
m

p
/2

0
1

3

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 th
e m

ailad
ress:

ca
m

p
2

0
1

3
_

[a
t]_

recla
im

th
efield

s.o
rg

Y
o

u
 

can
 

reach
 

u
s

 
w

ith
 

q
u

estio
n

s
 

ab
o

u
t

 
th

e
 

cam
p

.
F

o
r w

o
rk

sh
o

p
s p

lease w
rite to

:

p
ro

g
ra

m
[a

t]recla
im

th
efield

s.o
rg

.
F

o
r
 m

o
re

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t R
tF

 an
d

 A
u

sg
eco

2
h

lt v
isit: 

reclaim
th

efield
s.o

rg
 an

d
 au

sg
eco

2
h

lt.d
e

R
eg

ister fo
r th

e ca
m

p
 a

t:
recla

im
th

efield
s.o

rg
/reg

istra
tio

n

T
h

e
 m

o
re

 p
eo

p
le

 reg
ister th

e
 easier it is

 fo
r u

s
 to

 p
lan

!
F

eel free
 to

 fo
rw

ard
 th

is call to
 in

d
iv

id
u

als o
r g

ro
u

p
s y

o
u

 

k
n

o
w

 an
d

 co
m

e to
 th

e cam
p

!

Resistance is fertile!
- Y

o
u

r C
a

m
p

-O
rg

a
n

isa
tio

n
 -



 

C
a
ll 

o
ut!

A
us
g
e
c
0
2hlt 

+ 
R
e
c
la
im
 
the

 
Fie

ld
s

 
a
c
tio

n
 
c
a
m
ps 

23 
A
ug
us
t 
– 
6
 
s
e
pte

m
be
r
 
20
13

R
ecla

im
 th

e
 F

ield
s

 a
n

d
 A

u
sg

eC
O

2
h

lt in
vite

 yo
u

 to
 a

n
 

a
ctio

n
 ca

m
p

 in
 R

h
in

ela
n

d
, clo

se
 to

 C
o
lo

g
n

e
 (G

erm
a

n
y), 

fro
m

 2
3

.8
. u

n
til 6

.9
. 2

0
1

3
. F

o
r
 th

ree
 d

a
ys

 w
e

 w
ill ta

k
e

 

co
llective

 d
irect a

ctio
n

 a
g

a
in

st th
e

 o
p

en
 ca

st m
in

in
g

 in
 

R
h

in
ela

n
d

.
 

F
u

rth
erm

o
re

 
th

ere
 

w
ill

 
b

e
 

a
 

p
ro

g
ra

m
 

in
clu

d
in

g
 d

ifferen
t p

ra
ctica

l a
n

d
 th

eo
retica

l w
o

rk
sh

o
p

s, 
d

iscu
ssio

n
s a

n
d

 a
 lo

t m
o

re.

O
n

 th
e b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 o
f th

e stru
g

g
les in

 R
h

in
elan

d
 w

e w
an

t to
 

facilitate
 an

 ex
ch

an
g

e
 o

f d
issid

en
t k

n
o

w
led

g
e

 an
d

 actio
n

. 

W
e
 in

v
ite

 to
 1

4
 d

ay
s o

f n
etw

o
rk

in
g

, co
llectiv

e
 learn

in
g

 an
d

 
d

iscu
ssio

n
 
as

 
w

ell
 
as

 
p

ractical
 
activ

ities
 
to

 
ex

ch
an

g
e
 

k
n

o
w

led
g

e
 
an

d
 
sk

ills
 
an

d
 
to

 
resist

 
in

 
th

e
 
R

h
in

elan
d

.
A

p
art fro

m
 th

e
 th

ree
 d

ay
s o

f actio
n

 th
ere

 w
ill b

e
 a

 lo
t o

f 

sp
ace

 fo
r W

o
rk

sh
o

p
s

 an
d

 g
ettin

g
 to

 k
n

o
w

 each
 o

th
er to

 
create

 n
ew

 lin
k

s. T
h

e
 C

am
p

 is a
 p

articip
ato

ry
 p

ro
cess an

d
 

w
aits

 fo
r

 y
o
u

r
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
!

 W
e

 are
 lo

o
k

in
g

 fo
rw

ard
 to

 
y

o
u

r id
eas, co

n
ten

ts an
d

 sk
ills to

 create
 a

 p
ro

g
ram

 to
g

eth
er.

Y
o

u
 are

 artists, activ
ists, p

easan
ts, u

rb
an

 g
ard

en
ers, are

 

liv
in

g
 
o

n
 
a

 
co

llectiv
e

 
farm

 
o

r
 
are

 
activ

e
 
in

 
p

o
litical 

cam
p

aig
n

s o
r g

ro
u

p
s?

 Y
o

u
 w

an
t to

 sh
are

 y
o

u
 ex

p
erien

ces, 

p
ass an

d
 b

ro
ad

en
 y

o
u

r k
n

o
w

led
g

e?
 T

h
en

 y
o

u
 are

 w
elco

m
e

 
to

 d
o

 th
is in

 th
e
 co

u
rse

 o
f w

o
rk

sh
o

p
s, d

iscu
ssio

n
s, p

ractical 

w
o

rk
 o

r in
 o

th
er w

ay
s. W

e lo
o

k
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 altern

ativ
e id

eas 
o

n
 to

p
ics

 lik
e

 co
llectiv

e
 an

d
 so

lid
arity

 fo
rm

 o
f liv

in
g

 an
d

 

w
o

rk
in

g
 b

ey
o

n
d

 cap
italism

 an
d

 stru
ctu

res
 o

f ex
p

lo
itatio

n
. 

E
v

ery
th

in
g

 th
at stren

g
th

en
s o

u
r d

iv
erse

 d
aily

 an
d

 o
rg

an
ized

 

resistan
ce is w

elco
m

e.
C

o
n

ta
ct u

s a
t p

ro
g

ra
m

[a
t]recla

im
th

efield
s.o

rg

Some potential themes for workshops to inspire 
you:
fo

o
d

so
v

ereig
n

ty
 // rig

h
t w

in
g

 p
o
litics

 in
 eco

 m
o

v
em

en
t // 

an
im

al rig
h

ts/an
im

al L
ib

eratio
n

 // self-su
p

p
ly

/-su
fficien

cy
 // 

self-o
rg

an
isatio

n
 // access

 to
 lan

d
 // co

n
n

ectin
g

 u
rb

an
 an

d
 

ru
ral

 
stru

g
g

les
 

//
 

u
rb

an
 

su
p

p
ly

 
o

f
 

ru
ral

 
co

llectiv
es 

(C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 

S
u

p
p

o
rted

 
A

g
ricu

ltu
re,

 
N

o
n

-C
o

m
m

ercial 

A
g

ricu
ltu

re)
 

//
 

p
erm

acu
ltu

re
 

//
 

P
riv

ate
 

P
ro

p
erties

 
–

 
C

o
m

m
o

n
s

 
//

 
H

isto
ry

 
an

d
 
d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t

 
o

f
 A

g
ricu

ltu
re: 

A
g

ricu
ltu

re
 an

d
 C

ap
italism

 (G
reen

 R
ev

o
lu

tio
n

)
 //

 lan
d

 
lib

eratio
n

 th
ro

u
g

h
 p

u
rch

ase
 o

f
 lan

d
 (d

ifferen
t m

ean
s

 o
f 

access
 to

 lan
d
: sq

u
attin

g
, b

u
y

in
g

, etc) // h
o

w
 to

 o
rg

an
ise

 
stru

g
g

les, „h
o

w
 to

 d
o

 resistan
ce“/sh

are
 an

d
 learn

 fo
rm

s o
f 

resistan
ce // en

erg
y

 // b
o

tan
y

/k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
f h

erb
s an

d
 p

lan
ts

W
hat is A

usgeco2hlt?

O
u

r
 C

am
p

aig
n

 sees
 itself

 as
 an

 o
p

en
 p

latfo
rm

 w
h

ere
 

d
ifferen

t g
ro

u
p

s
 an

d
 in

d
iv

id
u

als
 can

 n
etw

o
rk

 w
ith

 each
 

o
th

er, ed
u

cate
 th

em
selv

es
 an

d
 tak

e
 co

llectiv
e

 actio
n

. O
u

r 

aim
 is to

 o
rg

an
ize

 a
 b

ro
ad

 p
ro

test m
o

v
em

en
t ag

ain
st R

W
E

1 
an

d
 fo

r th
e
 im

m
ed

iate
 sh

u
t d

o
w

n
 o

f th
e
 o

p
en

 cast m
in

es in
 

th
e R

h
in

elan
d

 co
al field

s.

W
e

 see
 th

e
 p

ro
test ag

ain
st b

ro
w

n
 co

al as
 p

art o
f a

 g
lo

b
al 

clim
ate

 m
o

v
em

en
t ag

ain
st C

o
al-en

erg
y, th

e
 ex

p
lo

itatio
n

 o
f 

sh
ale

 
g

as,
 

C
arb

o
n

-d
io

x
id

e
 

sto
rag

e,
 

etc.
 

an
d

 
stan

d
 

in
 

so
lid

arity
 

w
ith

 
en

erg
y

 
stru

g
g

les
 

ag
ain

st
 

fo
ssil-n

u
clear 

cap
italism

.

W
e

 are
 co

n
v

in
ced

 th
at in

 o
rd

er to
 facilitate

 a
 tru

e
 en

erg
y

 
tran

sfo
rm

atio
n

, m
o

n
o

p
lised

 p
o

w
er

 stru
ctu

res
 h

av
e

 to
 b

e
 

q
u

estio
n

ed
 an

d
 w

e
 h

av
e
 to

 ch
an

g
e
 th

e
 ru

les o
f th

e
 g

am
e
 o

f 
th

e
 co

n
cu

rren
t eco

n
o

m
y, b

u
ilt u

p
o

n
 lim

itless
 g

ro
w

th
 an

d
 

co
n

su
m

p
tio

n
 o

f reso
u

rces. T
h

u
s
 w

e
 su

p
p

o
rt in

itiativ
es

 fo
r 

self-d
eterm

in
ed

 
w

ay
s

 
o

f
 

liv
in

g
 

as
 

an
 

altern
ativ

e
 

to
 

su
p

erflu
o

u
s
 co

n
su

m
p

tio
n

. A
t th

e
 sam

e
 tim

e
 w

e
 d

em
an

d
 a

 
co

llectiv
izatio

n
 o

f en
erg

y
 co

m
p

an
ies

 an
d

 a
 d

ecen
tralized

 

en
erg

y
 

su
p

p
ly

 
w

ith
 

ren
ew

ab
le

 
en

erg
ies.

A
nd Reclaim the Fields?

R
eclaim

 
th

e
 
F

ield
s

 
is

 
a

 
eu

ro
p

e-w
id

e
 
co

n
stellatio

n
 
o

f 
p

easan
ts, lan

d
less

 an
d

 p
ro

sp
ectiv

e
 p

easan
ts, as

 w
ell as 

p
eo

p
le

 w
h

o
 are

 tak
in

g
 b

ack
 co

n
tro

l o
v

er fo
o

d
 p

ro
d

u
ctio

n
.

W
e su

p
p

o
rt an

d
 en

co
u

rag
e p

eo
p

le to
 stay

 o
n

 th
e lan

d
 an

d
 g

o
 

b
ack

 to
 th

e
 co

u
n

try
sid

e. W
e

 p
ro

m
o
te

 fo
o

d
 so

v
ereig

n
ty

 (as 
d

efin
ed

 in
 th

e
 N

y
élén

i d
eclaratio

n
) an

d
 p

easan
t ag

ricu
ltu

re, 

as
 w

ell as
 altern

ativ
e

 w
ay

s
 o

f life. W
e

 are
 d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 
create

 
altern

ativ
es

 
to

 
cap

italism
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

co
o

p
erativ

e, 

co
llectiv

e,
 

au
to

n
o

m
o

u
s,

 
real-n

eed
s-o

rien
ted

,
 

sm
all-scale

 
p

ro
d

u
ctio

n
 
an

d
 
in

itiativ
es.

 W
e

 are
 p

u
ttin

g
 
th

eo
ry

 in
to

 

p
ractice

 an
d

 lin
k
in

g
 lo

cal
 p

ractical
 actio

n
 w

ith
 g

lo
b

al 
p

o
litical stru

g
g

les.

1
. R

W
E

 is G
erm

an
y
's seco

n
d

 b
ig

g
est en

erg
y

 su
p
p
ly

 co
n
cern

, th
at k

eep
s o

n
 

u
sin

g
 co

al as
 th

e
 m

ain
 en

erg
y

 an
d

 h
as

 co
m

p
ared

 to
 o

th
er

 eu
ro

p
ean

 

co
m

p
an

ies a v
ery

 lo
w

 sh
are o

f reg
en

erativ
e en

erg
ies in

 th
e m

ix
 o

f en
erg

ies. 

R
W

E
 is b

ein
g

 criticized
 o

f d
o
in

g
 g

reen
w

ash
in

g
 w

ith
 "clim

ate
 cam

p
aig

n
s"

 

w
h
ilst th

ro
u
g
h

 o
p
en

 cast m
in

in
g

 a
 lo

t o
f
 n

atu
re

 an
d

 to
w

n
s

 are
 b

ein
g

 

d
estro

y
ed

, as w
ell as lo

w
erin

g
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
w

ater.

N
e
w
s
 
a
bo

ut 
to
o
ls
 
&
 
w
o
r
k
in
g
 
g
r
o
ups

 

  Goals & Objectives  
Functioning

 

 Bulletin wg
 

 M
a
in

 g
o
a
l: c

o
n

trib
u
te

 to
 in

te
r
-c

o
m

m
u
n

ic
a
tio

n
 w

ith
in

 R
tF

 

c
o
n

s
te

lla
tio

n
. 

O
b
je

c
tiv

e
s
:  

 
c
o
lle

c
t a

n
d
 s

e
n
d
 a

 s
u
m

m
a
r
y
 o

f th
e
 n

o
te

s
 m

a
d
e
 in

 

la
s
t g

a
th

e
r
in

g
 to

 g
e
n

e
r
a
l e

m
a
il  lis

t 

 
c
o
lle

c
t m

a
te

r
ia

l (a
rtic

le
s
 e

tc
.) fo

r
 th

e
 n

e
x
t b

u
lle

tin
 

(th
a
t w

ill c
o
m

e
 o

u
t p

r
e
fe

r
a
b
ly

 a
 fe

w
 w

e
e
k
s
 b

e
fo

r
e
 

a
 n

e
x
t c

a
m

p
/g

a
th

e
r
in

g
), tr

a
n

s
la

te
 te

x
ts

 

to
 E

n
g
lis

h
, e

d
it a

n
d
 c

o
rr

e
c
t te

x
ts

, d
o
 la

y
 o

u
t a

n
d
 

p
r
e
p
a
r
e
 a

 p
rin

ta
b
le

 file
 

 

 
C

o
m

m
u
n

ic
a
tio

n
 w

ith
 a

n
d
 w

ith
in

 b
u
lle

tin
 g

r
o
u
p
 v

ia
 

o
w

n
 e

m
a
il lis

t.  

 
E

v
e
r
y
 g

a
th

e
r
in

g
 a

 n
e
w

 w
o
r
k
in

g
 g

r
o
u
p
 fo

r
m

s
 to

 

w
o
r
k
 o

n
 n

e
x
t b

u
lle

tin
 (p

rin
te

d
 b

e
fo

r
e
 n

e
x
t 

g
a
th

e
r
in

g
)  

 
p
rin

tin
g
 a

n
d
 d

is
tr

ib
u
tio

n
 is

 e
v
e
r
y
o
n

e
s
 

r
e
s
p
o
n

s
ib

ility
 

 
B

u
lle

tin
 g

r
o
u
p
 ta

k
e
s
 c

a
r
e
 o

f E
n

g
lis

h
 v

e
r
s
io

n
 a

n
d
 

tr
ie

s
 to

 m
a
k
e
 a

ls
o
 G

e
rm

a
n

, C
a
s
te

lla
n

o
 a

n
d
 F

r
e
n

c
h
 

v
e
r
s
io

n
: lo

c
a
l g

r
o
u
p
s
 c

a
n
 h

e
lp

 w
ith

 tr
a
n

s
la

tin
g
 a

n
d
 

m
a
k
in

g
 la

y
 o

u
t fo

r
 b

u
lle

tin
s
 !!! 
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T

o
 c

o
lle

c
t &

 a
r
c
h
iv

e
 in

fo
r
m

a
tio

n
 

 
T

o
 m

a
n
a
g
e
 e

m
a
il lis
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In
ter

n
a
tio

n
a
l 
D
eg

r
o
w
th-C

o
n
fer

en
c
e 

w
ill 

be 
held

 
in
 
Leipz

ig
 
in
 
20
14
 

  The fourth international D
egrow

th-C
onference in Septem

ber 2014 follow
s the last conferences in 

Paris, B
arcelona and V

enice. B
esides science, activism

 and art w
ill play an im

portant role in the 
com

m
unication of degrow

th-concepts and discourses at the C
onference. 

 The  application  for  the  conference  w
ith  the  title  „D

egrow
th  for  Ecological  Sustainability  and  Social  

Equity "w
as subm

itted by "N
etzw

erk W
achstum

sw
ende", a germ

an degrow
th/post-grow

th-netw
ork. 

Partners 
are 

the 
U

niversity 
of 

Leipzig, 
the 

H
elm

holtz-C
entre, 

the 
germ

an 
research 

team
 

"Postw
achstum

sgesellschaften" (postgrow
th-societies) of the U

niversity of Jena and the think tank 
"K

onzeptw
erk N

eue Ö
konom

ie".  
 The organization team

 consists of around 20-30 people, w
ho m

ake decisions by consensus and try to 
reflect on and dim

inish any form
 of discrim

ination. 
 For a few

 years now
, a public discussion about the im

portance of grow
th has been ongoing. "D

egrow
th" 

aim
s at an absolute decrease of production and consum

ption w
ith the aim

 of a good life for all hum
ans, 

sufficiency, freedom
, ecological sustainability and social equity. In G

erm
any, the debate takes place 

m
ainly under the label of "Postgrow

th-Econom
y" (Paech 2010) and "Postgrow

th-Society"(Seidl and 
Zahrnt 2010). In that sense, "W

achstum
sw

ende" m
eans not so m

uch a goal to achieve 
but a 

transform
ation project. The m

ain topics of the conference w
ill be "O

rganizing society" (em
ancipatory 

politics/ autonom
y; com

m
ons; institutions/ dem

ocracy), "Socio-ecological econom
y" ((re)productivity; 

com
m

ons; hum
an-nature relations/ society-nature relations) and "Living conviviality" (buen vivir; 

creative com
m

ons; know
ledge &

 technology). 
 Initiatives w

ho are active in strengthening and discussing these aspects are invited to collaborate at the 
conference or at the run up events under the label "Path to D

egrow
th", w

hich w
ill start in N

ovem
ber 

2013. 
 C

ontact: practice@
degrow

th.de  
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  It is springtim
e in C

rete, but on the six m
ountain chains 

of the island, there are w
ind and photovoltaic parks that 

flourish, 
to 

the 
great 

satisfaction 
of 

the 
E

uropean 
energetic giants. The logic is sim

ilar to the one of gold 
m

ines, no need to rem
ake a draw

ing. Since the placem
ent 

of G
reece under the Troika tutelage, there are all these 

natural resources and agricultural terrains that have 
been sold unconditionally to international investors.   
 C

rete's 
natural 

patrim
ony, 

w
hich 

notably 
com

prises 
a 

unique fauna and flora (m
ore than 200 endem

ic plants, 
num

erous raptor species, etc...), had already suffered the 
consequences 

of 
thoughtless 

developm
ent 

and 
m

ass 
tourism

. C
oncreting part of the N

orth coast, road netw
ork, 

quarries, open dum
ps and landfills ... The im

plem
entation 

projects of units of renew
able energy production on an 

industrial scale m
ay w

ell give it a blow
.   

 The plans are pharaonic: in total, the installations, m
ainly 

w
ind and photovoltaic, could produce 6500M

W
 of energy, 

w
hile the needs of the island during the high of the 

touristic season do not exceed 750M
W

! This energy is, 
thus, destined to be exported and sold by big European 
com

panies. A
 netw

ork of undersea and underground cables 
should 

accom
pany 

the 
im

plem
entation 

of 
these 

installations. A
n im

portant step in this plan of ram
page is 

announced 
in 

June 
2012 

through 
licensing 

(through 
procedures 

to 
accelerate 

investm
ents, 

know
n 

as 
"Fast 

Track" that bypass all the usual legal steps) for three 
renew

able 
energy 

production 
on 

an 
industrial 

scale 
projects, aim

ing at a 2150M
W

 production. These include 
the installation of 800 w

ind turbines on 69 peaks, and a 
photovoltaic park on 180 hectares on the East of the 
island.  
 For the investors, the place is ideal: favorable clim

atic 
conditions, cheap land, m

ore than tense econom
ic situation 

in w
hich vague prom

ises of em
ploym

ent are enough to 
divide the population. 
 B

esides the im
pact on the local landscapes and biotops, 

there is also the agricultural sector that is threatened by 
these projects. The consequences on the freatic w

ater, the 
circulation 

of 
the 

w
ater 

and 
m

ore 
directly 

on 
the 

availability 
of 

agricultural 
land 

w
ould 

be 
dram

atical. 
W

here solar pannels and w
ind m

ills w
ould be planted, 

vines and olive trees w
ould be torn out, pastures or 

cultivable land w
ould be supressed. W

hen the level of food 
autonom

y of the island is at its low
est, these installations 

w
ould definitelly com

prom
ise the potential of agricultural 

production. 
 Facing this situation, the inhabitants attem

pt to react. A
t 

the 
end 

of 
2011, 

the 
pancreaten 

netw
ork 

against  
renew

able 
energy 

production 
on 

industrial 
scale 

w
as 

created. It gathres today m
ore than 100 organizations and 

num
erous persons across the island. Even if its m

em
bres  

are diverse, the struggle does not stop at saving the 
landscaping, it is an occasion of fundam

ental positioning 
tow

ard issues such  as energetic and food autonom
y on the 

scale of the C
retan territory and is integrated in the global 

struggle against m
em

orandum
 politics. For the m

om
ent, 

the 
action 

passes 
through 

legal 
m

eans: 
inform

ation, 
m

anifestation, 
petition, 

recourse 
at 

the 
State 

C
ouncil 

regarding granted perm
its. In its second public statem

ent, 
clearly offensive, the netw

ork declares itself determ
ined 

not to stop there. Thus, to continue... 
   For 

m
ore 

inform
ation 

or 
to 

bring 
your 

contribution: https://sites.google.com
/site/pancretannetagai

nstindustrrse 
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iki,  forum
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3
  

 
n

e
e
d
 to

 fo
r
m

 a
 n

e
w

 g
r
o
u
p
 (d

u
r
in

g
 a

c
tio

n
 c

a
m

p
 th

is
 

s
u
m

m
e
r
) to

 o
r
g
a
n

iz
e
 n

e
x
t m

e
e
tin

g
/g

a
th

e
r
in

g
, th

e
y
 

w
ill b

e
 a

d
d
e
d
 to

 th
e
 c

a
rr

o
t lis

t! S
o
 w

e
 n

e
e
d
 

m
o
tiv

a
te

d
 p

e
o
p
le

!
 

       



 
N
e
w
s
 
a
bo

ut 
to
o
ls
 
&
 
w
o
r
k
in
g
 
g
r
o
ups

 

 Evaluation 
Next steps/ proposals & needs

 

Farm Network wg
 

 T
h

in
g
s
 th

a
t e

x
is

t:  

 
F

ly
e
r
 th

a
t n

e
e
d
s
 to

 b
e
 d

is
tr

ib
u
te

d
 

 
A

 m
a
n

a
g
e
m

e
n
t g

r
o
u
p
 th

a
t n

e
e
d
s
 m

o
r
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 

 
A

 g
r
o
u
p
 o

f fa
r
m

s
 th

a
t n

e
e
d
 to

 b
e
 e

x
te

n
d
e
d
 

 
P

r
in

c
ip

le
s
 th

a
t m

u
s
t b

e
 tra

n
s
la

te
d
 in

to
 v

a
rio

u
s
 

la
n

g
u
a
g
e
s
  

 In
 C

a
n

 P
ie

lla
 2

 p
e
o
p
le

 h
a
d
 m

e
e
tin

g
 o

n
 th

is
 w

g
. T

h
e
y
 a

r
e
 n

o
t 

p
a
r
t o

f th
e
 e

x
is

tin
g
 w

g
, b

u
t w

a
n
t to

 r
e
a
c
tiv

a
te

 th
e
 g

r
o
u
p
. 

 
P

la
n
 to

 g
e
t in

 c
o
n

ta
c
t w

ith
 e

x
m

e
m

b
e
r
s
, a

n
d
 e

x
is

tin
g
 

n
e
tw

o
r
k
s
: in

 E
n

g
la

n
d
 (w

w
o
lfin

g
) a

n
d
 S

p
a
in

 

(“Erasm
us  entre  colectivos”);; 

 
S

e
e
 if th

e
 w

g
 c

a
n
 r

e
s
ta

rt 

 
C

h
e
c
k
 th

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

ilitie
s
 to

 s
ta

rt a
 fa

rm
 n

e
tw

o
r
k
 o

f 

w
h

o
le

 E
u
r
o
p
e
 fo

r
 a

g
r
ic

u
ltu

ra
l fo

r
m

a
tio

n
/tra

in
in

g
) 

 
N

e
e
d
 fo

r
 p

e
o
p
le

! 

 

Land acces wg
 

-  

 C
o
n

tin
u
e
:  

 
D

iffu
s
io

n
 o

f in
fo

 o
n

 s
ta

r
ts

 a
n
d
 p

r
o
je

c
ts

, s
e
n

d
 c

a
ll 

o
u
ts

 fo
r
 u

p
c
o
m

in
g
 e

v
e
n

ts
.  

 
L

o
o
k
 o

u
t fo

r
 n

e
w

 p
la

c
e
s
 to

 s
ta

r
t p

r
o
je

c
ts

 a
ls

o
 

d
u
rin

g
 g

a
th

e
r
in

g
s
  

 
k
e
e
p
 c

o
n

n
e
c
tio

n
s
, b

e
tw

e
e
n

 s
ta

r
ts

 &
 s

im
ila

r p
r
o
je

c
ts

 

(in
te

rn
a
l &

e
x
te

rn
a
l) 

 “N
ew

”  ideas/projects  &
  needs  :   

 
lis

t o
f b

a
s
ic

 s
h

a
r
e
d
 p

r
in

c
ip

a
ls

 

 
f.e

. s
u
p
p
o
r
t p

r
o
je

c
ts

 (s
u
p
p
o
r
t le

tte
r
s
, m

a
te

r
ia

ls
, 

s
e
e
d
s
 e

tc
.)

 

 
N

e
e
d
 fo

r
 r

e
s
o
u
r
c
e
s
 (to

o
ls

, s
e
e
d
s
, m

o
n

e
y
)
 

 
N

e
e
d
 to

 fin
d
 m

o
tiv

a
te

d
 p

e
o
p
le

 to
 w

o
r
k
 o

u
t th

e
 

id
e
a
s
 

 

Seeds wg
 

 T
h

e
r
e
 w

a
s
 n

o
 e

n
e
rg

y
 to

 c
o
n

tin
u
e
 th

e
 s

e
e
d
s
 le

a
fle

t, b
u
t s

o
m

e
 

a
r
tic

le
s
 w

h
e
r
e
 w

ritte
n 

 th
in

g
s
 d

o
n

e
: 

 
s
e
t u

p
 a

 lis
t o

f p
o
s
s
ib

le
 fu

tu
r
e
 a

c
tio

n
s
  o

f s
e
e
d
s
 

d
e
fe

n
d
 m

o
v
e
m

e
n

t 

 
te

x
ts

 a
b
o
u
t h

o
w

 to
 r

e
p
r
o
d
u
c
e
  s

e
e
d
s
 (p

ra
c
tic

a
l) 

 
a
n

 in
tr

o
d
u
c
tio

n
 te

x
t o

n
 s

e
e
d
s
: w

h
a
t is

 h
a
p
p
e
n
in

g
; 

a
n

d
 w

h
a
t c

a
n
 w

e
 d

o
?
  

 
D

ra
ft fo

r
 a

 te
x
t o

n
 le

g
a
l s

itu
a
tio

n
 c

o
n

c
e
rn

in
g
 s

e
e
d
s
  

in
 E

u
r
o
p
e
 

 
text:  “W

hy  is  the  seeds  topic  im
portant'?”

 

   

 
 

C
r
e
a
te

 a
ls

o
 g

a
m

e
s
: r

e
a
c
h

 d
iffe

r
e
n

t g
r
o
u
p
s
 (a

lr
e
a
d
y
 

s
ta

r
te

d
)  

 
s
e
t u

p
 b

ib
lio

g
ra

p
h

y
 lis

t o
f g

o
o
d
 r

e
s
o
u
r
c
e
s
/u

s
e
fu

l 

in
fo

  

 
s
e
t u

p
 a

 lis
t o

f q
u
e
s
tio

n
s
/c

o
n

c
lu

s
io

n
s
 c

o
m

in
g
 fr

o
m

 

th
e
 w

o
r
k
s
h

o
p
s
 d

o
n

e
 in

 C
a
n
 P

ie
lla

 to
 p

o
s
itio

n
s
 

o
u
r
s
e
lv

e
s
 in

 p
o
litic

a
l c

o
n
te

x
t 

 
M

a
k
e
 a

 lis
t/ m

a
p
 o

f s
e
e
d
 p

r
o
d
u
c
e
r
s
  

 
c
o
m

e
 w

ith
 m

a
te

r
ia

ls
,  a

 little
 lib

ra
r
y
, s

e
e
d
s
 e

tc
.  to

 

th
e
 g

a
th

e
r
in

g
s
 

 
e
d
itin

g
 &

 tra
n

s
la

tin
g
 a

rtic
le

s
 m

a
d
e
 

 
n

e
e
d
s
 fo

r
 th

e
 le

a
fle

t: c
o
m

p
le

te
 th

e
 a

rtic
le

 w
ith

 le
g
a
l 

in
fo

; v
is

u
a
ls

; e
d
it &

 tra
n

s
la

te
; p

r
in

t &
 d

is
trib

u
te

 

 
In

v
ita

tio
n
 to

 e
v
e
r
y
o
n

e
 to

 c
o
m

e
 w

ith
 s

e
e
d
s
 a

n
d
 

d
o
c
u
m

e
n

ts
 to

 R
tF

 g
a
th

e
rin

g
s
 &

 c
a
m

p
s
!!! 

     

so
cial p

ractices, u
n
m

ask
in

g
 th

e
 n

ew
 fo

rm
s
 o

f o
p
ressio

n
 

an
d

 d
o
m

in
atio

n
 an

d
 allo

w
in

g
, th

ereb
y, th

e creatio
n
 o

f n
ew

 

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities fo

r d
em

o
cratic

 ex
ercise. A

 n
ew

 d
em

o
cratic

 

th
eo

ry
 sh

o
u
ld

, th
u
s, research

 th
e d

eep
en

in
g

 o
f th

e p
o
litical 

field
 in

 all sp
aces

 o
f so

cial in
teractio

n
, lead

in
g

 to
 th

e
 

d
eep

en
in

g
 o

f d
em

o
cracy

 in
 facto

ries, fam
ilies, sch

o
o
ls, 

u
n
iv

ersities... ev
en

tu
ally, ev

ery
w

h
ere

 (M
arq

u
es, 2

0
0
8

, 

p
.7

2
).

In
 th

is
 p

ersp
ectiv

e, d
em

o
cratic

 ex
p
erim

en
tatio

n
 in

 th
e
 

v
ario

u
s so

cial sp
aces lead

s to
 th

e
 d

em
o

cratizatio
n

 o
f th

e
 

so
ciety.

 
H

en
ce

 
th

e
 

im
p
o
rtan

ce
 

o
f

 
self-m

an
ag

em
en

t 

p
ractices in

 o
u
r co

llectiv
es an

d
 o

u
r m

eetin
g
s.

P
o
p
u
lar p

o
w

er is
 an

 ab
so

lu
te

 n
ecessity

 o
f th

e
 p

o
p
u
lar 

so
v
ereig

n
ty

 an
d

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 co

n
stitu

en
t elem

en
ts, b

ecau
se

 

w
h
o

 k
n
o
w

s
 b

etter th
an

 an
y
o
n
e

 th
e

 p
ro

b
lem

s, stren
g
th

s, 

an
d

 ch
allen

g
es o

f reg
io

n
al d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t, if n

o
t th

e p
erso

n
s 

w
h
o

 liv
e th

e h
isto

rical situ
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e in
sid

e, if n
o
t th

e
 

p
eo

p
le

 itself. O
n
ly

 th
e

 p
eo

p
le

 can
 an

d
 m

u
st lead

 th
e
 

d
ev

elo
p
m

en
t p

ro
cess; o

n
ly

 th
e
 p

eo
p
le

 can
 an

d
 m

u
st lead

 

th
e
 p

eo
p
le. W

ith
o
u
t th

e
 p

o
p
u
lar p

o
w

er, b
y

 th
e
 p

eo
p
le

 fo
r 

th
e p

eo
p
le, th

ere is n
o
t p

o
p
u
lar so

v
ereig

n
ty.



 

P
o
p
u
la
r
 
p
o
w
e
r
 
a
n
d
 
s
e
lf-m

a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t

A
ttempt to clarify ! 

T
h

e
 co

n
cep

t o
f so

cia
l p

a
rticip

a
tio

n
 fell in

to
 fa

sh
io

n
 a

n
d

 

is p
resen

t in
 th

e d
isco

u
rses o

n
 th

e m
o
st d

iverse to
p
ics o

f
 

to
d
a
y's so

ciety: p
o
litics, b

u
sin

ess, scien
ce... 

It is easy
 to

 d
em

o
n
strate

 th
e
 w

eak
n
ess o

f th
e
 co

n
cep

t o
f 

p
articip

atio
n

 
an

d
 

its
 

id
eo

lo
g
ical

 
m

an
ip

u
latio

n
. 

P
articip

atio
n

 
is,

 
fo

r
 

ex
am

p
le,

 
o
n
e

 
o
f

 
th

e
 

co
m

m
o
n

 

ch
aracteristics o

f au
th

o
ritarian

 strateg
ies: “C

all th
e
 lo

w
er 

classes to
 a 'b

ro
ad

 p
articip

ato
ry

 p
ro

cess' an
d

 th
en

 ex
ercise

 

o
n

 th
e
 'p

articip
ativ

e
 p

eo
p
le' th

e
 tu

telary
 an

d
 m

an
ip

u
lativ

e
 

co
n
tro

l p
ro

jects”
 (B

ran
d
ão

, 1
9
8
4
, p

.2
5
0
). T

h
e

 id
ea

 o
f 

p
articip

atio
n

 
is

 
n
o

 
lo

n
g
er

 
an

 
ad

jectiv
e.

 
It

 
b
eco

m
es 

su
b
stan

tiv
e sin

ce it is set to
 th

e n
am

e o
f th

e p
o
licy

 p
ro

ject 

im
p
lem

en
ted

 in
 p

o
p
u
lar co

m
m

u
n
ities, w

h
ich

 1
) serv

es to
 

am
p
lify

 a
 p

o
p
u
lar p

resen
ce

 in
 p

ro
g

ram
s w

h
ich

, assu
rin

g
 

so
cial secto

r serv
ices (h

ealth
, ed

u
catio

n
...), rep

ro
d
u
ce

 th
e
 

d
o
m

in
an

t p
o
litical serv

ices th
at p

reserv
e
 th

e
 so

cial o
rd

er 

estab
lish

ed
 th

ro
u
g
h

 so
cial co

n
tro

l m
ech

an
ism

s o
f p

o
p
u
lar 

g
ro

u
p
s

 an
d

 m
o
v
em

en
ts; 2

) serv
es, step

 b
y

 step
, to

 th
e
 

p
ro

d
u

ctio
n
, rep

ro
d
u

ctio
n

 an
d

 rein
fo

rcem
en

t o
f
 a

 class 

p
o
w

er, o
f
 a

 p
ro

g
ressiv

ely
 au

to
n
o
m

o
u
s

 p
o
w

er
 o

f
 self-

co
n
tro

l an
d

 p
articip

atio
n

 o
rg

an
ized

 in
 p

o
litical sp

aces 

w
h
ich

 d
eterm

in
e th

e so
cial life.

T
h
e

 p
o
p
u
lar p

o
w

er is th
e

 p
o
w

er th
at co

m
es

 fro
m

 lo
w

er 

classes
 –

 fro
m

 b
o
th

 in
d
iv

id
u
al an

d
 co

llectiv
ity

 –
 an

d
 

w
h
ich

 is
 co

n
stru

cted
 b

y
 th

e
 p

eo
p
le

 fo
r th

e
 p

eo
p
le. T

h
e
 

p
o
w

er b
elo

n
g
s to

 all an
d

 m
u
st b

e
 ex

ercised
 b

y
 all, sin

ce
 

“ev
ery

o
n

e is b
o
rn

 to
 sh

in
e an

d
 th

e
 m

o
re

 stars in
 th

e n
ig

h
t 

sk
y, th

e m
o
re it is illu

m
in

ated
.”(P

elo
so

, 2
0
0
9
; p

6
9
).

In
 th

is sen
se, th

e
 so

cial p
articip

atio
n

 th
at d

o
es n

o
t create

 

p
o
p
u
lar p

o
w

er is u
seless, b

ecau
se it is u

n
ab

le to
 in

flu
en

ce
 

th
e

 H
isto

ry
 o

f a
 so

ciety
 to

w
ard

s
 th

e
 tran

sfo
rm

atio
n

 o
f 

o
p
p
ressiv

e
 d

o
m

in
an

t sy
stem

s
 an

d
, fin

ally, it m
ain

tain
s 

in
d
iv

id
u
als in

 a
 frag

m
en

ted
 an

d
 p

o
w

erless state. In
 fact, 

th
e
 rep

resen
tatio

n
 o

f p
articip

atio
n

 refers to
 a

 p
o
sitio

n
 o

n
 

th
e
 co

n
cep

tio
n
s o

f so
ciety, citizen

sh
ip

, eth
ics an

d
 ju

stice, 

as
 w

ell as
 p

u
b
lic

 ed
u
catio

n
 an

d
 P

o
p
u
lar

 M
o
v
em

en
ts, 

in
eq

u
ality

 
an

d
 

so
cial

 
ex

clu
sio

n
 

(S
aw

aia,
 

2
0
0

2
).

 
T

o
 

co
n
tin

u
e: p

articip
atio

n
 m

u
st b

e
 m

aterialized
 in

 co
llectiv

e
 

p
ro

cesses
 o

f self-m
an

ag
em

en
t an

d
 self-an

aly
sis, in

 th
e
 

co
n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f a d
em

o
cratic p

ro
ject fo

r em
an

cip
atio

n
.

T
h
e

 creatio
n

 o
f

 a
 n

ew
 im

ag
in

ary
 is

 an
 in

escap
ab

le
 

p
rem

ise. It d
eterm

in
es u

s to
 co

n
stru

ct o
u
r o

w
n

 id
eo

lo
g
ical 

an
d

 m
eth

o
d
o
lo

g
ical scen

ery
 an

d
 o

u
r o

w
n

 id
en

tity, in
 o

rd
er 

to
 u

n
ite

 th
e

 d
iv

ersity
 o

f th
e

 in
d
iv

id
u
als an

d
 g

ro
u
p
s
 in

 a
 

co
m

m
o
n

 cu
ltu

re
 o

f p
easan

t stru
g
g
les, to

 (re)co
n
stru

ct a
 

life
 

d
ig

n
ity,

 
to

 
serv

e
 
as

 
a

 
fo

u
n
d
atio

n
 
fo

r
 

p
o

litical 

fo
rm

atio
n

 an
d

 th
erefo

re
 fin

ally, to
 g

en
erate

 p
ro

cesses o
f 

self-m
an

ag
em

en
t an

d
 self-an

aly
sis.

T
h
is self-m

an
ag

em
en

t, b
ey

o
n

d
 b

ein
g

 b
ased

 o
n

 a co
m

m
o
n

 

v
isio

n
, is lin

k
ed

 to
 th

e
 issu

e
 o

f “
au

to
n
o
m

y
 o

f all w
o

rk
ers 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a
 sp

ecific
 p

ro
d
u
ctiv

e
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
. In

 su
ch

 an
 

o
rg

an
izatio

n
, all w

o
rk

ers
 h

av
e

 th
e

 sam
e

 rig
h
ts

 in
 th

e
 

p
articip

atio
n

 an
d

 co
llectiv

e
 d

ecisio
n
-m

ak
in

g
 p

ro
cesses”

 

(L
in

s ; M
elo

 N
eto

, 2
0
1
0
; p

.7
). T

h
is d

em
o
cratic au

to
n
o
m

y, 

acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 a

 
p
ro

cess
 
o
f

 fo
rm

atio
n

 o
f

 
p
o
litical 

co
n
scio

u
sn

ess, is in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e h

u
m

an
 em

an
cip

atio
n
. In

 

o
th

er
 

term
s,

 
self-m

an
ag

em
en

t,
 

co
n
stru

cted
 

acro
ss 

au
to

n
o
m

y, d
em

o
cracy

 an
d

 p
o
litical co

n
scio

u
sn

ess
 b

rin
g

 

u
s clo

ser to
 th

e em
an

cip
atio

n
 o

f b
ein

g
, clo

ser to
 freed

o
m

. 

T
h
e sam

e freed
o
m

 th
at M

ik
h
ail B

ak
u
n
in

 co
n
sid

ers as “th
e
 

u
n
iq

u
e

 en
v
iro

n
m

en
t in

 w
h
ich

 to
 flo

u
rish

 an
d

 g
ro

w
 in

 

in
tellig

en
ce, d

ig
n
ity

 an
d

 h
u
m

an
 h

ap
p
in

ess; [...] th
e u

n
iq

u
e
 

freed
o
m

 w
h
ich

 is tru
ly

 w
o
rth

y
 o

f its n
am

e, th
e

 freed
o
m

 

th
at co

n
sists

 o
f

 th
e

 fu
ll d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t o

f
 all m

aterial, 

in
telectu

al an
d

 m
o
ral p

o
w

ers th
at are

 fo
u
n
d

 in
 a

 state
 o

f 

laten
t

 
facu

lties
 
o
f

 
each

;
 
th

e
 
freed

o
m

 
th

at
 
d
o
es

 
n
o
t 

reco
g
n
ize

 o
th

er restrictio
n

s
 ex

cep
t th

o
se

 estab
lish

ed
 b

y
 

th
e law

s o
f o

u
r o

w
n
 n

atu
re.”

In
 ag

reem
en

t w
ith

 au
th

o
rs su

ch
 as B

o
av

en
tu

ra
 d

e
 S

o
u
za

 

S
an

to
s (2

0
0
1

) o
r M

ig
u
el B

en
asay

ag
 (2

0
0
4
), w

e
 co

n
sid

er 

th
at th

e essen
ce o

f em
an

cip
atio

n
 resid

es in
 its p

ro
cess, n

o
t 

in
 its

 resu
lt. T

h
ere

 is
 n

o
 em

an
cip

atio
n

 in
 itself, b

u
t 

em
an

cip
ato

ry
 relatio

n
s, an

d
 th

e
 u

n
iq

u
e
 freed

o
m

 th
at d

o
es 

n
o
t fall in

to
 th

e
 co

n
trad

ictio
n

 o
f n

ecessity
 (fo

r S
p
in

o
za, 

freed
o
m

 
is

 
th

e
 

in
tellig

en
ce

 
o
f

 
n
ecessity

)
 

is
 

th
e
 

p
articip

atio
n

 
in

 
a

 
“lib

eratin
g

 
p
ro

cess.”
 A

cco
rd

in
g

 
to

 

S
an

to
s, so

cial em
an

cip
atio

n
 is rein

v
en

ted
 in

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 

o
f

 
th

e
 

cen
tu

ry,
 

n
o
tab

ly
 

th
ro

u
g
h

 
a

 
red

efin
itio

n
 

o
f 

d
em

o
cracy, w

h
ich

 m
u
st o

rg
an

ize a g
lo

b
al rep

o
litizatio

n
 o

f 

N
e
w
s
 
a
bo

ut 
to
o
ls
 
&
 
w
o
r
k
in
g
 
g
r
o
ups

 

Evaluation 
Next steps/ proposals & needs

 

Propaganda wg
 

  M
a
n

y
 

p
r
o
je

c
ts

 
th

a
t 

w
h

e
r
e
 

s
ta

rte
d
 

in
 

Z
A

D
, 

d
id

 
s
ta

r
t, 

b
u
t 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 a

 b
it m

o
r
e
 w

o
r
k
 (m

e
n

tio
n

e
d
 in

 n
e
x
t r

o
w

)
. 

C
o
n

tin
u
e
:  

 
A

d
d
 c

o
n

te
n

t o
n
 n

e
w

 w
e
b
s
ite

 (u
n

d
e
r
 c

o
n

s
tr

u
c
tio

n
) 

 
w

o
r
k
in

g
 o

n
 a

 R
tF

 g
e
n

e
ra

l fly
e
r
 

 
m
ake  a  “best  of”  B

ulletin
 

 
c
r
e
a
te

 a
 m

o
b
ile

 in
fo

-k
io

s
k
  

 
 

“
N
ew

”  ideas/  projects: 
 

s
e
t u

p
 E

u
r
o
p
e
a
 d

iffu
s
io

n
 c

o
n

ta
c
t lis

t 

 
s
e
t u

p
 a

 m
e
th

o
d
o
lo

g
y
 fo

r
 w

ritin
g
 a

r
tic

le
s
, s

h
a
r
in

g
 &

 

d
is

tr
ib

u
tio

n
 o

f in
fo

, h
o
w

 to
 o

r
g
a
n

iz
e
 a

 w
o
r
k
s
h

o
p
 

e
tc

.  

 
C

r
e
a
te

 a
 p

r
o
to

c
o
l: h

o
w

 to
 o

r
g
a
n
iz

e
/c

o
o
r
d
in

a
te

 a
 

R
tF

 g
a
th

e
r
in

g
 &

 a
c
tio

n
 c

a
m

p
.. 

 
a
t g

a
te

rh
in

g
s
/c

a
m

p
s
: in

c
o
rp

o
r
a
te

 n
e
w

 s
ta

r
s
 a

n
d
 

“m
em

bers”  in  the  general  em
ail  list 

Translation wg
 

 

 
T

h
e
r
e
 is

 n
o
t e

n
o
u
g
h
 tra

n
s
la

to
r
s
 

 

 
N

e
e
d
 fo

r
 a

n
 o

p
e
n
 c

o
lla

b
o
r
a
tiv

e
 s

p
a
c
e
 (o

n
lin

e
) to

 

w
o
r
k
 to

g
e
th

e
r o

n
 E

u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 le

v
e
l 

 
m

o
d
e
r
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 lis

t: n
e
e
d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 a

n
 a

u
to

m
a
tic

  

in
v
ita

tio
n
 e

m
a
il w

ith
 e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
 o

n
 h

o
w

 w
g
 

w
o
r
k
s
.  

 
S

till p
o
s
s
ib

le
 to

 tr
a
n

s
la

te
 te

x
ts

 fr
o
m

 B
u
lle

tin
 6

 in
to

 

G
e
r
m

a
n

 &
 F

r
e
n

c
h

 (a
n

d
 o

th
e
r la

n
g
u
a
g
e
s
) 

 
T

r
a
n

s
la

te
 a

rtic
e
ls

 fo
r
 b

u
lle

tin
 7

 (s
till p

o
s
s
ib

le
 to

 

m
a
k
e
 m

o
r
e
 la

n
g
u
a
g
e
 v

e
r
s
io

n
s
!) 

  --In
f
o
q
u
io

s
K
--R

T
F
-
-
w

h
e
r
e

’r
e
 w

e
 g

o
in

g
?
 

 Objetivos del grupo de trabajo de Infokiosk:  


 
g
e
ttin

g
 

to
 

k
n

o
w

 
th

e
 

d
in

a
m

ic
s
 

o
f 

In
fo

k
io

s
k
 

in
 

R
T

F
 

E
u
r
o
p
e
 


 
c
r
e
a
te

 a
 s

p
a
c
e
 o

f c
o
lle

c
tiv

e
 e

d
itin

g
 o

f a
 fa

n
z
in

e
 fo

r
 R

tF
 


 
c
r
e
a
r u

n
 e

s
p
a
c
io

 d
e
 r

e
d
a
c
c
ió

n
 c

o
le

c
tiv

a
 d

e
 fa

n
z
in

e
s
 p

a
ra

 

R
T

F
 


 
h
a
v
in

g
 a

 s
p
a
c
e
 o

f p
e
r
m

a
n

e
n

t s
to

ra
g
e
 fo

r
 th

e
 fa

n
z
in

e
s
 o

n
 

th
e
 
In

te
rn

e
t. 

T
h

e
 
is

s
u
e
s
 
a
r
e
 
a
g
ric

u
ltu

r
e
 
a
n

d
 
p
e
a
s
a
n

tr
y
, 

a
u
to

n
o
m

y
, 

a
g
ric

u
ltu

ra
l 

fig
h

ts
, 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e
n

t, 
p
r
a
c
tic

a
l 

to
o
ls

 


 
s
p
r
e
a
d
 th

e
 fa

n
z
in

e
s
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 m

e
e
tin

g
s
, in

 p
la

c
e
s
 w

h
e
r
e
 

th
e
r
e
 a

r
e
 fig

h
ts

, d
u
r
in

g
 m

a
n
ife

s
ta

tio
n

s
 

 

Lo que vamos a hacer: 
1. 

c
a
ll 

fo
r
 

c
o
n

ta
c
ts

 
a
n
d
 

c
o
n
tr

ib
u
tio

n
s
 

c
o
n

c
e
rn

in
g
 

th
e
 

in
fo

k
io

s
k
 th

r
o
u
g
h

 th
e
 E

u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 lis

t 
2. 

c
r
e
a
tio

n
 o

f a
 s

to
ra

g
e
 s

p
a
c
e
: o

n
 th

e
 R

T
F

 s
ite

, a
 ftp

, o
r o

n
 

in
fo

k
io

s
k
. n

e
t? 

3. 
c
r
e
a
tio

n
 

o
f 

a
 

c
o
lle

c
tiv

e
 

e
d
itin

g
 

s
p
a
c
e
: 

p
r
o
b
a
b
ly

 
a
 

c
r
a
b
b
g
r
a
s
s
 o

r
 a

 w
ik

i  
4. 

c
r
e
a
tio

n
 
o
f 

p
r
o
p
e
r
 
R

T
F

 
fa

n
z
in

e
s
: 

a
 
c
o
u
p
le

 
o
f 

F
r
e
n

c
h
 

s
p
r
e
a
k
in

g
 
p
e
o
p
le

 
a
r
e
 
a
lr

e
a
d
y
 
m

o
tiv

a
te

d
 
a
n

d
 
is

 
a
lr

e
a
d
y
 

s
ta

r
tin

g
. T

h
e
 m

o
r
e
 w

illin
g
 to

 jo
in

 th
e
m

, th
e
 b

e
tte

r
! 

5. 
tr

a
n

s
la

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 fa

n
z
in

e
s
: if th

e
r
e
 is

 a
 d

e
m

a
n

d
 fr

o
m

 th
e
 

E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 lis

t, o
n

e
 w

ill c
o
n
ta

c
t th

e
 tr

a
n

s
la

tio
n

 g
r
o
u
p 

 
Calendario: 


 
o
n

e
 

m
e
e
tin

g
 

a
b
o
u
t 

e
v
e
r
y
 

tw
o
 

m
o
n

th
s
 

b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 

o
f 

M
a
r
c
h
: m

a
il to

 th
e
 E

u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 lis

t 


 
p
rin

c
ip

io
s
 d

e
 m

a
rz

o
: m

a
il a

 la
 lis

ta
 e

u
r
o
p
e
a
 


 
M

a
r
c
h

-A
p
ril: la

u
n

c
h
in

g
 a

n
d
 s

ta
r
tin

g
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

o
lle

c
tiv

e
 

to
o
ls

 (s
p
r
e
a
d

-lis
t, c

r
a
b
g
r
a
s
s
, s

to
r
a
g
e
 s

p
a
c
e
) 


 
M

a
y
-J

u
n

e
: 

e
d
itin

g
 
th

e
 
fa

n
z
in

e
s
, 

m
e
e
tin

g
 
in

 
F

ra
n

c
e
 
to

 

ta
lk

 a
b
o
u
th

 th
a
t, in

 D
o
r
o
n

a
 p

r
o
b
a
b
ly 


 
A

u
g
u
s
t: 

fin
is

h
in

g
, 

illu
s
tra

tio
n
 

a
n
d
 

tr
a
n

s
la

tio
n
 

o
f 

th
e
 

fa
n

z
in

e
s
 fo

r
 th

e
 c

a
m

p
 in

 C
o
lo

g
n

e 
 

  



 

Fe
e
d
ba
c
k
 

g
a
the

r
in
g
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20
13

Introduction day 
Presentation of individuals:
T

o
 g

et to
 k

n
o

w
 o

n
e

 a
n

o
th

er, w
e

 p
la

yed
 a

 g
a

m
e

 w
ith

 2
0

 

q
u

estio
n

s, w
h

ere
 p

la
yers h

a
d

 to
 m

o
ve

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 p

lo
t o

f
 

la
n

d
 d

ep
en

d
in

g
 o

n
 w

h
eth

er th
eir a

n
sw

ers w
ere

 p
o
sitive

 o
r

 

n
eg

a
tive. 

Presentation of collectives:
Q

u
estio

n
s

 w
ere

 su
g

g
ested

 a
n

d
 g

ro
u

p
s

 w
ere

 g
iven

 1
0

 

m
in

u
tes to

 p
rep

a
re th

eir p
resen

ta
tio

n
.

Z
A

D
A

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 b

a
s
e
d

 o
n

 th
e
 Z

A
D

 n
e
a
r
 N

a
n

te
s
 in

 F
ra

n
c
e
 fro

m
 

th
e

 R
e
d

 a
n

d
 B

la
c
k

 C
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 (L

e
s
 R

o
u

g
e
s
 e

t N
o

irs
). T

h
is

 

fa
rm

in
g

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 w

a
s
 fo

rm
e
d

 ju
s
t a

fte
r th

e
 e

v
ic

tio
n

s
 o

n
 th

e
 

Z
A

D
. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 n
in

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 p
re

s
e
n

t. T
h

e
ir o

b
je

c
tiv

e
 is

 to
 

fa
rm

 la
n

d
 o

rig
in

a
lly

 u
s
e
d

 fo
r a

n
im

a
l p

a
s
tu

re
s
. T

h
e
y

 d
o

 s
o

 in
 

p
ro

te
s
t a

g
a
in

s
t a

n
 a

irp
o

rt d
u

e
 to

 b
e
 b

u
ilt th

e
re

. T
h

e
 p

lo
t o

f
 

la
n

d
 
th

e
y

 
a
re

 
o

c
c
u

p
y

in
g

 
b

e
lo

n
g

s
 
to

 
V

IN
C

I
 
th

e
 
b

u
ild

in
g

 

c
o

m
p

a
n

y
 b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

 a
irp

o
rt. T

h
e
y

 a
re

 a
ls

o
 o

c
c
u

p
y

in
g

 th
e
 

la
n

d
 to

 p
ro

d
u

c
e
 fo

o
d

 a
n

d
 fe

e
d

 th
e
 s

tru
g

g
le

 (th
e
 in

h
a
b

ita
n

ts
 

o
f th

e
 Z

A
D

). za
d

.n
a

d
ir.o

rg

Platform for Food Sovereignty in Valencia
T

h
e
y

 in
c
lu

d
e
 5

0
 c

o
n

s
u

m
e
r g

ro
u

p
s
 a

n
d

 m
a
n

y
 p

ro
d

u
c
e
rs

. T
h

e
 

p
la

tfo
rm

 is
 n

o
t in

 a
n

y
 s

tru
g

g
le

 a
g

a
in

s
t a

n
y

th
in

g
, b

u
t ra

th
e
r
 

fo
r
 o

n
e

 th
in

g
:
 fo

o
d

 s
o

v
e
re

ig
n

ty
. T

h
e
y

 fo
llo

w
 th

e
 N

y
e
le

n
i 

d
e
c
la

ra
tio

n
. T

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
 fiv

e
 m

a
in

 a
c
tiv

itie
s
: a

n
 a

n
n

u
a
l c

a
m

p
 

fo
r
 
p

ro
d

u
c
e
rs

,
 
c
o

n
s
u

m
e
rs

 
a
n

d
 
a
s
s
o

c
ia

tio
n

s
 
to

 
m

e
e
t.

 T
h

e
y

 

h
a
v

e
 a

 g
e
n

e
ra

l m
e
e
tin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 1

7
th

 A
p

ril. T
h

e
y

 c
a
rry

 o
u
t
 

c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
s

 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t
 
th

e
 
y

e
a
r
 
(a

g
a
in

s
t
 
G

M
 
c
ro

p
s
,
 
n

e
w

 

la
w

s
 
a
n

d
 
le

g
is

la
tio

n
).

 
T

h
e
y

 
g

o
 
to

 
fa

rm
e
rs

' 
m

a
rk

e
ts

 
w

ith
 

e
c
o

lo
g

ic
a
l p

ro
d

u
c
e
. T

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
 a

n
 a

n
n

u
a
l g

a
th

e
rin

g
 fo

r F
o

o
d

 

S
o

v
e
re

ig
n

ty
 in

 S
p

a
in

.

The A
lliance for Food Sovereignty in Catalunya

O
n

e
 
p

e
rs

o
n

 
p

re
s
e
n

ts
 
a

 
s
im

ila
r
 
p

ro
je

c
t:

 
T

h
e

 A
llia

n
c
e

 
fo

r
 

F
o

o
d

 S
o

v
e
re

ig
n

ty
 in

 C
a
ta

lu
n

y
a
. P

ro
d

u
c
e
rs

, c
o

n
s
u

m
e
rs

 a
n

d
 

a
s
s
o

c
ia

tio
n

s
 

w
o

rk
 

to
 

p
ro

m
o

te
 

fo
o

d
 

s
o

v
e
re

ig
n

ty
 

in
 

C
a
ta

lu
n

y
a
. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r
 n

e
tw

o
rk

s
 fo

r
 F

o
o

d
 S

o
v

e
re

ig
n

ty
 

in
 
e
v

e
ry

 
re

g
io

n
 
o

f
 
S

p
a
in

. 
H

e
 
a
ls

o
 
p

re
s
e
n

ts
 
C

a
n

 
M

a
s
d

e
u

. 

T
h

is
 p

ro
je

c
t is

 a
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 a
n

d
 s

o
c
ia

l c
e
n

tre
 -

 a
 p

ro
je

c
t o

f
 

p
ro

je
c
ts

.
 
It

 
is

 
b

a
s
e
d

 
in

 
a

 
s
q

u
a
tte

d
 
v

a
lle

y
 
in

 
a
n

 
o

c
c
u

p
ie

d
 

m
o

n
a
s
te

ry
 a

n
d

 h
a
s
 b

e
e
n

 th
e
re

 fo
r
 1

1
 y

e
a
rs

. 2
0

 p
e
o

p
le

 liv
e

 

th
e
re

. It is
 n

o
t fa

r
 fro

m
 C

a
n

 P
ie

lla
 o

n
 th

e
 m

o
u

n
ta

in
 ra

n
g

e
 

o
v

e
rlo

o
k

in
g

 B
a
rc

e
lo

n
a
 a

n
d

 th
e
 s

e
a
. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 e
s
s
e
n

tia
lly

 3
 

s
o

c
ia

l p
ro

je
c
ts

 th
e
re

: a
 s

o
c
ia

l c
e
n

tre
, c

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 a
llo

tm
e
n

ts
 

(8
0

 in
 to

ta
l), a

n
 e

n
v

iro
n

m
e
n

ta
l fo

o
d

 g
ro

w
in

g
 p

ro
je

c
t. T

h
e
y

 

try
 to

 c
re

a
te

 lin
k

s
 b

e
tw

e
e
n

 u
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 ru

ra
l s

tru
g

g
le

s
.

Can Piella
T

h
is

 la
n

d
 h

a
s
 b

e
e
n

 o
c
c
u

p
ie

d
 fo

r
 3

 a
n

d
 a

 h
a
lf

 y
e
a
rs

. T
h

e
re

 

a
re

 
c
u

rre
n

tly
 
1
1

 
p

e
o

p
le

 
liv

in
g

 
th

e
re

.
 
S

o
m

e
 
fa

m
ilie

s
 
h

a
v

e
 

a
llo

tm
e
n

ts
 o

n
 th

e
 la

n
d

. T
h

e
y

 h
o

ld
 a

n
 o

p
e
n

 p
u

b
lic

 m
e
e
tin

g
 

w
h

e
re

 th
o

s
e

 in
v

o
lv

e
d

 in
 th

e
 p

ro
je

c
t
 c

a
n

 m
e
e
t
 (a

ro
u

n
d

 3
0

 

p
e
o

p
le

 c
u

rre
n

tly
). T

h
e
y

 a
re

 b
a
s
e
d

 o
n

 th
e
 o

u
ts

k
irts

 o
f th

e
 c

ity
 

a
n

d
 
a
re

 
s
u

rro
u

n
d

e
d

 
b

y
 
b

u
ild

in
g

s
 
a
n

d
 
in

fra
s
tru

c
tu

re
 
o

f 

c
a
p

ita
lis

t
 p

ro
d

u
c
tio

n
. T

h
e
y

 s
tru

g
g

le
 a

g
a
in

s
t
 th

e
 g

ro
w

th
 o

f 

th
e

 c
ity

 a
n

d
 p

ro
m

o
te

 ru
ra

l
 a

c
tiv

itie
s
. T

h
e
ir

 o
b
je

c
tiv

e
 is

 to
 

s
h

o
w

 th
is

 ru
ra

l a
lte

rn
a
tiv

e
 to

 c
ity

 fo
lk

. T
h

e
ir

 a
c
tiv

itie
s
 a

re
 

p
ro

d
u

c
in

g
 

b
re

a
d

,
 

b
e
e
r,

 
v

e
g

e
ta

b
le

s
 

a
n

d
 

c
o

n
s
e
rv

e
s

 
fo

r
 

e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e
n

c
e
. T

h
e
y

 h
o
ld

 w
o

rk
s
h

o
p

s
, s

k
ills

h
a
re

s
, 

s
p

re
a
d

 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
,
 
o

rg
a
n

is
e

 
D

IY
 
e
v

e
n

ts
 
a
n

d
 
w

e
e
k

e
n

d
 

e
v

e
n

ts
 fo

r p
ro

te
c
tin

g
 n

a
tu

re
. T

h
e
y

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

 in
 a

 s
e
e
d

 s
w

a
p

 

n
e
tw

o
rk

 
fo

r
 
C

a
ta

lu
n

y
a

 
a
n

d
 
S

p
a
in

 
to

 
p

re
s
e
rv

e
 
s
p

e
c
ie

s
 
in

 

d
a
n

g
e
r
 o

f
 e

x
tin

c
tio

n
. T

h
e
ir

 h
o

u
s
e

 is
 c

u
rre

n
tly

 u
n

d
e
r
 th

re
a
t 

fro
m

 s
p

e
c
u

la
tio

n
. T

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
 a

n
 e

v
ic

tio
n

 o
rd

e
r
 s

o
 th

e
 h

o
u

s
e
 

is
 in

 a
 d

iffic
u

lt s
ta

te
. A

c
tiv

itie
s
 h

a
v

e
 c

o
m

e
 to

 a
 h

a
lt a

n
d

 th
e
y

 

a
re

 fo
c
u

s
e
d

 o
n

 re
s
is

ta
n

c
e
. w

w
w

.ca
n

p
iella

.ca
t

Laciana Collective
T

h
e
y

 
a
re

 
b

a
s
e
d

 
in

 th
e

 
L

e
o

n
 v

a
lle

y
 in

 A
s
tu

ria
s
.
 T

h
e
y

 
a
re

 

re
s
is

tin
g

 th
e

 c
re

a
tio

n
 o

f
 o

p
e
n

-c
a
s
t
 c

o
a
l
 m

in
e
s
 th

e
re

. T
h

e
y

 

b
e
g

a
n

 a
fte

r
 a

 c
a
m

p
 in

 th
e
 s

u
m

m
e
r
 o

f
 2

0
1
1

. T
h

e
y

 h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 

g
o

in
g

 fo
r
 a

 y
e
a
r
 a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 1
0

 to
 1

5
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
 

th
e
ir

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
. O

n
e
 p

a
rt is

 b
a
s
e
d

 in
 th

e
 v

a
lle

y
, a

d
 th

e
 o

th
e
r
 

p
a
rt

 
s
p

re
a
d

s
 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 

a
ro

u
n

d
 

th
e

 
c
o

u
n

try
.

 
T

h
e
ir

 

o
b

je
c
tiv

e
s
 a

re
 to

 s
tru

g
g

le
 a

g
a
in

s
t o

p
e
n

-c
a
s
t c

o
a
l m

in
in

g
, a

s
 

w
e
ll

 
a
s

 
c
re

a
tin

g
 
n

e
tw

o
rk

s
 
w

ith
 
o

th
e
r
 
g

ro
u

p
s

 
in

v
o

lv
e
d

 
in

 

e
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l
 
s
tru

g
g

le
.
 T

h
e
y

 
w

a
n

t
 
to

 
s
u

p
p

o
rt

 
th

e
 
p

e
o

p
le

 

liv
in

g
 
in

 
th

e
 
v

a
lle

y
 
a
g

a
in

s
t
 
th

e
 
m

in
e
s

 
(p

o
llu

tio
n

,
 
s
m

a
ll 

b
u

s
in

e
s
s
e
s
 a

ffe
c
te

d
, m

a
fia

). T
h

e
y

 w
ill re

m
a
in

 in
 th

e
 v

a
lle

y
. 

A
 y

e
a
r
 a

g
o

, a
s
 th

e
y

 n
e
e
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
 th

e
re

, th
e

 id
e
a

 to
 g

ro
w

 

th
e
ir

 
o

w
n

 
fo

o
d

 
w

a
s

 
ra

is
e
d

 
(th

is
 
is

 
a
n

 
a
c
tiv

ity
 
th

e
y

 
a
re

 

p
u

rs
u

in
g

). T
h

e
ir

 a
c
tiv

itie
s
 a

re
 d

iv
id

e
d

 b
e
tw

e
e
n

 le
a
rn

in
g

 to
 

liv
e

 
o

n
 
th

e
 
la

n
d

 
a
n

d
 
c
re

a
tin

g
 
v

is
ib

ility
 
fo

r
 
th

e
 
c
u

rre
n

t 

s
itu

a
tio

n
, a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 in

v
e
s
tig

a
tin

g
 th

e
 e

ffe
c
t o

n
 th

e
 w

a
te

r
 in

 

th
e

 v
a
lle

y
 fo

r
 th

e
 p

re
s
e
n

c
e

 o
f
 h

e
a
v

y
 m

e
ta

ls
. A

n
o

th
e
r
 le

s
s
 

v
is

ib
le

 a
c
tiv

ity
 is

 to
 s

u
p

p
o

rt th
o

s
e
 in

 s
tru

g
g

le
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u

n
d

, 

w
h

o
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 th
e
re

 fo
r
 2

0
 y

e
a
rs

 a
n

d
 a

re
 b

u
rn

t o
u
t. T

h
is

 is
 

a
n

 im
p

o
rta

n
t c

u
rre

n
t d

a
y

 s
tru

g
g

le
 

a
s
 th

e
y

 h
a
v

e
 o

b
ta

in
e
d

 p
e
rm

is
s
io

n
 fo

r
 p

ro
d

u
c
tio

n
 a

n
d

 c
o

u
ld

 

ta
k

e
 o

v
e
r th

e
 e

n
tire

 v
a
lle

y
.

SoliLa!, Vienna
S

o
lila

! s
ta

n
d

s
 fo

r "
S

o
lid

a
ris

c
h

 L
a
n

d
w

irts
c
h

a
fte

n
"
 [S

o
lid

a
rity

 

fa
rm

s
/a

g
ric

u
ltu

re
]
 a

n
d

 is
 a

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 th

a
t e

m
e
rg

e
d

 fro
m

 th
e
 

la
n

d
 o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 o

f
 2

0
1

2
 in

 V
ie

n
n

a
. S

o
lila

!
 is

 a
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f
 

la
n

d
le

s
s
 p

e
a
s
a
n

ts
 a

n
d

 th
o

s
e
 w

h
o

 w
a
n

t to
 b

e
(c

o
m

e
) th

is
, a

n
d

 

T
h
e
 s

t
r
in

g
 g

a
m

e
D

ecolonizing our imaginary to start a transformation

W
h

ich
 lin

k
s
 a

re
 th

ere
 b

etw
een

 th
e

 n
ea

rest su
p

erm
a

rk
et, 

la
n

d
 g

ra
b

b
in

g
, g

lo
b

a
l w

a
rm

in
g

, w
o

rld
 tra

d
e, th

e w
o

rk
 o

f a
 

K
en

ya
n

 fa
rm

er a
n

d
 a

 zu
cch

in
i th

a
t yo

u
 ju

st p
eeled

?
 H

o
w

 

to
 

p
ro

vid
e

 
p
u

b
lic

 
lig

h
tin

g
 

o
n

 
th

e
 

in
terrela

tio
n

sh
ip

s
 

b
etw

een
 th

ese
 elem

en
ts, th

eir
 co

n
seq

u
en

ces
 a

n
d

 levers?
 

H
o

w
 to

 p
ro

m
o

te
 a

n
 u

n
d

ersta
n

d
in

g
 o

f
 th

e
 g

lo
b

a
lized

 
so

ciety,
 
d

evelo
p

 
critica

l
 
th

in
k

in
g

 
a

n
d

 
im

p
el

 
co

n
crete

 

a
ctio

n
s?

 H
o

w
 to

 lea
ve th

e lin
ea

r view
 o

f m
o

d
ern

 scien
ce to

 
a

ch
ieve

 a
n

 ep
istem

o
lo

g
ica

l revo
lu

tio
n

?
 T

h
e

 S
trin

g
 G

a
m

e
 

is in
ten

d
ed

 to
 h

elp
 a

n
sw

er th
o

se q
u

estio
n

s.

D
esig

n
ed

 b
y

 a
 B

elg
ian

 n
etw

o
rk

, th
e

 S
trin

g
 G

am
e

 is
 a

 
p

articip
ato

ry
 g

am
e

 th
at allo

w
s

 ad
d

ressin
g

 in
 a

 fu
n

 an
d

 

creativ
e w

ay
 a co

m
p

lex
 issu

e: th
e fo

o
d

 sy
stem

. It is, in
d

eed
, 

a
 to

o
l fo

r m
o

d
elin

g
 a

 co
m

p
lex

 sy
stem

 - th
e

 co
n

su
m

erist 

so
ciety

 an
d

 its im
p

acts - in
ten

d
ed

 to
 p

ro
m

o
te u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 
th

e relatio
n

sh
ip

s b
etw

een
 elem

en
ts th

at m
ak

e u
p

 th
is sy

stem
 

as w
ell as creatin

g
 a

 p
erso

n
al eth

ical p
o

sitio
n

: in
 w

h
at am

 I 
co

n
cern

ed
, resp

o
n

sib
le

 o
f
 th

is
 situ

atio
n

, an
d

 w
h

at can
 I 

ch
an

g
e?

D
y

n
am

ic, flex
ib

le, ad
ap

tab
le, th

is
 to

o
l can

 b
e

 u
sed

 w
ith

 
ch

ild
ren

 as
 w

ell
 
as

 
ad

u
lts

 b
y

 
ed

u
catio

n
 
p

ro
fessio

n
als, 

lead
ers, teach

ers ... D
ifferen

t v
ersio

n
s h

av
e
 b

een
 d

ev
elo

p
ed

 
fro

m
 th

e
 g

am
e

 allo
w

in
g

 to
 d

eep
en

 so
m

e
 th

em
es: seed

s, 

d
eb

t,
 

th
e

 
“F

ran
çafriq

u
e”,

 
p

erm
acu

ltu
re,

 
p

lan
n

ed
 

o
b

so
lescen

ce... It
 w

as
 tran

slated
 in

to
 sev

eral
 lan

g
u

ag
es 

(S
p

an
ish

, P
o

rtu
g

u
ese

 an
d

 E
n

g
lish

) an
d

 ad
ap

ted
 to

 d
ifferen

t 
co

n
tex

ts (E
u

ro
p

e, L
atin

 A
m

erica).

T
h

e g
am

e’s o
b

jectiv
es are to

:

✔
raise

 aw
aren

ess o
f th

e
 im

p
acts o

f o
u

r fo
o

d
 m

o
d

el o
n

 th
e
 

en
v

iro
n

m
en

t,
 
th

e
 
so

cio
-eco

n
o

m
ic

 
sp

h
ere

 
an

d
 
h

u
m

an
 

h
ealth

.

✔
R

ein
fo

rce
 th

e
 cap

acity
 to

 b
u
ild

 lin
k

s b
etw

een
 lo

cal an
d

 

g
lo

b
al

 
th

em
es,

 
b

etw
een

 
ch

allen
g

es
 

at
 

"N
o

rth
"

 
an

d
 

"S
o

u
th

", b
etw

een
 co

n
su

m
p
tio

n
 an

d
 its en

v
iro

n
m

en
tal an

d
 

so
cial im

p
acts.

✔
In

cite
 th

e
 co

n
stru

ctio
n

 o
f a

 g
lo

b
al th

o
u

g
h

t, co
m

p
lex

 an
d

 

critical.

✔
E

n
co

u
rag

e
 th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 o
f
 a

 “critical lo
o

k
”

 ab
o

u
t th

e
 

m
o

d
el o

f co
n

su
m

erist so
ciety.

✔
O

p
en

 p
ro

sp
ects o

f altern
ate

 actio
n

s to
 th

e
 cu

rren
t m

o
d

el, 

b
o

th
 in

d
iv

id
u

al an
d

 co
llectiv

e.

✔
E

n
co

u
rag

e
 th

e
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t
 o

f
 a

 sch
o

o
l
 p

ro
ject, an

 

asso
ciatio

n
, a co

n
su

m
er o

r citizen
 g

ro
u

p
, etc..

T
h

e
 S

trin
g

 G
am

e
 is

 b
ased

 o
n

 th
e

 sy
stem

ic
 a

p
p

ro
a

ch
, an

 
ap

p
ro

ach
 th

at h
elp

s
 to

 o
p

en
 u

p
 reality

 b
y

 sh
o

w
in

g
, fo

r 

ex
am

p
le, th

at th
e
 w

h
o

le
 is m

o
re

 th
a

n
 th

e
 su

m
 o

f its p
a

rts. 
T

h
is

 
k

in
d

 
o

f
 

ap
p

ro
ach

 
seek

s
 

to
 

start
 

a
 

p
ro

fo
u

n
d

 

tran
sfo

rm
atio

n
: th

e
 m

ech
an

ism
s

 o
f
 o

u
r
 th

o
u

g
h

ts, w
h

ich
 

fo
llo

w
s

 
u

s
 
sin

ce
 
ch

ild
h

o
o

d
 
in

 
lin

earity,
 
in

d
iv

id
u

alism
, 

alien
atio

n
,
 
an

d
 
lead

s
 
u

s,
 
fo

r
 
ex

am
p

le,
 
to

 
fatalism

,
 
to

 
p

assiv
ity

 ag
ain

st a
 ted

io
u

s
 co

m
p

lex
ity. S

o
 w

e
 n

eed
 to

 

d
eco

lo
n

ize
 o

u
r im

ag
in

ary
 to

 start w
ritin

g
 an

o
th

er H
isto

ry, 
w

ith
o

u
t seek

in
g

 to
 red

u
ce th

e w
o

rld
’s co

m
p

lex
ity

 b
u

t actin
g

 

at all lev
els to

 tran
sfo

rm
 it d

eep
ly.

T
h

is
 ed

u
ca

tio
n

a
l to

o
l w

ill b
e

 h
o

sted
 a

t th
e

 n
ex

t R
T

F
 

ca
m

p
 in

 G
erm

a
n

y
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 a
llo

w
 p

a
rticip

a
n

ts
 to

 

a
n

im
a

te th
e g

a
m

e b
y

 th
em

selv
es.



 

A
rticles from the milky w

ay

o
th

e
rs

 w
h

o
 w

a
n

t to
 a

c
q

u
ire

 c
o

n
tro

l o
v

e
r fo

o
d

 p
ro

d
u

c
tio

n
.

h
ttp

://so
lila

.b
lo

g
sp

o
rt.eu

ausgeCO2hlt
P

re
s
e
n

ta
tio

n
 o

f
 
th

e
 
a
u

s
g

e
C

O
2

h
lt

 c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
 
n

e
a
r
 C

o
lo

g
n

e
. 

T
h

e
re

 a
re

 5
0

 in
itia

tiv
e
s
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t G
e
rm

a
n

y
. T

h
e
y

 o
p

p
o

s
e
 

a
n

 o
p

e
n

 c
a
s
t
 c

o
a
l
 m

in
e
. T

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 a
c
tiv

e
 fo

r
 th

re
e

 

y
e
a
rs

 
a
g

a
in

s
t
 
c
o

a
l
 
m

in
in

g
.
 T

h
e
y

 
h

a
v

e
 
c
re

a
te

d
 
a

 
p

la
tfo

rm
 

a
g

a
in

s
t c

o
a
l m

in
in

g
 to

 c
lo

s
e
 th

e
m

 fo
r g

o
o

d
. T

h
e
 m

in
e
 w

h
ic

h
 

is
 c

u
rre

n
tly

 e
x

tra
c
tin

g
 c

o
a
l is

 th
e
 s

e
c
o

n
d

 b
ig

g
e
s
t in

 E
u

ro
p

e
 

a
n

d
 
e
m

its
 
th

e
 
m

o
s
t
 
C

O
2

 
in

 
E

u
ro

p
e
.
 
W

e
 
a
ll

 
k

n
o

w
 
th

e
 

c
o

n
s
e
q

u
e
n

c
e
s
 o

f
 th

is
. T

h
e
ir

 m
a
in

 a
c
tiv

ity
 is

 to
 s

p
re

a
d

 th
e

 

w
o

rd
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a
t is

 h
a
p

p
e
n

in
g

. T
h

e
y

 o
rg

a
n

is
e
d

 a
 c

a
m

p
 in

 a
n

 

a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 v
illa

g
e
, w

h
e
re

 in
h

a
b

ita
n

ts
 w

e
re

 o
rd

e
re

d
 to

 le
a
v

e
. 

T
h

e
y

 
d

o
 

d
ire

c
t

 
a
c
tio

n
 

a
g

a
in

s
t

 
th

e
 

m
in

in
g

 
h

e
re

 
a
n

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t
 
G

e
rm

a
n

y
.
 
T

h
e
re

 
is

 
a
ls

o
 
a

 
fo

re
s
t
 
o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
. 

T
h

e
y

 w
e
re

 e
v

ic
te

d
 a

 y
e
a
r
 a

g
o

, b
u

t h
a
v

e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

 re
c
e
n

tly
 to

 

o
c
c
u

p
y

 
it.

 
T

h
e

 
m

o
tiv

e
s

 
o

f
 
th

is
 
g

ro
u

p
 
a
re

 
th

e
 
s
a
m

e
 
a
s
 

a
u

s
g

e
C

O
2

h
lt a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
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ro
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c
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 d
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c
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 p
la

c
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 m
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 p
ro

je
c
t. T

h
e

 p
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c
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h
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h
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l
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a
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 m
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b
e
rs

 a
re

 s
p

re
a
d

 a
c
ro

s
s
 S

p
a
in

. 

T
h

e
y

 w
o

rk
 o

n
 th
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d
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 m
a
k

e
 a

 m
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c
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 p
ira
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 d
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 c
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n
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c
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 c
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c
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c
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ra
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h
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s
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b
le

 to
 im

a
g

in
e
, a

n
d

 b
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 c
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c
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 b
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c
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c
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p
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h
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p
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c
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 p
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a
w
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 c
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h
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 c
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c
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.
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p
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l d
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 d
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 p
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 p
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 b
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 c
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c
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 b
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 p
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c
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 d
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 b
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b
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 c
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 p
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c
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b
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c
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c
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l p
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p
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p
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e

 
F

L
E

O
 

m
o

v
e
m

e
n

t
 

(F
a
b

u
lo

u
s
 

L
a
b

o
ra

to
ry

 o
f E

x
p
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n
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p
a
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a
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in

 
a
n

 
a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 
a
re

a
 
o

f
 
la

n
d

 

d
e
s
tin

e
d

 to
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 
a

 
m

o
to

rw
a
y
. A

 
n

e
w

 c
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p
ie

d
 a

 h
o

u
s
e

 a
 w
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 p
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, p
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.
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p
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 c
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 m
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 d
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c
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c
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c
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c
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Portugal Community
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 p
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t p
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p
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h
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.
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p
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c
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Separation into local groups
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 b
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 p
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 d
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s d
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e p
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The French-speaking group
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c
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c
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c
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c
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g
a
in

s
t
 G

M
 c

ro
p

s
 a

n
d

 fo
r
 fo

o
d

 

s
o

v
e
re

ig
n

ty
. T

h
is

 w
ill h

a
p

p
e
n

 in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f A
p

ril a
n

d
 is

 a
 

w
e
e
k

 
o

f
 

a
u

to
n

o
m

o
u

s
 

a
c
tio

n
s
.

 
A

 
la

n
d

 
o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 

in
 

T
a
rra

g
o

n
a

 in
 S

p
rin

g
 w

a
s
 s

p
o

k
e
n

 a
b

o
u

t, b
u

t
 it

 s
till

 h
a
s
 n

o
 

fix
e
d

 d
a
te

. 

The A
ustrian group

 s
p

o
k

e
 o

f
 a

 la
n

d
 o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 1

7
th

 

A
p

ril in
 V

ie
n

n
a
. T

h
e
y

 in
v
ite

 u
s
 to

 jo
in

 th
e
m

.

Feedback from W
orking groups

A
 b

rief resu
m

e o
f w

o
rk

sh
o
p
s to

o
k
 p

la
ce o

n
site b

u
t n

o
rm

a
lly ea

ch
 

w
o
rk

in
g

 g
ro

u
p

 w
ill sen

d
 M

in
u

tes to
 b

e p
u

b
lish

ed
 in

 th
e B

u
lletin

. 

F
o
r

 th
is

 rea
so

n
, in

 th
is

 resu
m

e
 th

ere
 a

re
 so

m
e

 ex
p
la

n
a
tio

n
s

 

a
b
o
u

t w
h

a
t ea

ch
 g

ro
u

p
 is.

The Seeds group
T

h
is

 g
ro

u
p
 w

o
rk

s
 w

ith
 tra

d
itio

n
a
l s

tra
in

s
 o

f s
e
e
d
 a

s
 a

 m
e
a
n
s
 a

n
d
 a

n
 

e
n
d

 to
 fig

h
tin

g
 fo

r
 fo

o
d

 s
o
v
e
re

ig
n
ty

,
 ra

th
e
r
 th

a
n

 fo
lk

lo
re

. T
h
e
y

 

in
tro

d
u
c
e
d

 
th

e
 
c
u
rre

n
t

 
s
itu

a
tio

n
.
 
T

h
e

 
w

o
rk

in
g

 
g
ro

u
p

 
d
e
c
id

e
 

y
e
s
te

rd
a
y

 to
 w

rite
 a

 te
x
t to

 o
u
tlin

e
 th

e
 p

o
s
itio

n
 w

h
ic

h
 R

e
c
la

im
 th

e
 

F
ie

ld
s
 ta

k
e
s
 o

n
 th

is
 is

s
u
e
. T

h
e
 a

fte
rn

o
o
n
 w

o
rk

s
h
o
p
 fo

c
u
s
e
d
 o

n
 th

is
, 

a
n
d
 th

e
y
 w

ill try
 to

 s
u
b
m

it a
n
 a

rtic
le

 fo
r th

e
 b

u
lle

tin
.

The Infokiosk group
T

h
is

 g
ro

u
p

 o
rg

a
n
is

e
s
 a

n
 In

fo
s
h
o
p

 fo
r
 R

e
c
la

im
 th

e
 F

ie
ld

s
 E

u
ro

p
e
. 

T
h
e

 id
e
a

 is
 to

 te
s
t
 w

h
e
th

e
r
 th

e
re

 is
 e

n
o
u
g
h

 e
n
e
rg

y
 to

 c
re

a
te

 a
n

 

In
fo

s
h
o
p
: w

rite
, s

to
re

, p
rin

t a
n
d

 d
is

trib
u
te

 m
a
te

ria
l. T

h
e
 re

s
p
o
n
s
e
 

is
 th

a
t y

e
s
, th

e
re

 is
 e

n
o
u
g
h

 e
n
e
rg

y
 in

 th
e
 F

re
n
c
h
-s

p
e
a
k
in

g
 g

ro
u
p
. It 

m
a
y

 
w

e
ll

 
b
e

 
th

e
 
s
a
m

e
 
fo

r
 
th

e
 
re

s
t
 
o
f
 
E

u
ro

p
e
.
 
P

e
o
p
le

 
w

h
o

 
a
re

 

in
te

re
s
te

d
 
s
h
o
u
ld

 
m

a
k
e

 
th

e
m

s
e
lv

e
s

 
k
n
o
w

n
 
to

 
th

e
 
g
ro

u
p
.
 
M

o
re

 

w
o
rk

 w
ill ta

k
e
 p

la
c
e
 in

 F
ra

n
c
e
, to

 c
re

a
te

 a
 w

o
rk

s
p
a
c
e
 a

n
d

 c
o
n
tin

u
e
 

to
 d

is
trib

u
te

 te
x
ts

.

The Gender group
O

p
in

io
n
s
 w

e
re

 s
h
a
re

d
 a

b
o
u
t w

h
a
t w

o
rd

s
 lik

e
 g

e
n
d
e
r, s

e
x
is

m
 a

n
d

 

fe
m

in
is

m
 m

e
a
n
t to

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
n
ts

. S
o
m

e
 life

 e
x
p
e
rie

n
c
e
s
 w

e
re

 a
ls

o
 

s
h
a
re

d
.
 A

 
w

h
o
le

 
h
o
s
t
 
o
f
 
p
ro

p
o
s
a
ls

 
w

e
re

 
m

a
d
e

 
to

 
a
v
o
id

 
s
u
c
h

 

s
itu

a
tio

n
s
 w

h
ic

h
 c

a
n

 b
e
 p

u
t in

to
 p

ra
c
tic

e
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly

. T
h
e
 g

ro
u
p

 

re
a
c
h
e
d

 m
a
n
y

 in
te

re
s
tin

g
 c

o
n
c
lu

s
io

n
s
 b

u
t
 c

h
o
s
e

 to
 s

h
a
re

 tw
o

 in
 

p
a
rtic

u
la

r w
ith

 th
e
 g

ro
u
p
: S

e
x
is

m
 is

 s
o
m

e
th

in
g
 th

a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
s
 o

n
 th

e
 

in
s
id

e
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 o

n
 th

e
 o

u
ts

id
e
 –

 o
r
 ra

th
e
r, it h

a
p
p
e
n
s
 a

s
 m

u
c
h

 

b
e
tw

e
e
n

 e
a
c
h

 o
th

e
r a

s
 in

 w
id

e
r s

o
c
ie

ty
. A

ls
o
, w

h
e
n

 w
e
 th

in
k

 a
b
o
u
t 

s
tru

g
g
le

 re
la

te
d

 to
 g

e
n
d
e
r, th

is
 re

fe
rs

 n
o
t ju

s
t to

 th
e
 re

la
tio

n
s
h
ip

s
 

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 m

e
n
 a

n
d
 w

o
m

e
n
, b

u
t a

ls
o
 fe

m
in

in
ity

 a
n
d
 m

a
s
c
u
lin

ity
.

The Esperanto group 
A

 
b
rie

f
 
h
is

to
ry

 
o
f
 
E

s
p
e
ra

n
to

 
w

a
s

 
g
iv

e
n
.
 T

h
e
y

 
d
id

 
s
o
m

e
 
q
u
ic

k
 

e
x
e
rc

is
e
s
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
o
w

e
d
 h

o
w

 e
a
s
y
 it w

a
s
 to

 le
a
rn

 a
n
d
 h

o
w

 u
s
e
fu

l it
 

c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 fo

r
 m

o
v
e
m

e
n
ts

 lik
e
 R

e
c
la

im
 th

e
 F

ie
ld

s
. S

o
m

e
 th

o
u
g
h
t it

 

m
ig

h
t b

e
 a

n
 id

e
a
 to

 w
rite

 a
 te

x
t fo

r th
e
 b

u
lle

tin
, o

r e
v
e
n
 tra

n
s
la

te
 o

r
 

w
rite

 a
rtic

le
s
 in

 E
s
p
e
ra

n
to

 to
 g

e
t p

e
o
p
le

 s
p
e
a
k
in

g
 it.

W
orkshop

 on “Compatibility of
 projects struggling for food 

sovereignty with projects struggling to defend the land”
T

h
is

 w
a
s
 m

o
re

 o
f a

 d
e
b
a
te

 w
ith

 th
re

e
 fo

c
a
l p

o
in

ts
: T

h
e
 firs

t tw
o
 a

re
 

m
e
n
tio

n
e
d

 
a
b
o
v
e
,

 
th

e
 

th
ird

 
w

a
s

 
s
o
m

e
th

in
g

 
e
v
e
r-p

re
s
e
n
t

 
in

 

c
o
lle

c
tiv

e
 p

ro
je

c
ts

 –
 re

la
tio

n
s
h
ip

s
 a

n
d

 p
e
rs

o
n
a
l
 c

o
n
c
e
rn

s
, w

h
ic

h
 

w
a
s

 
u
ltim

a
te

ly
 
w

h
a
t
 
w

a
s

 
m

o
s
t
 
s
p
o
k
e
n

 
a
b
o
u
t
 
e
v
e
n

 
if

 
it

 
w

a
s
n
't 

m
e
n
tio

n
e
d

 
in

 
th

e
 
title

.
 
E

x
p
e
rie

n
c
e
s

 
a
n
d

 
to

o
ls

 
w

e
re

 
s
h
a
re

d
 
fo

r
 

d
e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
 th

is
 is

s
u
e
. 

                                           



 

T
o
m

a
 l

a
 T

ie
r
r
a
: 

C
ounter-inform

ation for the D
efense of the E

arth.

S
p

a
in

 is a
 co

u
n

try
 rid

d
led

 w
ith

 sp
ecu

la
tio

n
, irresp

o
n

sib
le

 

in
d
u

stria
liza

tio
n

 a
n

d
 co

rru
p

tio
n

 o
n

 a
 lo

ca
l a

n
d

 n
a
tio

n
a

l 
level.

 
H

o
w

 
m

a
n

y
 

lo
ca

l
 

stru
g

g
les

 
a

re
 

silen
ced

 
o

r
 

m
a

rg
in

a
lised

 b
y

 p
o
litica

l o
r
 eco

n
o

m
ic

 in
terests?

 T
h

is
 is

 
so

m
eth

in
g

 w
e

 w
ill n

ever
 k

n
o

w
. In

 th
e

 S
u

m
er

 o
f 2

0
11

, 

th
ere w

a
s a

 ca
m

p
 a

g
a

in
st o

p
en

- ca
st co

a
l m

in
in

g
 in

 th
e

 
L

a
cia

n
a

 va
lley, L

eo
n

. D
u

rin
g

 th
is ca

m
p

, a
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f 1
0

0
 

p
eo

p
le

 m
et fro

m
 d

ifferen
t p

a
rts o

f th
e
 co

u
n

try
 a

n
d

 a
g

reed
 

u
p

o
n

 
th

e
 
n

eed
 
to

 
b

u
ild

 
n

etw
o

rk
s

 
b

etw
een

 
d

ifferen
t

 

eco
lo

g
ica

l stru
g

g
les w

ith
in

 S
p

a
in

.

A
 co

u
p

le o
f m

o
n

th
s later, a g

ro
u

p
 o

f th
o

se w
h

o
 p

articip
ated

 
in

 th
is

 m
eetin

g
 b

eg
an

 to
 im

ag
in

e
 a

 p
ro

ject –
 'T

o
m

a
 le

 

T
ierra'.

 
It

 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

 
an

 
au

to
n

o
m

o
u

s
 

p
ro

ject
 

w
ith

 
a
 

h
o

rizo
n

tal, D
IY

 eth
o

s
 w

h
ich

 co
u

ld
 p

ro
v

id
e

 to
o
ls

 to
 th

e
 

v
ario

u
s

 co
llectiv

es
 w

o
rk

in
g

 aro
u

n
d

 th
e

 co
u

n
try. It co

u
ld

 
also

 act as
 sp

o
k

esp
erso

n
 an

d
 o

ffer a
 w

ay
 o

f co
n

n
ectin

g
 

stru
g

g
les an

d
 raisin

g
 aw

aren
ess o

f en
v

iro
n

m
en

tal issu
es in

 a
 

co
u

n
try

 w
h

ich
 is in

 m
an

y
 w

ay
s lack

s a cu
ltu

re
 o

f carin
g

 fo
r 

N
atu

re. T
o

o
ls

 fo
r o

rg
an

isin
g

, d
istrib

u
tin

g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 an
d

 
raisin

g
 aw

aren
ess. O

rg
an

isin
g

 an
d

 creatin
g

 n
etw

o
rk

s
 are

 

fu
n

d
am

en
tal to

 stren
g

th
en

in
g

 o
u

r
 stru

g
g

les. D
istrib

u
tin

g
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

in
 

cities,
 

w
h

ich
 

are
 

cen
tral

 
p

o
in

ts
 

o
f 

co
n

su
m

erism
 

an
d

 
ex

p
lo

itatio
n

 
o

f
 

th
e

 
co

u
n

try
sid

e, 
en

co
u

rag
es en

v
iro

n
m

en
tal aw

aren
ess an

d
 activ

ism
 in

 so
cial 

an
d

 en
v

iro
n

m
en

tal stru
g

g
les. F

o
r th

is reaso
n

, T
o

m
a la T

ierra
 

p
ro

p
o

ses
 th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 to
o
ls

 fo
r
 o

rg
an

isin
g

, d
istrib

u
tin

g
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d
 raisin

g
 aw

aren
ess:

 
✔

R
a

d
io

 T
o

m
a

 la
 T

ierra
: th

is p
ro

g
ram

 is b
ro

ad
cast d

aily
th

ro
u

g
h

 v
ario

u
s p

irate an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ity

 rad
io

s th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 

co
u

n
try

 (as w
ell as o

n
 to

m
alatierra.o

rg
), an

d
 en

co
m

p
asses

n
ew

s, d
iscu

ssio
n

s, actio
n

 rep
o

rts an
d

 in
terv

iew
s related

 to
 

en
v

iro
n

m
en

tal stru
g

g
les.

 
✔

T
o

m
a

 la
 T

ierra
 w

eb
site: 

a
 w

o
rk

 in
 p

ro
g

ress
 w

h
ich

 
asp

ires to
 b

eco
m

e
 a

 cen
tre

 fo
r
 co

u
n

ter-in
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d
 

d
iscu

ssio
n

, a
 m

ed
ia

 lib
rary

 fo
r issu

es
 an

d
 stru

g
g

les
 an

d
 a

 
p

lace fo
r m

ap
p

in
g

 lan
d

 w
h

ich
 is u

n
d

er th
reat.

 
✔

V
id

eo
 rep

o
rts:

 a
 n

ew
 m

ean
s
 o

f co
v

erin
g

 actio
n

s
 an

d
 

sp
read

in
g

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t stru
g

g
les m

o
re easily.

. o
m

alatierra@
g

o
o

g
leg

ro
u

p
s.co

m
 m

ailin
g

 list, F
aceb

o
o

k
✔

 
g

ro
u

p
, T

w
itter an

d
 N

-1
: th

ese o
n

lin
e g

ro
u

p
s b

rin
g

 to
g

eth
er

h
u

n
d

red
s acro

ss th
e co

u
n

try
 to

 ex
ch

an
g

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d
o

p
in

io
n

s o
n

 a d
aily

 b
asis. T

h
ey

 also
 p

ro
v

id
e a b

ase fo
r

o
rg

an
isin

g
 in

itiativ
es an

d
 actio

n
s.

 
✔

R
eg

io
n

a
l g

a
th

erin
g

s: th
ese h

av
e so

 far tak
en

 p
lace in

A
rag

o
n

, C
o

rd
o

b
a, M

ad
rid

 an
d

 N
av

arra. T
h

ey
 o

ffer an
o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 stren

g
th

en
 lo

cal n
etw

o
rk

s an
d

 facilitate

m
u

tu
al aid

 b
etw

een
 co

llectiv
es in

 th
e sam

e area, as w
ell as

b
rin

g
in

g
 issu

es to
 n

earb
y

 cities.

 
✔

T
o

m
a

 la
 T

ierra
 to

u
r: d

u
rin

g
 th

e p
ro

ject's first y
ear so

m
e

o
f u

s w
en

t o
n

 a to
u

r w
h

ich
 in

tro
d

u
ced

 u
s in

 a m
o

re d
irect

m
an

n
er to

 v
ario

u
s stru

g
g

les. W
e w

ere ab
le to

 o
ffer th

em

su
p

p
o

rt, m
ak

in
g

 rad
io

 an
d

 v
id

eo
 rep

o
rts, p

resen
tin

g
 o

u
r

p
ro

ject, o
rg

an
isin

g
 actio

n
s an

d
 in

itiativ
es an

d
 p

u
ttin

g
 th

em

in
 co

n
tact w

ith
 related

 stru
g

g
les.

 
✔

N
etw

o
rk

in
g

 w
ith

 ex
istin

g
 g

ro
u

p
s: F

in
ally, w

e also
estab

lish
ed

 lin
k

s w
ith

 th
e en

tire co
u

n
ter- in

fo
rm

atio
n

 an
d

d
istrib

u
tio

n
 n

etw
o

rk
 w

h
ich

 alread
y

 ex
ists w

ith
in

 th
e b

o
rd

ers
o

f S
p

ain
 an

d
 b

ey
o

n
d

, co
llab

o
ratin

g
 w

ith
 o

th
er m

ed
ia h

u
b

s

an
d

 h
elp

in
g

 to
 m

ak
e o

u
r resistan

ce g
o

 v
iral –

 a co
n

stellatio
n

o
f stars g

ro
w

in
g

 ev
er b

rig
h

ter an
d

 m
o

re n
u

m
ero

u
s.

Land Occupations 

O
n

 T
h

u
rsd

a
y

 a
ftern

o
o
n

, tw
o

 d
eb

a
tes

 to
o

k
 p

la
ce

 o
n

 la
n

d
 

o
ccu

p
a
tio

n
s. 

T
h

e
 
firs

t
 
d

e
b

a
te

 
w

a
s

 
to

 
d
is

c
u

s
s

 
d

iffe
re

n
t
 
e
x

p
e
rie

n
c
e
s

 
o

f
 

o
c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
s
,
 
w

ith
 
th

e
 
th

e
m

e
 
o

f
 
“
W

h
a
t
 
c
irc

u
m

s
ta

n
c
e
s

 
o

r
 

c
o

n
d

itio
n

s
 h

a
v

e
 le

a
d

 to
 s

u
c
c
e
s
s
fu

l o
c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
s
?
”

 T
h

e
 id

e
a
 

w
a
s
 fo

r
 fe

e
d

b
a
c
k

 to
 fo

c
u

s
 o

n
 fiv

e
 to

p
ic

s
 to

 b
e
 d

is
c
u

s
s
e
d

 in
 

s
m

a
ll

 
g

ro
u

p
s

 
b

a
s
e
d

 
o

n
 
p

e
rs

o
n

a
l
 
e
x

p
e
rie

n
c
e
s
.
 
T

h
e

 
to

p
ic

s
 

w
e
re

:

1.
W

h
a
t s

tra
te

g
ie

s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e
d

 w
ith

 th
e
 m

e
d

ia
?

2.
W

h
a
t d

is
trib

u
tio

n
 n

e
tw

o
rk

s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e
d

 a
n

d
 h

o
w

 d
id

 th
e
y

 

o
p

e
n

 u
p

 to
 th

e
 o

u
ts

id
e
 w

o
rld

?

3.
W

h
a
t s

tra
te

g
ie

s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e
d

 fo
r re

s
is

ta
n

c
e
?

4.
H

o
w

 u
s
e
fu

l is
 a

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
?

5.
W

h
a
t le

g
a
l s

tra
te

g
ie

s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e
d

?

Only one experience was discussed: Can Piella
R

e
g

a
rd

in
g

 
th

e
 
m

e
d

ia
,
 
m

a
in

ly
 
a
lte

rn
a
tiv

e
 
m

e
d
ia

 
h

a
s

 
b

e
e
n

 

u
s
e
d

. M
a
s
s
 m

e
d

ia
 h

a
s
 a

ls
o

 b
e
e
n

 u
s
e
d

, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 its
 u

s
e
 w

a
s
 

n
o

t
 w

e
ll

 th
o

u
g

h
t
 th

ro
u

g
h

. C
la

rity
 is

 im
p

o
rta

n
t
 fo

r
 d

e
a
lin

g
 

w
ith

 th
e
 m

a
s
s
 m

e
d

ia
.

T
h

e
 
e
x

p
e
rie

n
c
e

 
w

h
ic

h
 
th

e
y

 
h

a
v

e
 
h

a
d

 
w

ith
 
n

e
tw

o
rk

in
g

 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 
h

a
s

 
b

e
e
n

 
th

a
t
 
th

e
y

 
h

a
v

e
 
fa

ile
d

 
to

 
re

a
c
h

 
th

e
 

g
e
n

e
ra

l
 
p

u
b
lic

.
 
In

 
o

rd
e
r

 
to

 
re

a
c
h

 
a

 
w

id
e
r

 
p

u
b

lic
,
 
th

e
y

 

d
e
c
id

e
d

 
to

 
h

o
ld

 
e
v

e
n

t
 
o

n
 
th

e
 
g

ro
u

n
d

 
fo

r
 
lo

c
a
l
 
p

e
o

p
le

 
to

 

b
e
c
o

m
e
 in

v
o

lv
e
d

, th
ro

u
g

h
 e

v
e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 p
u

b
lic

 m
e
e
tin

g
s
. T

h
e
y

 

a
ls

o
 c

re
a
te

d
 a

 w
e
lc

o
m

e
 s

p
a
c
e
 w

ith
 c

o
m

m
u

n
a
l g

a
rd

e
n

s
 a

n
d

 

e
x

p
e
rim

e
n

ta
l fa

rm
in

g
.

A
s
 fo

r
 re

s
is

ta
n

c
e
, th

e
y

 d
e
c
id

e
d

 to
 b

u
ild

 u
p

 re
s
is

ta
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 

n
e
tw

o
rk

s
 to

 s
u

p
p

o
rt it, a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 s

o
m

e
 in

fra
e
s
tru

c
tu

re
 .

In
 te

rm
s
 o

f
 a

 'c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
', th

e
y

 h
o

ld
 a

n
 o

p
e
n

 p
u

b
lic

 m
e
e
tin

g
 

to
 in

c
re

a
s
e
 p

a
rtic

ip
a
tio

n
.

L
e
g

a
l
 
o

p
tio

n
s
 h

a
v

e
 in

c
lu

d
e
d

 
a
tte

m
p

ts
 to

 re
n

t
 
th

e
 
la

n
d

 
o

r
 

e
v

e
n

 
b

u
y

 
it

 
b

y
 
ra

is
in

g
 
s
o

m
e

 
m

o
n

e
y
.
 
H

o
w

e
v

e
r,

 
fo

r
 
th

e
 

m
o

m
e
n

t th
e
y

 p
re

fe
r
 to

 s
q

u
a
t th

e
 la

n
d

, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 o
c
c
u

p
y

in
g

 

p
riv

a
te

 la
n

d
 is

 n
o

t th
e
 s

a
m

e
 a

s
 la

n
d

 o
w

n
e
d

 b
y

 th
e
 s

ta
te

.

Conclusions
A

fte
r

 
s
p

littin
g

 
o

ff
 

in
to

 
s
m

a
ll

 
g

ro
u

p
s
,

 
th

e
 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 

c
o

n
c
lu

s
io

n
s
 e

m
e
rg

e
d

:

1
.

It is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t to
 s

e
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
rre

c
t m

e
s
s
a
g

e
 to

 th
e
 p

u
b

lic
 

–
 o

u
r m

e
s
s
a
g

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e
 w

e
ll p

u
t a

c
ro

s
s
 b

u
t n

o
t d

ilu
te

d
. 

It is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t to
 re

la
te

 th
e
 is

s
u

e
s
 to

 m
o

re
 g

lo
b

a
l is

s
u

e
s
. 

W
e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 re
m

a
in

 p
o

s
itiv

e
 a

n
d

 p
ro

p
o

s
e
 n

e
w

 id
e
a
s
.

2
.

T
h

e
re

 is
 th

e
 ris

k
 o

f fa
ilin

g
 to

 re
a
c
h

 a
 w

id
e
r p

u
b

lic
. T

h
e
re

 

is
 a

ls
o

 th
e
 ris

k
 o

f lo
s
in

g
 o

u
r ra

d
ic

a
l e

d
g

e
. It is

 im
p

o
rta

n
t 

to
 a

llo
w

 p
o

p
u

la
r
 lo

c
a
l
 s

u
p

p
o

rt. B
u
t
 w

h
e
n

 w
e

 w
a
n

t
 to

 

o
p

e
n

 u
p

 th
e

 s
tru

g
g

le
, h

o
w

 s
h

o
u

ld
 w

e
 a

c
h

ie
v

e
 th

is
?

 O
r 

w
h

a
t d

o
 w

e
 d

o
 w

h
e
n

 w
e
 d

o
 o

p
e
n

 u
p

 th
e
 s

tru
g

g
le

 b
u

t fa
il

 

to
 g

e
t a

n
y

 s
u

p
p

o
rt?

3
.

P
ra

c
tic

a
l
 
a
n

d
 
th

e
o

re
tic

a
l
 
s
tra

te
g

ie
s
:
 W

e
 
s
h

o
u

ld
 
re

m
a
in

 

in
c
lu

s
iv

e
 (a

llo
w

 o
w

n
e
rs

h
ip

 o
f th

e
 s

tru
g

g
le

). In
 th

e
 Z

A
D

, 

fo
r
 e

x
a
m

p
le

, a
llo

w
in

g
 a

 w
id

e
r
 p

u
b

lic
 to

 e
n

g
a
g

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 

re
o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 
w

a
s

 
a
n

 
e
ffic

ie
n

t
 
s
tra

te
g

y
.
 
D

iv
e
rs

ity
 
o

f
 

ta
c
tic

s
 
is

 
a
ls

o
 
im

p
o

rta
n

t.
 
T

h
e
re

 
is

 
a
lw

a
y

s
 
a

 
ris

k
 
o

f
 

b
u

rn
o

u
t: h

o
w

 c
a
n

 w
e
 d

e
a
l w

ith
 th

is
?

4
.

M
o

re
 
p

e
o

p
le

 
a
n

d
 
m

o
re

 
s
k

ills
 
m

e
a
n

s
 
m

o
re

 
p

o
w

e
r. 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a
tio

n
 is

 a
 m

a
jo

r
 p

ro
b

le
m

, a
n

d
 n

e
c
e
s
s
a
ry

 fo
r
 

p
a
rtie

s
 
to

 
g

e
t
 
a
lo

n
g

.
 
T

h
e

 
fo

c
u

s
 
o

f
 
th

e
 
g

ro
u

p
 
is

 
v

e
ry

 

im
p

o
rta

n
t

 
(to

 
h

e
lp

 
a
n

d
 

u
n

d
e
rs

ta
n

d
 

o
n

e
 

a
n

o
th

e
r). 

C
o

n
flic

ts
 
a
re

 n
o

t
 
n

e
c
e
s
s
a
rily

 a
 
p

ro
b

le
m

 
if

 
th

e
y

 c
re

a
te

 

c
h

a
n

g
e
 a

n
d

 re
-e

d
u

c
a
tio

n
. A

 fe
w

 id
e
a
s
 o

n
 th

is
 is

s
u

e
 a

re
 to

 

w
o

rk
 

o
n

 
re

d
e
fin

in
g

 
p

h
ilo

s
o

p
h

ic
a
l

 
a
n

d
 

p
o

litic
a
l 

p
e
rs

p
e
c
tiv

e
s

 
to

 
b

e
 
m

o
re

 
in

c
lu

s
iv

e
.
 
It

 
is

 
im

p
o

rta
n

t
 
to

 

w
o

rk
 o

n
 e

m
o

tio
n
s
 to

 b
u

ild
 u

p
 tru

s
t. C

o
n

flic
t s

h
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 

b
e
 p

la
y

e
d

 d
o

w
n

. N
o

n
 v

io
le

n
t c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e
 

p
ra

c
tis

e
d

. C
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 le

a
rn

in
g

 is
 e

s
s
e
n

tia
l

5
.

If
 m

u
ltin

a
tio

n
a
l
 c

o
rp

o
ra

tio
n

s
 a

re
 in

v
o

lv
e
d

, n
a
tio

n
a
lis

m
 

s
h

o
u

ld
 s

till b
e

 a
v

o
id

e
d

. R
e
n

tin
g

 o
r
 b

u
y

in
g

 la
n

d
 s

h
o

u
ld

 

b
e
 a

v
o

id
e
d

 w
h

e
n

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
 to

 a
v

o
id

 p
la

y
in

g
 in

to
 c

a
p

ita
lis

t 

lo
g

ic
.

D
ifferent perspectives on occupying land

T
h

e
 s

e
c
o

n
d

 d
e
b

a
te

 fo
c
u

s
e
d

 o
n

 a
 te

x
t p

u
b

lis
h

e
d

 in
 Is

s
u

e
 6

 o
f
 

th
e

 
R

e
c
la

im
 
th

e
 
F

ie
ld

s
 
b

u
lle

tin
 
w

h
ic

h
 
p

ro
p

o
s
e
d

 
d

iffe
re

n
t 

p
e
rs

p
e
c
tiv

e
s
 o

n
 o

c
c
u

p
y

in
g

 la
n

d
 a

n
d

 o
ffe

n
s
iv

e
s
. T

h
e
 d

e
b

a
te

 

to
o

k
 p

la
c
e
 in

 o
n

e
 la

rg
e
 g

ro
u

p
 in

 a
 fa

irly
 flu

id
 a

n
d

 p
ro

d
u

c
tiv

e
 

w
a
y
. T

h
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 c
o

n
c
lu

s
io

n
s
 w

e
re

 re
a
c
h

e
d

:


O

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
s
 s

u
c
h

 a
s
 th

e
 S

A
T

 a
n

d
 M

S
T

 a
re

 n
o

t re
le

v
a
n

t 

a
s
 th

e
y

 d
e
a
l w

ith
 d

iffe
re

n
t c

o
n

te
x

ts
 –

 s
o

c
ia

l, m
e
d

ia
 a

n
d

 

la
c
k

 a
 c

ritiq
u

e
 o

f th
e
 in

d
u

s
tria

l m
o

d
e
l o

f fa
rm

in
g

.


C

a
n

 
w

e
 
m

a
n

a
g

e
 
la

n
d

 
o

f
 
b

e
tw

e
e
n

 
6

0
 
a
n

d
 
4

0
0

 
h

e
c
ta

rs
 

w
ith

 o
u

r
 c

u
rre

n
t m

e
th

o
d
s
 o

f
 o

rg
a
n

is
a
tio

n
?

 D
o

 w
e

 h
a
v

e
 

e
n

o
u

g
h

 tim
e
?


H

o
w

 
m

a
n

y
 
p

e
o

p
le

 
w

o
u

ld
 
b

e
 
n

e
e
d

e
d

?
 T

o
o

ls
 
a
n

d
 
tim

e
 

c
o

m
m

itm
e
n

t?


T

h
e

 h
is

to
ry

 a
n

d
 fa

rm
in

g
 c

o
n

te
x

t m
u

s
t a

lw
a
y

s
 b

e
 ta

k
e
n

 

in
to

 a
c
c
o

u
n

t.


T

h
e
 te

x
t fa

ils
 to

 ta
k

e
 in

to
 a

c
c
o

u
n

t th
e
 fu

ll s
o

c
ia

l im
p

a
c
t
 

o
f
 th

is
 k

in
d

 o
f
 o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 (

 c
re

a
tin

g
 d

e
s
e
rtific

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 

a
d

a
p

tin
g

 to
 o

u
r life

s
ty

le
s
).


T

h
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 c
o

n
d

itio
n

s
 w

h
ic

h
 m

ig
h

t b
e
 n

e
c
e
s
s
a
ry

 fo
r
 

th
is

 k
in

d
 o

f
 o

c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 w

e
re

 d
is

c
u

s
s
e
d

: O
p

e
n

in
g

 u
p

 to
 

th
e
 m

a
s
s
 m

e
d

ia
. H

a
v

in
g

 s
tro

n
g

 le
g

a
l k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
. H

a
v

in
g

 

th
e
 re

s
o

u
rc

e
s
 to

 w
o

rk
 s

u
c
h

 b
ig

 p
lo

ts
 o

f
 la

n
d

. H
a
v

in
g

 a
 

s
tro

n
g

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
. D

o
in

g
 a

 lo
t o

f n
e
tw

o
rk

in
g

.


It

 is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t
 to

 m
a
k

e
 c

o
n

ta
c
t
 w

ith
 u

n
io

n
s
 a

n
d

 h
a
v

e
 

p
o

p
u

la
r s

u
p

p
o

rt. T
h

is
 is

 a
 w

a
y

 to
 a

v
o

id
 m

a
jo

r o
p

p
o

s
itio

n
 

fro
m

 la
n

d
lo

rd
s
.


W

e
 
c
o

u
ld

 
e
x

p
e
rim

e
n

t
 
in

 
th

e
 
Z

A
D

 
a
s

 
th

e
re

 
is

 
a
n

 



 

Fe
e
d
ba
c
k
 

g
a
the

r
in
g
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20
13

o
c
c
u

p
a
tio

n
 

o
f

 
2

5
0

 
h

e
c
ta

rs
.

 
W

e
 

c
o

u
ld

 
d

ra
w

 
s
o

m
e
 

c
o

n
c
lu

s
io

n
s
.


F

a
ilin

g
 
to

 
re

a
c
h

 
a

 
w

id
e
r
 
a
u

d
ie

n
c
e

 
is

 
n

o
t
 
n

e
c
e
s
s
a
rily

 

re
la

te
d

 to
 b

e
in

g
 fa

r fro
m

 th
e
 c

ity
.


In

te
n

s
iv

e
 p

ro
d

u
c
tio

n
 a

s
 p

ro
p

o
s
e
d

 b
y

 th
e

 te
x

t
 d

e
g

ra
d

e
s
 

th
e

 
lo

c
a
l

 
e
c
o

s
y

s
te

m
 

a
n

d
 

re
n

d
e
rs

 
it

 
le

s
s

 
re

s
ilie

n
t. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 te
x

t
 d

o
e
s
 n

o
t
 s

u
g

g
e
s
t
 it, c

o
m

p
le

m
e
n

ta
ry

 

fa
rm

in
g

 te
c
h

n
iq

u
e
s
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 e

m
p

lo
y

e
d

.


W

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e
 v

e
ry

 c
le

a
r
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
o

 w
e
 a

re
 c

a
rry

in
g

 o
u

t 

th
is

 k
in

d
 o

f a
c
tio

n
 a

g
a
in

s
t.


If

 w
e

 c
a
rry

 o
u
t
 th

is
 k

in
d

 o
f
 a

c
tio

n
 a

g
a
in

s
t
 c

o
m

p
a
n

ie
s
 

w
h

o
 a

re
 u

s
in

g
 th

e
 P

A
C

, w
o

u
ld

 it c
re

a
te

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 m
e
d
ia

 

a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 c
ritic

is
e
 th

e
 P

A
C

 s
y

s
te

m
?


S

o
m

e
 o

th
e
r a

lte
rn

a
tiv

e
s
 m

ig
h

t b
e
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
.


A

 p
o

in
t
 
re

g
a
rd

in
g

 
w

o
m

e
n

 k
e
e
p

in
g

 
q

u
ie

t
 
in

 th
e

 
m

e
d

ia
 

te
a
m

 is
 re

je
c
te

d
 a

n
d

 s
e
e
n

 a
s
 s

e
x

is
t

Ending of the meeting. M
oney and the situation in 

Can Piella

C
o

n
clu

sio
n

s
 w

ere
 rea

ch
ed

 u
sin

g
 a

 g
a

m
e

 w
ith

 circles
 

w
h

ich
 to

o
k

 p
la

ce in
 b

rea
k

tim
e

Rhythmn
: T

h
e

 re
s
p

o
n

s
e

 w
a
s
 v

e
ry

 v
a
rie

d
, w

ith
 s

o
m

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 

rig
h

t in
 th

e
 m

id
s
t o

f it a
n

d
 s

o
m

e
 m

o
re

 o
n

 th
e
 o

u
ts

id
e
. It w

a
s
 

q
u

ite
 
s
tre

s
s
fu

l,
 
a
n

d
 
it's

 
n

o
t
 
e
ffic

ie
n

t
 
to

 
b

e
 
s
tre

s
s
e
d

.
 
T

h
is

 

p
ro

b
le

m
 w

a
s
 re

la
te

d
 to

 rh
y

th
m

n
, w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s
 in

flu
e
n

c
e
d

 b
y

 

th
e

 
re

s
p

o
n

s
ib

ilitie
s
 
o

f
 
c
e
rta

in
 
in

d
iv

id
u

a
ls

 
to

w
a
rd

s
 
m

a
tte

rs
 

s
u

c
h

 a
s
 a

lw
a
y

s
 fin

is
h

in
g

 o
n

 tim
e
.

W
orking groups

:
 
M

a
n

y
 
p

e
o

p
le

 in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
.
 N

o
 o

p
in

io
n

s
 

w
e
re

 g
a
th

e
re

d
.

Organisation and infrastructure
: M

a
n

y
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
 th

e
 m

id
d

le
. 

S
o

m
e

 c
o

m
p

la
in

e
d

 th
a
t
 th

e
 tw

o
 is

s
u

e
s
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 s
e
p

a
ra

te
. 

S
o

m
e
 fe

lt it w
a
s
 a

 little
 c

o
ld

, w
ith

 a
 la

c
k

 o
f
 s

e
p

a
ra

te
 s

p
a
c
e
s
 

fo
r p

a
rtie

s
, e

a
tin

g
 a

n
d

 w
o

rk
in

g
.

Relations between people
:
 
M

a
n

y
 
p

e
o

p
le

 
in

 
th

e
 
m

id
d

le
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a
s
 n

o
t e

n
o

u
g

h
 tim

e
 to

 g
e
t to

 k
n

o
w

 p
e
o

p
le

. H
o

w
e
v

e
r
 

th
e
re

 
w

a
s

 
s
till

 
th

e
 
p

a
rty

 
to

 
c
o

m
e

 
a
n

d
 
th

e
 
a
c
tio

n
 
in

 
th

e
 

m
o

rn
in

g
.

Translation and facilitation
:
 
S

o
m

e
 
c
o

m
p

la
in

e
d

 
th

e
 
tw

o
 

is
s
u

e
s
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e
 s

e
p

a
ra

te
. T

ra
n

s
la

tio
n

 w
a
s
 m

u
c
h

 a
p

p
re

c
ia

te
d

 

b
u

t to
o

k
 a

 lo
t o

f tim
e
 to

 p
re

p
a
re

. F
a
c
ilita

tio
n

 w
a
s
 n

o
t a

lw
a
y

s
 

id
e
a
l, b

u
t th

is
 w

a
s
 re

la
te

d
 to

 lo
g

is
tic

a
l a

n
d

 tim
e
 is

s
u

e
s
.

Food
: E

v
e
ry

b
o

d
y

 w
a
s
 p

re
tty

 h
a
p

p
y

 a
b

o
u

t th
is

.

If
 o

th
e
r
 p

e
o

p
le

 h
a
d

 re
m

a
rk

s
 to

 m
a
k

e
, th

e
y

 w
e
re

 in
v

ite
d

 to
 

le
a
v

e
 th

e
m

 in
 a

 c
o

m
m

e
n

ts
 b

o
x

 w
h

ic
h

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 d
is

c
u

s
s
e
d

 

m
a
te

r. T
h

e
s
e
 c

o
m

m
e
n

ts
 in

c
lu

d
e
d

 th
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

: s
o

m
e
 fe

lt it 

a
 p

ity
 th

a
t th

e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
 w

a
s
 a

ll o
rg

a
n

is
e
d

 b
y

 o
n

e
 p

e
rs

o
n

. L
 

w
a
s

 
re

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 

fo
r

 
th

e
 

p
ro

g
ra

m
,

 
d

is
c
u

s
s
io

n
s

 
a
n

d
 

m
e
th

o
d

o
lo

g
y

 b
e
h

in
d

 th
e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
. H

e
 o

fte
n

 fe
lt fru

s
tra

te
d

, 

a
lo

n
e
, tire

d
, p

is
s
e
d

 o
ff

 a
n

d
 s

a
id

 s
o

rry
 if

 h
e
 s

o
m

e
tim

e
s
 lo

s
t 

h
is

 
te

m
p

e
r.

 
H

e
 
a
d

m
its

 
h

e
 
m

a
d

e
 
a

 
m

is
ta

k
e

 
ta

k
in

g
 
o

n
 

re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

ility
 fo

r
 th

e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
 o

n
 h

is
 o

w
n

, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 a
t th

e
 

tim
e

 
h

e
 
w

a
s

 
k

e
e
n

 
to

 
d

o
 
s
o

.
 
H

e
 
fe

lt
 
it

 
h

a
d

 
b

e
e
n

 
w

e
ll 

o
rg

a
n

is
e
d

 a
n

d
 th

a
t
 th

in
g

s
 h

a
d

 c
o

m
e

 a
lo

n
g

 w
e
ll. H

o
w

e
v

e
r, 

th
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s
 a

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
 e

v
ic

tio
n

 d
u

e
 a

n
d

 th
a
t n

o
n

e
 

o
f th

e
 'C

a
rro

ts
' w

e
re

 a
b

le
 to

 a
rriv

e
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
 w

e
re

 

w
e
a
k

 p
o

in
ts

 w
h

ic
h

 h
e

 h
a
d

 n
o

tic
e
d

 a
n

d
 w

h
ic

h
 c

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 

b
e
e
n

 m
a
d

e
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

c
e
.

M
oney:

It is
 im

p
o

rta
n

t to
 re

m
e
m

b
e
r
 th

a
t n

o
 fix

e
d

 p
ric

e
s
 w

e
re

 g
iv

e
n

 

fo
r
 
a
n

y
th

in
g

 
e
x

c
e
p

t
 
a
lc

o
h

o
l.

 
T

h
e

 
fo

o
d

 
a
n

d
 
o

ffic
e

 
te

a
m

 

c
o

lle
c
te

d
 1

6
5

 e
u

ro
s
 m

o
re

 th
a
n

 th
e
y

 s
p

e
n

t. W
ith

 8
5

 e
u

ro
s
 le

ft 

o
v

e
r fro

m
 th

e
 Z

A
D

, th
is

 b
ro

u
g

h
t th

e
 to

ta
l to

 2
5

0
 e

u
ro

s
.

Can Piella:
C

a
n

 P
ie

lla
 th

a
n

k
e
d

 u
s
 fo

r c
o

m
in

g
. T

h
e
y

 s
a
id

 th
e
y

 w
e
re

 g
la

d
 

w
e

 
c
a
m

e
 
a
lth

o
u

g
h

 
th

e
 
s
itu

a
tio

n
 
w

a
s

 
n

o
t
 
a
lw

a
y

s
 
e
a
s
y
. 

L
o

g
is

tic
s

 
w

e
re

 
s
o

m
e
tim

e
s

 
d

iffic
u

lt
 
a
n

d
 
u

n
d

e
r

 
p

re
p

a
re

d
, 

a
lth

o
u

g
h

 in
 th

e
 e

n
d

 e
v

e
ry

th
in

g
 tu

rn
e
d

 o
u
t o

k
a
y
. W

e
 s

p
o

k
e
 

a
b

o
u

t th
e

 a
c
tio

n
 fo

r
 to

m
o

rro
w

. A
n

 a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 p
lo

t o
f
 la

n
d

 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 d

u
g

 u
p

 a
n

d
 le

ttu
c
e
s
 a

n
d

 p
o

ta
to

e
s
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 p

la
n

te
d

 

th
e
re

. P
e
o

p
le

 fro
m

 th
e

 v
illa

g
e

 w
e
re

 k
e
e
n

 to
 s

ta
rt a

 s
h

a
re

d
 

a
llo

tm
e
n

t th
e
re

 a
n

d
 th

is
 w

o
u

ld
 g

iv
e
 th

e
m

 a
 k

ic
k

s
ta

rt.

In
 co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
e

 cam
p

 w
as

 a
 v

ery
 p

o
sitiv

e
 ex

p
erien

ce. 

P
eo

p
le

 stay
ed

 o
n

 to
 liv

e
 h

ere, p
eo

p
e

 co
m

e
 b

y
 to

 h
elp

 d
o

 

th
in

g
s, in

clu
d

in
g

 m
eetin

g
s after th

e
 cam

p
 an

d
 w

o
rk

 o
n

 th
e

 

L
eo

p
art

 
h

o
u

se
5,

 
w

h
ere

 
n

ew
 

p
eo

p
le

 
fro

m
 

M
arseille, 

M
o

n
tp

elier, L
y

o
n

 an
d

 G
ap

 h
av

e
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 liv

e. A
s fo

r o
u

r 

relatio
n

s w
ith

 o
u

r n
eig

h
b

o
u

rs, th
ey

 h
av

e
 n

ev
er b

een
 b

etter. 

It's
 

in
terestin

g
 

h
o

w
 

m
an

y
 

p
eo

p
le

 
cam

e
 

fo
r

 
th

e
 

d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 
an

d
 

th
e

 
cam

p
.

 
W

e
 

can
 

d
raw

 
so

m
e
 

co
n

clu
sio

n
s ab

o
u

t effectiv
e

 w
ay

s
 o

f m
o

b
ilisin

g
. T

h
is o

n
ly

 

g
o

es to
 sh

o
w

 th
e
 im

p
o

rtan
ce

 o
f o

ccu
p

atio
n

 as an
 effectiv

e
 

m
ean

s o
f resistin

g
 an

d
 creatin

g
 in

 th
ese k

in
d

 o
f situ

atio
n

s.

Other points
W

ith
o

u
t a d

o
u

b
t, th

e ex
isten

ce o
f th

e Z
A

D
 w

as in
stru

m
en

tal 

in
 th

e
 su

ccess o
f th

is g
ath

erin
g

, as w
ell as th

e
 ex

isten
ce

 o
f 

R
eclaim

 T
h

e
 F

ield
s

 –
 a

 n
etw

o
rk

 cap
ab

le
 o

f
 m

o
b
ilisin

g
 

p
eo

p
le. T

h
e

 n
etw

o
rk

 co
n

tin
u

es
 to

 attract th
e

 cu
rio

sity
 o

f 

m
o

re
 an

d
 m

o
re

 p
eo

p
le

 –
 th

is co
n

stellatio
n

 w
ith

 n
o

 cen
tral 

o
rg

an
isatio

n
, th

e
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ities

 it rep
resen

ts. T
h

e
 y

early
 

g
ath

erin
g

 
o

f
 
th

e
 
F

ren
ch

-sp
eak

in
g

 
p

art
 
o

f
 
th

e
 
n

etw
o

rk
 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 cam

p
 an

d
 o

p
en

ed
 u

p
 n

ew
 p

ersp
ectiv

es 

fo
r th

e co
n

stellatio
n

.

In
 F

ran
ce, in

 y
ears

 o
f so

cial m
o

v
em

en
ts

 w
h

ich
 en

d
ed

 in
 

v
icto

ry
 o

r b
u

rn
o

u
t w

e
 h

av
e

 n
ev

er felt o
u

r ex
p

ectatio
n

s o
f 

so
cial ch

an
g

e
 so

 fu
lfilled

. T
h

e
 p

o
ssib

ilities
 o

p
en

ed
 u

p
 b

y
 

th
ese

 k
in

d
 o

f
 actio

n
s, in

 term
s

 o
f
 creatin

g
 u

to
p
ias

 an
d

 

resistan
ce

 to
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 w
h

ich
 th

ey
 w

at to
 fo

rce
 u

p
o

n
 u

sis
 

creatin
g

 su
ch

 a
 m

y
riad

 o
f real altern

ativ
es to

 th
e
 cap

italist 

sy
stem

. W
e
 sh

o
u

ld
n

't fo
rg

et th
at at tim

es it is v
ery

 d
ifficu

lt 

an
d

 tim
e-co

n
su

m
in

g
, th

ere
 are

 h
ard

 tim
es, b

u
t th

ey
 also

 

b
rin

g
 jo

y
 an

d
 m

o
m

en
ts w

h
ich

 w
e

 h
av

e
 n

ev
er ex

p
erien

ced
 

elsew
h

ere b
efo

re.

T
h

e
 'F

L
E

O
' in

 A
v

ig
n

o
n

 is
 an

d
 isn

't a
 co

n
tin

u
atio

n
 o

f th
e

 

Z
A

D
 in

 N
o

tre-D
am

e-d
es-L

an
d

es. B
u
t w

e
 sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t fo

rg
et 

o
th

er p
laces

 w
h

ere
 in

terestin
g

 th
in

g
s
 are

 also
 h

ap
p

en
in

g
 - 

'lib
erated

', co
llectiv

e
 an

d
 lib

ertarian
 sp

aces, p
laces

 w
h

ere
 

stru
g

g
le an

d
 resistan

ce at at th
eir h

eig
h

t.

H
o

w
ev

er,
 
w

e
 
sh

o
u

ld
 
rem

em
b

er
 
th

at
 
th

ese
 
p
laces

 
are

 

p
recario

u
s.

 
T

h
e

 
stru

g
g

le
 

co
n

tin
u

es
 

an
d

 
th

at
 

stru
g

g
le

 

co
n

su
m

es
 a

 lo
t o

f en
erg

y
 an

d
 tim

e. In
 A

v
ig

n
o

n
, w

e
 are

 

lu
ck

y
 in

 b
ein

g
 ab

le to
 co

u
n

t o
n

 th
e su

p
p

o
rt o

f v
ario

u
s stab

le
 

liv
in

g
 an

d
 farm

in
g

 co
llectiv

es, co
llectiv

es
 w

h
ich

 o
w

n
 o

r 

ren
t th

e
 lan

d
 th

ey
 liv

e
 o

n
. W

e
 receiv

e
 su

p
p

o
rt in

 term
s o

f 

p
eo

p
le

 co
m

in
g

 w
ith

 lo
ts o

f en
erg

y
 to

 d
o

 th
in

g
s, m

aterials, 

fo
o

d
, b

u
t also

 p
laces to

 ru
n

 aw
ay

 to
 fo

r a few
 d

ay
s –

 to
 rest, 

5
 
T

h
e

 L
eo

p
art h

o
u

se
 is

 an
 o

ccu
p

ied
 h

o
u

se
 d

u
e

 to
 b

e
 

d
estro

y
ed

 to
 m

ak
e
 w

ay
 fo

r th
e
 m

o
to

rw
ay. It is n

ex
t to

 

th
e

 first o
ccu

p
ied

 h
o

u
se

 an
d

 at th
e

 tim
e

 o
f w

ritin
g

 is
 

b
ein

g
 reb

u
ilt as a

 fire
 d

estro
y

ed
 th

e
 in

sid
e. L

eo
p

art is a
 

p
lay

 o
n

 w
o

rd
s, th

at m
ean

s 'L
eo

p
ard

' th
e
 an

im
al as w

ell 
as 'L

E
O

 g
et lo

st!'

relax
 an

d
 b

reath
e a

 little m
o

re
 freely. It's an

 o
n

g
o
in

g
 task

 to
 

fin
d

 
o

u
t

 
h

o
w

 
to

 
attract

 
en

o
u

g
h

 
liv

in
g

 
an

d
 

farm
in

g
 

co
llectiv

es to
 su

p
p

o
rt u

s w
ith

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e
 an

d
 ex

p
erien

ce
 in

 

th
is k

in
d

 o
f stru

g
g

le.

Conclusion
W

e b
eg

an
 th

in
k

in
g

 ab
o

u
t th

is m
o

v
em

en
t o

n
ly

 6
 m

o
n

th
s ag

o
. 

N
o

w
 th

in
g

s
 h

av
e

 b
eg

u
n

 to
 g

et
 g

o
in

g
... w

e
 h

av
e

 n
ew

 

p
ersp

ectiv
es o

n
 life

 an
d

 resistan
ce

 o
n

 lan
d

 u
n

d
er th

reat o
f 

d
estru

ctio
n

 –
 at first fro

m
 th

e
 m

o
to

rw
ay, an

d
 th

en
 fro

m
 

g
reed

y
 d

ev
elo

p
ers fro

m
 th

e C
ity.

T
o

d
ay, w

ith
o

u
t a sh

ad
o

w
 o

f a d
o

u
b

t an
d

 w
ith

o
u

t b
ein

g
 at all 

eg
o

cen
tric w

e can
 say

 th
at th

e strateg
ies w

e p
ro

p
o

sed
, ch

o
se

 

an
d

 w
o

rk
ed

 o
n

 co
llectiv

ely
 h

av
e b

o
rn

 fru
it. A

t n
o

 p
o

in
t h

av
e
 

w
e
 p

u
t asid

e
 o

u
r rad

ical d
isco

u
rse

 reg
ard

in
g

 o
u

r aim
s an

d
 

d
esires. Ju

st as
 y

o
u

 m
ig

h
t ex

p
ect fro

m
 o

u
r
 n

am
e, th

is 

m
o

v
em

en
t is ab

o
u

t ex
p

erim
en

tin
g

 w
ith

 u
to

p
ia

 an
d

 m
ak

in
g

 

d
ream

s
 co

m
e

 tru
e. A

n
o

th
er sm

all p
iece

 o
f lan

d
 h

as
 b

een
 

lib
erated

 
b

y
 

its
 

n
ew

 
in

h
ab

itan
ts

 
fro

m
 

th
e

 
lo

g
ic

 
o

f 

C
ap

italism
, in

 fu
ll k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e fact th

at it su
rro

u
n

d
s u

s 

still... fo
r th

e m
o

m
en

t at least. 
N

o
u

s a
vo

n
s fin

i d
e rêver n

o
tre vie, 

p
o

u
r co

m
m

en
cer à

 vivre n
o

s rêves.

-
 L

 -



 

"Le
 
FLE

O
" 
s
'in
s
t
a
lle

 
à
 
A
v
ig
n
o
n
 

S
till, w

e
 o

ften
 w

o
rried

 th
at w

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 alo

n
e, th

at n
o

o
n

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 in

terested
 in

 co
m

in
g

 h
ere

 to
 jo

in
 th

e
 stru

g
g

le, let 

alo
n

e
 liv

e
 h

ere. O
n

 th
e

 o
th

er h
an

d
, w

e
 w

ere
 also

 w
o

rried
 

ab
o

u
t frig

h
ten

in
g

 o
u

r n
eig

h
b

o
u

rs an
d

 lo
cal p

eo
p

le.

In
 th

e
 en

d
, th

is g
am

b
le

 cam
e

 o
ff w

ell. F
ew

 tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t fo

r 

th
e

 d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 –
 b

arely
 3

0
0

, alth
o

u
g

h
 th

e
 rain

 h
ard

ly
 

h
elp

ed
! B

u
t ev

en
 th

e
 d

ay
 b

efo
reh

an
d

, th
ere

 w
ere

 alread
y

 

1
5

0
 p

eo
p

le
 b

u
ild

in
g

 u
p

 th
e
 cam

p
site. T

h
e
 p

o
tato

 field
 w

as 

p
lan

ted
, th

e
 n

ew
 arriv

als settled
 in

 an
d

 th
e
 first m

eetin
g

 o
f 

2
0

0
 p

eo
p

le
 w

en
t v

ery
 w

ell in
d

eed
, ju

st lik
e

 th
e

 co
n

cert 

w
h

ich
 celeb

rated
 o

u
r first v

icto
ry.

W
e

 
h

ad
 

fu
lfilled

 
o

u
r

 
first

 
aim

.
 

P
eo

p
le

 
cam

e
 

fro
m

 

M
o

n
tp

ellier, G
ren

o
b

le, L
y

o
n

, M
arseille

 an
d

 o
th

er cities an
d

 

p
laces fro

m
 a

 4
0

0
 k

ilo
m

etre
 rad

iu
s aro

u
n

d
 A

v
ig

n
o

n
. L

o
cals 

cam
e,

 
b

u
t

 
m

ain
ly

 
th

o
se

 
w

h
o

 
ere

 
alread

y
 

en
g

ag
ed

 

b
efo

reh
an

d
, as

 w
ell as

 p
eo

p
le

 fro
m

 n
earb

y
 v

illag
es. B

u
t 

ab
o

v
e

 all, so
m

e
 p

eo
p

le
 cam

e
 to

 stay, co
m

e
 fro

m
 tim

e
 to

 

fim
e
 an

d
 p

articip
ate

 in
 b

u
ild

in
g

 an
d

 resistin
g

. In
 fact, m

o
re

 

p
eo

p
le

 p
articip

ated
 in

 th
e
 cam

p
 th

an
 in

 th
e d

em
o

n
stratio

n
 –

 

so
m

e 5
0

0
 p

eo
p

le in
 to

tal. S
o

m
e cam

e later o
n

, so
m

e ju
st fo

r 

a d
ay

 o
r tw

o
, an

d
 n

eig
h

b
o

u
rs cam

e b
y

 to
 sh

o
w

 th
eir su

p
p

o
rt 

an
d

 so
lid

arity. S
o

 in
 th

e
 en

d
 lin

k
s
 w

ere
 created

 w
ith

 th
e

 

n
eig

h
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

 
–

 
fu

lfillin
g

 
th

e
 

seco
n

d
 

m
ain

 
aim

. 

S
u

rp
risin

g
ly, th

e
 rad

ical d
isco

u
rse

 w
e

 u
sed

 d
id

n
't frig

h
ten

 

an
y

o
n

e
 aw

ay. S
o

m
e

 m
ay

 h
av

e
 o

r m
ay

 n
o

t h
av

e
 sh

ared
 it. 

B
u

t th
e

 m
eth

o
d

s w
e

 u
sed

 an
d

 w
h

at w
e

 p
ro

p
o

sed
 attracted

 

p
eo

p
le, created

 so
lid

arity
 an

d
 k

ep
t aliv

e
 th

at sp
ecial flam

e
 

w
h

ich
 w

as lit b
y

 th
e Z

A
D

 in
 N

o
tre-D

am
e-d

es-L
an

d
es.

In
 co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
e

 cam
p

 w
as

 a
 v

ery
 p

o
sitiv

e
 ex

p
erien

ce. 

P
eo

p
le

 stay
ed

 o
n

 to
 liv

e
 h

ere, p
eo

p
e

 co
m

e
 b

y
 to

 h
elp

 d
o

 

th
in

g
s, in

clu
d

in
g

 m
eetin

g
s after th

e
 cam

p
 an

d
 w

o
rk

 o
n

 th
e

 

L
eo

p
art

 
h

o
u

se
4,

 
w

h
ere

 
n

ew
 

p
eo

p
le

 
fro

m
 

M
arseille, 

M
o

n
tp

elier, L
y

o
n

 an
d

 G
ap

 h
av

e
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 liv

e. A
s fo

r o
u

r 

relatio
n

s w
ith

 o
u

r n
eig

h
b

o
u

rs, th
ey

 h
av

e
 n

ev
er b

een
 b

etter. 

It's
 

in
terestin

g
 

h
o

w
 

m
an

y
 

p
eo

p
le

 
cam

e
 

fo
r

 
th

e
 

d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 
an

d
 

th
e

 
cam

p
.

 
W

e
 

can
 

d
raw

 
so

m
e
 

co
n

clu
sio

n
s ab

o
u

t effectiv
e

 w
ay

s
 o

f m
o

b
ilisin

g
. T

h
is o

n
ly

 

g
o

es to
 sh

o
w

 th
e
 im

p
o

rtan
ce

 o
f o

ccu
p

atio
n

 as an
 effectiv

e
 

m
ean

s o
f resistin

g
 an

d
 creatin

g
 in

 th
ese k

in
d

 o
f situ

atio
n

s.

4
 T

h
e L

eo
p

art h
o

u
se is an

 o
ccu

p
ied

 h
o

u
se d

u
e to

 b
e 

d
estro

y
ed

 to
 m

ak
e w

ay
 fo

r th
e m

o
to

rw
ay. It is n

ex
t to

 

th
e first o

ccu
p

ied
 h

o
u
se an

d
 at th

e tim
e o

f w
ritin

g
 is 

b
ein

g
 reb

u
ilt as a fire d

estro
y

ed
 th

e in
sid

e. L
eo

p
art is a 

p
lay

 o
n

 w
o

rd
s, th

at m
ean

s 'L
eo

p
ard

' th
e an

im
al as w

ell 
as 'L

E
O

 g
et lo

st!'

The camp: a dangerous gamble which came off well
W

h
en

 w
e

 first th
o

u
g

h
t o

f a
 cam

p
, o

u
r aim

s w
ere

 to
 b

rin
g

 
m

o
re

 p
eo

p
le

 h
ere

 to
 stren

g
th

en
 th

e
 stru

g
g

le
 an

d
 create

 a
 

co
llectiv

e
 
liv

in
g

 
sp

ace,
 
as

 
w

ell
 
as

 
creatin

g
 
sp

ace
 
fo

r 
o

ccu
p

iers, activ
ists an

d
 lo

cals to
 m

eet. H
o

w
ev

er, w
e
 k

n
ew

 

th
at th

is k
in

d
 o

f o
ccu

p
atio

n
 actio

n
 –

 creatin
g

 a
 cam

p
 fo

r a
 

few
 d

ay
s w

ith
 a D

IY
 eth

ic fo
r liv

in
g

 to
g

eth
er, w

as n
o

t g
o
in

g
 

n
ecessarily

 attract m
an

y
 lo

cal p
eo

p
le. S

o
 w

e
 d

ecid
ed

 th
at 

w
e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

id
e
 o

u
r rad

ical in
ten

tio
n

s. T
h

e
 p

o
ster w

h
ich

 

called
 fo

r
 a

 d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 an
d

 a
 cam

p
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

e
 fu

ll 
rad

ical n
atu

re
 o

f o
u

r p
lan

s, w
ith

o
u

t h
id

in
g

 in
 an

y
 w

ay
 w

h
at 

w
e

 w
ere

 g
o

in
g

 to
 d

o
 an

d
 w

h
at w

e
 w

o
u

ld
 lik

e
 to

 d
o

 –
 to

 
m

ak
e a callo

u
t to

 o
ccu

p
y

 th
e lan

d
.

S
till, w

e
 o

ften
 w

o
rried

 th
at w

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 alo

n
e, th

at n
o

o
n

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 in

terested
 in

 co
m

in
g

 h
ere

 to
 jo

in
 th

e
 stru

g
g

le, let 

alo
n

e
 liv

e
 h

ere. O
n

 th
e

 o
th

er h
an

d
, w

e
 w

ere
 also

 w
o

rried
 

ab
o

u
t frig

h
ten

in
g

 o
u

r n
eig

h
b

o
u

rs an
d

 lo
cal p

eo
p

le.

In
 th

e
 en

d
, th

is g
am

b
le

 cam
e

 o
ff w

ell. F
ew

 tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t fo

r 

th
e

 d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 –
 b

arely
 3

0
0

, alth
o

u
g

h
 th

e
 rain

 h
ard

ly
 

h
elp

ed
! B

u
t ev

en
 th

e
 d

ay
 b

efo
reh

an
d

, th
ere

 w
ere

 alread
y

 

1
5

0
 p

eo
p

le
 b

u
ild

in
g

 u
p

 th
e
 cam

p
site. T

h
e
 p

o
tato

 field
 w

as 

p
lan

ted
, th

e
 n

ew
 arriv

als settled
 in

 an
d

 th
e
 first m

eetin
g

 o
f 

2
0

0
 p

eo
p

le
 w

en
t v

ery
 w

ell in
d

eed
, ju

st lik
e

 th
e

 co
n

cert 

w
h

ich
 celeb

rated
 o

u
r first v

icto
ry.

W
e

 
h

ad
 

fu
lfilled

 
o

u
r

 
first

 
aim

.
 

P
eo

p
le

 
cam

e
 

fro
m

 

M
o

n
tp

ellier, G
ren

o
b

le, L
y

o
n

, M
arseille

 an
d

 o
th

er cities an
d

 

p
laces fro

m
 a

 4
0

0
 k

ilo
m

etre
 rad

iu
s aro

u
n

d
 A

v
ig

n
o

n
. L

o
cals 

cam
e,

 
b

u
t

 
m

ain
ly

 
th

o
se

 
w

h
o

 
ere

 
alread

y
 

en
g

ag
ed

 

b
efo

reh
an

d
, as

 w
ell as

 p
eo

p
le

 fro
m

 n
earb

y
 v

illag
es. B

u
t 

ab
o

v
e

 all, so
m

e
 p

eo
p

le
 cam

e
 to

 stay, co
m

e
 fro

m
 tim

e
 to

 

fim
e
 an

d
 p

articip
ate

 in
 b

u
ild

in
g

 an
d

 resistin
g

. In
 fact, m

o
re

 

p
eo

p
le

 p
articip

ated
 in

 th
e
 cam

p
 th

an
 in

 th
e d

em
o

n
stratio

n
 –

 

so
m

e 5
0

0
 p

eo
p

le in
 to

tal. S
o

m
e cam

e later o
n

, so
m

e ju
st fo

r 

a d
ay

 o
r tw

o
, an

d
 n

eig
h

b
o

u
rs cam

e b
y

 to
 sh

o
w

 th
eir su

p
p

o
rt 

an
d

 so
lid

arity. S
o

 in
 th

e
 en

d
 lin

k
s
 w

ere
 created

 w
ith

 th
e

 

n
eig

h
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

 
–

 
fu

lfillin
g

 
th

e
 

seco
n

d
 

m
ain

 
aim

. 

S
u

rp
risin

g
ly, th

e
 rad

ical d
isco

u
rse

 w
e

 u
sed

 d
id

n
't frig

h
ten

 

an
y

o
n

e
 aw

ay. S
o

m
e

 m
ay

 h
av

e
 o

r m
ay

 n
o

t h
av

e
 sh

ared
 it. 

B
u

t th
e

 m
eth

o
d

s w
e

 u
sed

 an
d

 w
h

at w
e

 p
ro

p
o

sed
 attracted

 

p
eo

p
le, created

 so
lid

arity
 an

d
 k

ep
t aliv

e
 th

at sp
ecial flam

e
 

w
h

ich
 w

as lit b
y

 th
e Z

A
D

 in
 N

o
tre-D

am
e-d

es-L
an

d
es.

 
 
 
C
R
O
A
R
 
- 
lin

k
s

T
h

is
 tex

t tries
 to

 rela
te

 th
e

 tra
vel o

f 5
 p

eo
p

le
 fro

m
 th

e
 

R
T

F
-fren

ch
 w

h
o

 w
en

t to
 S

o
m

o
n

te
 in

 D
ecem

b
er la

st yea
r. 

T
h

is
 tex

t a
im

s
 to

 g
ive

 a
 sh

o
rt feed

b
a

ck
 o

n
 w

h
a

t w
e

 
ex

p
erien

ced
 th

ere a
n

d
 o

n
 th

e lin
k

s w
e crea

ted
  b

eca
u

se w
e

 

w
ere

 n
o

t a
b
le

 to
 m

a
k

e
 th

is feed
b

a
ck

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 la

st R
T

F
-

m
eetin

g
 a

t C
a
n

 P
iella

. I fin
d

 it im
p

o
rta

n
t to

 k
eep

 a
 w

ritten
 

reco
rd

 
sin

ce
 

th
is

 
trip

 
to

o
k

 
p

la
ce

 
b

eca
u

se
 

C
R

O
A

R
 

(C
o

llective o
f R

u
ra

l O
ccu

p
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 A

g
ita

tio
n

 in
 N

etw
o

rk
  

n
o

w
 ca

lled
 R

izo
m

a
) in

vited
 R

tF
 to

 co
m

e a
t a

 m
eetin

g
 th

ey
 

o
rg

a
n

ised
 th

ere to
 g

et to
 k

n
o

w
 ea

ch
 o

th
ers. T

h
is in

vita
tio

n
 

w
a

s
 d

iscu
ssed

 b
y

 a
ro

u
n

d
 tw

en
ty

 p
eo

p
le

 a
t la

st yea
r's

 
su

m
m

er m
eetin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 Z

A
D

 a
n

d
 th

eir co
n

clu
sio

n
s w

ere
 

to
 a

ccep
t th

e
 in

vita
tio

n
  o

rg
a
n

ize th
e
 trip

 a
n

d
 p

resen
t R

tF
 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e m

eetin
g

  in
 a

d
d

itio
n

 to
 crea

te lin
k

s.

I w
ill b

eg
in

 b
y

 g
iv

in
g

 a
 b

it o
f a co

n
tex

t: S
o
m

o
n

te
 is a ru

ral 

o
ccu

ap
tio

n
 ex

istin
g

 sin
ce

 M
arch

 2
0

1
2

. T
h

ere
 are v

ario
u

s
 

b
u

ild
in

g
s an

d
 4

0
0

 h
ectares o

f farm
in

g
 lan

d
. P

eo
p

le th
ere are

 

farm
w

o
rk

ers
 w

h
o

 en
tered

 th
e

 "fin
ca" (farm

). F
irst in

 a
 

sy
m

b
o

lic
 fash

io
n

, w
ith

 a d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 o
f

 aro
u

n
d

 5
0

0
 

p
eo

p
le, fro

m
 w

h
ich

 so
m

e 3
0

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 stay. 

T
o

d
ay, S

o
m

o
n
te

 is
 still

 h
o

ld
in

g
 an

d
 th

e
 sq

u
atters

 are
 

b
u

ild
in

g
 th

eir
 ag

ro
-eco

lo
g

ical
 p

ro
ject. O

rg
an

ic farm
in

g
,
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 o

rg
an

ic
 cereals, p

reserv
atio

n
 o

f h
ed

g
in

g
 w

ith
 lo

cal 
trees an

d
 b

u
sh

es, p
lan

tatio
n

 o
f o

rg
an

ic
 o

liv
e
 an

d
 fru

it trees, 

all th
is

 am
o

n
g

 o
th

er cro
p

s an
d

 jo
b

s
 as, fo

r ex
em

p
le, an

 
irrig

atio
n

 sy
stem

. A
ll th

is w
o

rk
in

g
 in

 an
 id

ea
 o

f
 fo

o
d

 

su
stain

ab
ility, o

f resp
ect fo

r th
e

 lan
d

 an
d

 in
 an

 in
terestin

g
 

w
o

rk
in

g
 an

d
 ag

ricu
ltu

ral stru
g

g
le. 

T
h

ey
 n

eed
 h

elp
 to

 k
eep

 th
eir p

ro
ject g

o
in

g
. P

erso
n

ally,  I try
 

to
 k

eep
 in

 to
u

ch
 an

d
 to

 p
ass o

n
 th

ey
 calls fo

r h
elp

  w
h

en
 

n
eed

ed
. I th

in
k

 R
tF

 can
 b

rin
g

 so
m

e
 in

p
u
ts to

 th
is  k

in
d

 o
f
 

p
ro

jects... th
is h

as to
 b

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t ab
o

u
t  co

llectiv
ely. B

u
t d

o
 

n
o

t h
esitate to

 v
isit th

eir w
eb

site
1, to

 co
n

tact th
em

 an
d

 h
elp

 

th
em

 as y
o

u
 can

; to
 v

isit th
em

 if y
o

u
 can

. T
h

ey
 n

o
w

 k
n

o
w

 
R

tF
 an

d
 th

e lin
k

 is created
. 

O
n

  o
n

e
 sid

e, R
izo

m
a

2 is an
 o

ld
 n

etw
o

rk
, as it w

as an
 o

ld
 

p
ro

ject to
 g

et to
 o

rg
an

ize
 th

e
 sq

u
ats

 an
d

 th
e

 ag
ricu

ltu
ral 

co
llectiv

es, b
u

t it is also
 y

o
u

n
g

 b
ecau

se
 th

is p
ro

ject started
 

o
v

er 4
 y

ears ag
o

. It  is m
o

re a n
etw

o
rk

 o
f co

llectiv
es an

d
 o

f 
life

 th
an

 o
f  in

d
iv

id
u

als. T
h

ey
 try

 to
 o

rg
an

ize
 th

em
selv

es to
 

see
  h

o
w

 th
ey

 can
 h

elp
 each

 o
th

ers, w
o

rk
 to

g
eth

er an
d

 
 

sh
are

 sk
ills. B

u
t also

 to
 try

 to
 lo

o
k

 fo
r a

 co
m

m
o

n
 p

o
litic

 

b
ase w

ith
 th

e aim
 to

 "ag
itate" th

e co
u

n
try

sid
e. 

F
o

r th
e

 m
o
m

en
t, th

ey
 try

 to
 am

elio
rate

 co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 in

 
th

eir co
llectiv

es an
d

 b
rin

g
 m

o
re p

eo
p

le in
 th

e co
u

n
try

sid
e in

 

ad
d

itio
n

 to
 see w

h
at th

ey
 can

 d
o

 to
g

eth
er.

1
. w

w
w
.s
o
m

o
n
te

.n
e
t

2
. h

ttp
://co

lectiv
o

sru
rales.w

o
rd

p
ress.co

m

T
h

e lin
k

 is created
 an

d
 also

 g
o
t stro

n
g

er b
ecau

se, d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 
m

eetin
g

 in
 C

an
 P

iella, th
ere

 w
ere

 v
ario

u
s co

llectiv
es w

h
o

 

w
ere

 at R
izo

m
a

 to
 p

articip
ate. I th

in
k

 th
at R

tf can
 b

rin
g

 
th

em
 so

m
eth

in
g

 an
d

 th
at R

izo
m

a also
 can

 b
rin

g
 so

m
eth

in
g

 

to
 th

e
 co

n
stellatio

n
. W

e
 can

 d
o

 so
m

e
 stu

ff to
g

eth
er as, fo

r
 

ex
am

p
le, th

e
 farm

 n
etw

o
rk

 th
at th

ey
 h

av
e

 b
eg

u
n

 to
 b

u
ild

 

an
d

/o
r to

 jo
in

 fo
rces o

n
 th

e
 g

lo
b

al ag
ricu

ltu
ral issu

es (P
A

C
, 

O
G

M
, etc.), lan

d
 d

estru
ctio

n
 an

d
 reg

io
n

al d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t
 

(sh
ale 

g
as,

 T
H

T
,
 
co

al
 
m

in
in

g
, T

A
V

).
 
S

o
 
it

 
co

u
ld

 
b

e
 

in
terestin

g
 to

 co
n

tin
u

e to
 g

o
 to

 th
eir m

eetin
g

s (n
ex

t o
n

e is at 

th
e

 en
d

 o
f Ju

n
e) an

d
 to

 in
v

ite
 th

em
 at th

e
 n

ex
t cam

p
 an

d
 

fu
rth

er R
tf m

eetin
g

s.

In
 co

n
clu

sio
n

, I w
an

t to
 g

et b
ack

 to
 th

e
 affectiv

e
 sid

e o
f th

e
 

trip
. D

u
rin

g
 o

u
r stay

 in
 S

o
m

o
n

te
 w

e ex
p

erien
ced

 a
 lo

t o
f
 

n
ice

 
m

o
m

en
ts,

 
esp

ecially
 
o

n
ce

 
th

e 
stress

 
o

f
 
th

e
 
R

tF
 

p
resen

tatio
n

 (w
h

ich
 h

ap
p

ily
 to

o
k

 p
lace

 o
n

 th
e

 first d
ay

)
 

p
assed

. O
f co

u
rse, as

 it w
as

 a
 self m

an
ag

ed
 m

eetin
g

, w
e
 

p
articip

ated
 to

 d
aily

 task
s

 in
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e

 w
o

rk
sh

o
p

s
 

(activ
e
 listen

in
g

, ...), th
e activ

ities (m
ag

ic
 sh

o
w

, m
u

sic, ...), 

an
d

 g
av

e
 a

 h
an

d
 to

 th
e

 in
h

ab
itan

ts o
f S

o
m

o
n

te
 (to

 h
arv

est 
p

ep
p

er, p
lan

t trees, ...) In
 th

e
 en

d
, it w

as
 an

 in
terestin

g
 

in
sig

h
t to

 g
et to

 k
n

o
w

 n
ew

 n
etw

o
rk

s
 aro

u
n

d
 farm

in
g

 an
d

 
lifesty

les an
d

 to
 sh

are
 sk

ills, ex
p

erien
ces, en

th
u

siasm
 an

d
 a

 

lo
t m

o
re.  I th

in
k

 it is
 im

p
o

rtan
t lin

k
 th

at co
u

ld
 can

 g
et 

stro
n

g
er in

 th
e

 fu
tu

re. W
e

 sh
o

u
ld

 k
eep

 th
em

 in
fo

rm
ed

 o
n

 

co
m

in
g

 cam
p

s an
d

 g
ath

erin
g

s o
f R

tF
.

S
h

o
rtly, I g

o
t th

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to

 m
eet a

 lo
t o

f p
eo

p
le

 an
d

 to
 

u
n

d
estan

d
 

b
etter

 
th

e
 

reality
 

o
f

 
th

e
 

co
llectiv

es
 

an
d

 

ag
ricu

ltu
ral sq

u
ats in

 th
e S

o
u

th
 o

f th
e P

y
ren

ean
s. B

u
t also

 to
 

m
ak

e
 n

ew
 frien

d
s an

d
 co

n
tacts, in

 ad
d

itio
n

 to
 all th

e
 g

reat 

m
o
m

en
ts an

d
 co

n
v

ersatio
n

s an
d

 h
av

e a lo
t o

f fu
n

. T
h

an
k

s to
 

C
R

O
A

R
 fo

r th
e
 in

v
itatio

n
 an

d
 esp

acially
 to

 th
e
 p

erso
n

 w
h

o
 

estab
lish

ed
 th

e lin
k

.

- L
 -



 
T
he seeds of traditional varieties:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
it's

 
n
o
t 
a
b
o
ut 

fo
lk
lo
r
e
, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
it's

 
a
b
o
ut 

r
e
s
is
ta
n
c
e
!

T
h

is
 
tex

t
 w

a
s

 w
ritten

 b
y

 

fo
u

r m
em

b
ers o

f th
e
 g

ro
u

p
 

w
o
rk

in
g

 
o
n

 
seed

s
 
w

ith
in

 

th
e

 R
T

F
 co

n
stella

tio
n

. Its
 

sta
rtin

g
 

p
o
in

ts
 

w
ere

 
th

e
 

th
o
u

g
h

ts
 

a
n

d
 

id
ea

s
 

th
a

t 

ca
m

e
 o

u
t o

f a
 w

o
rk

sh
o
p

 in
 

C
a
n

 P
iella

. T
h

is a
rticle is a

 

w
ill

 
to

 
ta

k
e

 
a

 
p
o
litica

l 

p
o
sitio

n
 a

n
d

 to
 g

ive
 fo

o
d

 fo
r

 th
o
u

g
h

ts
 w

ith
in

 R
T

F
 

reg
a
rd

in
g
 th

e cu
rren

t situ
a
tio

n
 o

f seed
s p

o
licies. 

S
in

ce
 th

e
 b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f ag
ricu

ltu
re

 1
0

 0
0
0

 y
ears

 ag
o
, 

ru
ral so

cieties
 h

av
e

 co
llectiv

ely
 m

an
ag

ed
 ag

ricu
ltu

ral 

b
io

d
iv

ersity
,

 
rep

ro
d
u
cin

g
 

th
eir

 
o
w

n
 

seed
s

 
an

d
 

d
istrib

u
tin

g
 

th
em

,
 

p
assin

g
 

th
em

 
aro

u
n
d

 
th

ro
u
g
h

 

ex
ch

an
g
es. H

o
w

ev
er, startin

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 1

9
2
0
' in

 E
u
ro

p
e
 

p
articu

larly
, th

e
 tech

n
o
-in

d
u
strial p

attern
s

 ap
p
lied

 to
 

ag
ricu

ltu
re

 started
 im

p
lem

en
tin

g
 a

 p
riv

atizatio
n

 an
d

 a
 

co
n
tro

l o
v
er th

o
se

 reso
u
rces. T

h
ey

 d
id

 so
 th

ro
u
g
h

 th
e
 

creatio
n

 o
f a

 leg
al sy

stem
 b

ased
 o

n
 n

atio
n
al catalo

g
u
es 

w
h
ere th

e seed
s h

ad
 to

 b
e reg

istered
.

A
fter a w

h
ile, ev

en
 th

o
se w

h
o

 p
rim

arily
 b

eliev
ed

 in
 th

is 

sy
stem

 realized
 th

at th
e g

en
etic ero

sio
n

 th
u
s created

 h
ad

 

reach
ed

 a th
reaten

in
g

 lev
el. S

o
 th

reaten
in

g
 in

 fact th
at it 

p
resen

ted
 co

n
sid

erab
le

 risk
s reg

ard
in

g
 b

o
th

 fo
o
d

 safety
 

an
d

 cap
italism

's
 su

stain
ab

le
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t. T

h
erefo

re, 

startin
g

 fro
m

 th
e

 1
9
7
0
', th

o
u
san

d
s o

f g
en

e
 b

an
k
s w

ere
 

set u
p
 w

ith
 ex

trem
ely

 ex
p
en

siv
e in

frastru
ctu

res, in
 o

rd
er 

to
 p

reserv
e sam

p
les o

f th
e p

lan
ts' g

en
etic reso

u
rces. 

O
n

 th
e o

th
er sid

e, a m
o
v
em

en
t d

em
an

d
in

g
 free access to

 

th
e seed

s o
f trad

itio
n
al v

arieties w
as recen

tly
 rein

fo
rced

, 

raisin
g

 in
terests

 in
 th

e
 civ

il so
ciety

. T
h
is

 w
as

 m
ad

e
 

p
o
ssib

le
 th

an
k
s to

 sm
all g

ro
u
p
s aw

are
 o

f th
e
 p

ro
b
lem

s 

cau
sed

 
b
y

 
th

e
 
lo

ss
 
o
f

 
seed

s
 
v
arieties

 
an

d
 
o
f

 
th

e
 

su
p
rem

acy
 o

f
 th

e
 ag

ro
-in

d
u
strial p

attern
s. T

h
ey

 th
u
s 

o
rg

an
ized

 lo
cally

 to
 tak

e b
ack

 co
n
tro

l o
f b

io
d
iv

ersity
.

T
h
e

 in
d
u
strial an

d
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

tal p
o
w

ers
 resp

o
n
d
ed

 to
 

th
ese

 in
itiativ

es
 b

y
 try

in
g

 to
 p

lace
 th

em
 u

n
d
er

 th
eir 

co
n
tro

l an
d

 su
p
erv

isio
n
, so

 as
 to

 m
arg

in
alize

 th
e

 free
 

u
se

 
o
f

 
certain

 
v
arieties.

 
N

ew
 

d
ecrees

 
settin

g
 

u
p

 

"altern
ativ

e
 

catalo
g
u
es"

 
em

erg
ed

.
 

T
h
o
se

 
lim

it 

d
rastically

 
th

e
 
au

to
n
o
m

y
:
 
restrictio

n
s

 
o

n
 
q
u
an

tities, 

in
terd

ictio
n

 to
 sell to

 p
ro

fessio
n
al farm

ers, o
b
lig

atio
n

 o
f 

san
itary

 co
n
tro

ls, etc. T
h
e

 p
easan

ts h
av

e
 b

een
 stro

n
g
ly

 

en
co

u
rag

ed
 to

 reg
ister th

eir v
arieties in

 th
o

se 

catalo
g
u
es. 

 T
h
is

 sy
stem

 d
o
es

 n
o
t p

ro
m

o
te

 at all th
e
 

d
ev

elo
p
m

en
t o

f sm
all-scaled

 au
to

n
o
m

o
u
s p

easan
try

. It 

p
ro

m
o
tes th

e
 co

n
tro

l o
v
er th

o
se

 reso
u
rces so

 as to
 p

u
t 

th
em

 o
n
ly

 in
 th

e
 h

an
d
s

 o
f th

o
se

 w
illin

g
 to

 liv
e

 an
d

 

p
ro

d
u
ce

 acco
rd

in
g

 to
 ru

les
 im

p
o
sed

 o
n

 th
em

 b
y

 th
e

 

cap
italist sy

stem
.

D
u
rin

g
 th

e
 w

o
rk

sh
o

p
 an

d
 after a

 b
rief p

resen
tatio

n
 o

f 

th
e
 co

n
tex

t, th
e
 d

iscu
ssio

n
s an

d
 th

o
u
g
h
ts lean

t to
w

ard
s 

th
ree

 m
ain

 q
u
estio

n
s: can

 w
e

 au
to

n
o
m

o
u
sly

 m
an

ag
e
 

b
io

d
iv

ersity
?

 W
h
at n

eed
s
 d

o
 w

e
 h

av
e?

 H
o
w

 to
 satisfy

 

th
o
se n

eed
s?

R
eg

ard
in

g
 
th

e
 
first

 
m

atter,
 
n
u
m

ero
u
s

 
d
o
u
b
ts

 
w

ere
 

ex
p
ressed

. W
e w

o
n
d
ered

 to
 th

e p
o
in

t to
 w

h
ich

 w
e co

u
ld

 

self m
an

ag
e b

io
d
iv

ersity
. W

h
at cam

e o
u
t in

 th
e en

d
 w

as 

th
at th

e
 au

to
n
o
m

o
u
s fo

rm
 w

as so
m

eh
o
w

 lim
ited

 fo
r to

o
 

few
 g

ro
u
p
s are

 w
illin

g
 o

r are
 ab

le
 to

 d
ed

icate
 tim

e
 to

 it. 

T
h
e
 id

ea
 in

 th
e
 g

ro
u

p
 w

as th
at if o

n
ly

 w
e
 w

ere
 ab

le
 to

 

b
e

 self-su
fficien

t o
n

 o
u
r o

w
n

 farm
s, w

e
 co

u
ld

 th
en

 g
o

 

b
ey

o
n
d

 in
 th

e m
atter. 

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 g

o
 in

 d
eep

er
 an

d
 m

o
re

 g
en

eral p
o

litical 

m
atter, w

e h
ad

 to
 sw

itch
 to

 th
e seco

n
d

 q
u
estio

n
.  A

t th
is 

stag
e, th

e
 m

ain
 id

eas
 w

ere
 th

at w
e

 d
id

n
't w

an
t self 

su
fficien

cy
 o

r th
e
 co

n
serv

atio
n

 o
f b

io
d
iv

ersity
 as su

ch
. 

W
e
 w

ish
 to

 p
ro

m
o
te

 a
 g

lo
b
al ch

an
g
e
 in

 so
ciety

 th
ro

u
g
h

 

th
e

 co
n
crete

 ex
p

erien
ce

 o
f au

to
n

o
m

y
. In

 th
at case, it 

seem
s

 
strateg

ically
 

in
terestin

g
 

to
 

b
e

 
fo

cu
sin

g
 

o
n

 

co
n
crete

 fo
o
d

 self-su
fficien

cy
 fo

r it allo
w

s u
s to

 co
v
er 

o
u
r m

o
st b

asic
 n

eed
s. T

o
 ach

iev
e

 th
at g

o
al w

e
 h

av
e
 to

 

co
llectiv

ely
 tak

e
 b

ack
 th

e
 p

o
w

er in
 o

u
r o

w
n

 h
an

d
s
 as 

w
ell as

 g
iv

in
g

 to
 th

e
 stru

g
g

les
 ag

ain
st p

riv
atizatio

n
 o

f 

b
io

d
iv

ersity
 eq

u
al im

p
o
rtan

ce
 w

ith
 th

o
se

 fo
r
 lan

d
 o

r 

w
ater. 

H
o

w
ev

er, in
 o

rd
er to

 reach
 th

is p
o

in
t, v

ario
u

s step
s n

eed
ed

 

to
 b

e tak
en

, an
d

 w
e w

ere n
o

t alw
ay

s in
 ag

reem
en

t as to
 h

o
w

 

th
is co

u
ld

 b
e d

o
n

e.

First occupation: ups and downs
O

n
 th

e
 lan

d
 th

ere
 w

as alread
y

 an
 ab

an
d

o
n

ed
 h

o
u

se
 w

h
ich

 

b
elo

n
g

ed
 to

 th
e

 S
tate. L

o
cals

 o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 th
e

 L
E

O
 h

ad
 

alread
y

 v
isited

 th
e
 h

o
u

se
 a

 few
 tim

es an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t it w

as a
 

g
o

o
d

 p
lace

 fo
r a

 co
llectiv

e
 to

 b
ase

 itself. It w
as

 d
ecid

ed
. 

T
h

e
 g

ro
u

p
 w

h
ich

 w
o

u
ld

 o
ccu

p
y

 th
e

 h
o

u
se

 h
ad

 alread
y

 

g
ro

w
n

 sin
ce

 th
e

 last
 m

eetin
g

. T
h

ey
 n

o
w

 n
u

m
b

ered
 8

 

p
erm

an
en

t resid
en

ts as w
ell as o

th
ers w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 co
m

e
 an

d
 

g
o

 reg
u

larly
 o

r w
h

o
 liv

ed
 in

 A
v

ig
n

o
n

. 

T
h

e g
ro

u
p

 o
f p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 m

o
v

ed
 in

to
 th

is h
o

u
se in

ten
d

ed
 to

 

b
u

ild
 a co

llectiv
e life to

g
eth

er. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e it sh
o

u
ld

 b
e
 

an
 im

p
o

rtan
t sp

ace fo
r o

rg
an

isin
g

 th
e
 cam

p
. T

h
ere

 w
as also

 

a
 h

o
u

se
 ju

st n
ex

t d
o

o
r w

h
ich

 co
u

ld
 b

e
 an

 o
rg

an
isin

g
 p

o
in

t 

fo
r
 th

e
 stru

g
g

le
 in

 th
e

 n
ear

 fu
tu

re. S
till, it h

as
 p

ro
v

ed
 

d
ifficu

lt fo
r th

is g
ro

u
p

 o
f in

d
iv

id
u

als, n
o

n
e
 o

f w
h

o
m

 k
n

ew
 

each
 o

th
er b

efo
reh

an
d

 an
d

 each
 w

ith
 th

eir o
w

n
 rh

y
th

m
s, to

 

listen
 to

 an
d

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 o

n
e

 an
o

th
er, to

 fin
d

 tim
e

 to
 

o
rg

an
ise to

g
eth

er an
d

 to
 b

u
ild

 a stro
n

g
 co

llectiv
e.

A
s fo

r th
e
 p

lan
ts th

em
selv

es, th
ey

 are
 h

ap
p

ily
 g

ro
w

in
g

 an
d

 

w
e

 co
n

tin
u

e
 to

 p
lan

t m
o

re
 in

 a
 n

earb
y

 p
lace. A

 few
 d

ay
s 

after
 th

e
 cam

p
, w

e
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 p

rep
are

 lan
d

 (w
e

 w
ere

 

u
n

ab
le

 to
 d

o
 th

is w
ith

 th
e g

ath
ered

 m
asses d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 cam

p
 

d
u

e
 to

 w
eath

er co
n

d
itio

n
s). W

e
 ch

o
se

 a
 sp

ace
 o

f so
m

e
 tw

o
 

th
o

u
san

d
 sq

u
are

 m
etres o

f a
 p

lo
t m

easu
res six

 th
o

u
san

d
 in

 

to
tal. T

h
e
 lan

d
 w

as lean
t to

 u
s b

y
 a

 lo
cal p

easan
t w

h
o

 lo
st 

h
is

 lan
d

 to
 th

e
 m

o
to

rw
ay

 p
ro

ject. S
h

e
 is

 n
o

t p
lan

n
in

g
 o

n
 

u
sin

g
 th

e
 lan

d
 fo

r
 g

ro
w

in
g

 u
n

til n
ex

t y
ear. W

h
en

 th
e
 

m
o
m

en
t to

 b
eg

in
 g

ro
w

in
g

 arriv
es, th

ree
 th

o
u
san

d
 p

lan
ts are

 

read
y

 to
 b

e
 p

lan
ted

 an
d

 in
 tw

o
 d

ay
s
 th

ey
 h

av
e

 filled
 th

e
 

sp
ace

 en
tirely. D

u
rin

g
 th

o
se

 tw
o

 d
ay

s th
ere

 w
as n

o
 tim

e
 to

 

sto
p

 d
ay

 o
r n

ig
h

t in
 o

rd
er to

 fin
ish

 b
efo

re
 th

e
 rain

s cam
e. 

T
h

e w
o

rk
 in

 to
tal to

o
k

 tw
o

 lo
n

g
 w

eek
s. S

o
 m

an
y

 h
o

p
es an

d
 

fears w
ere

 in
v

ested
 in

 it. It's an
 area

 o
f lan

d
 ju

st n
ex

t to
 th

e
 

fu
tu

re
 w

o
rk

site
 –

 in
 fact th

e
 m

o
to

rw
ay

 w
o

u
ld

 cu
t straig

h
t 

th
ro

u
g

h
 it, an

d
 m

an
y

 p
eo

p
le

 co
m

e
 b

y
 to

 say
 h

ello
 an

d
 g

iv
e
 

u
s a w

av
e, to

 sto
p

 an
d

 ch
at an

d
 o

ffer th
eir su

p
p

o
rt. In

 fact, a
 

n
u

m
b

er o
f lan

d
 o

w
n

ers h
av

e
 co

m
e
 b

y
 to

 o
ffer o

th
er p

laces 

fo
r
 g

ro
w

in
g

 –
 m

an
y

 are
 alread

y
 b

ein
g

 affected
 b

y
 th

e
 

m
o
to

rw
ay.

A
t th

e tim
e o

f w
ritin

g
 I can

't say
 p

recisely
 w

h
at w

ill h
ap

p
en

 

w
ith

 th
e
 G

ard
en

 C
o

llectiv
e. A

s w
ith

 th
e
 L

iv
in

g
 C

o
llectiv

e, 

w
e
 h

av
e
 h

ard
ly

 h
ad

 tim
e
 to

 g
et to

 k
n

o
w

 each
 o

th
er, larg

ely
 

d
u

e to
 th

e o
rg

an
isatio

n
 o

f th
e cam

p
. B

u
t each

 o
f u

s h
as d

o
n

e
 

w
h

at th
ey

 can
 to

 m
o

v
e
 th

in
g

s fo
rw

ard
 an

d
 w

e
 are

 eq
u

ip
p

ed
 

to
 d

o
 so

m
e
 g

o
o

d
 w

o
rk

. I also
 th

in
k

 th
is g

ard
en

 co
u

ld
 p

lay
 

an
 im

p
o

rtan
t ro

le
 in

 th
e
 n

ew
 d

y
n

am
ics o

f th
e
 stru

g
g

le
 sin

ce
 

th
e

 cam
p

. It h
as

 b
een

 a
 g

reat w
ay

 to
 b

u
ild

 lin
k
s
 w

ith
 th

e
 

n
eig

h
b

o
u

rs, is a sp
ace to

 co
m

e to
g

eth
er an

d
 g

et clo
ser to

 th
e
 

city
 o

f A
v

ig
n

o
n

, as w
ell as en

su
rin

g
 th

at th
o

se
 w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 

resist an
d

 liv
e

 o
n

 site
 can

 co
u

n
t o

n
 h

av
in

g
 th

eir
 o

w
n

 

au
to

n
o

m
y

 in
 term

s o
f fo

o
d

 –
 alm

o
st 2

0
 d

ifferen
t v

eg
etab

les 

as w
ell as a h

erb
 g

ard
en

. I th
in

k
 th

e g
ard

en
 w

ill co
n

tin
u

e to
 

p
lay

 an
 im

p
o

rtan
t ro

le in
 th

is stru
g

g
le.

W
h

at w
e
 h

av
e
 learn

t fro
m

 th
is ex

p
erien

ce
 is th

at it is w
ell 

w
o

rth
w

h
ile d

o
in

g
 th

in
g
s little b

y
 little, an

d
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 

b
etter to

 w
ait u

n
til th

e
 cam

p
 b

efo
re

 g
o

in
g

 ah
ead

. It m
ak

es
 

sen
se

 
to

 
m

ak
e

 
g

o
o

d
 
co

n
tacts

 
w

ith
 
lo

cal
 
farm

ers
 
an

d
 

p
rep

arin
g

 p
lan

ts fo
r p

lan
tin

g
. W

e
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e
 sav

ed
 a

 lo
t o

f 

en
erg

y
 th

is w
ay

 an
d

 a fair few
 h

ead
ach

es to
o

!

The camp: a dangerous gamble which came off well
W

h
en

 w
e

 first th
o

u
g

h
t o

f a
 cam

p
, o

u
r aim

s w
ere

 to
 b

rin
g

 

m
o

re
 p

eo
p

le
 h

ere
 to

 stren
g

th
en

 th
e

 stru
g

g
le

 an
d

 create
 a

 

co
llectiv

e
 
liv

in
g

 
sp

ace,
 
as

 
w

ell
 
as

 
creatin

g
 
sp

ace
 
fo

r 

o
ccu

p
iers, activ

ists an
d

 lo
cals to

 m
eet. H

o
w

ev
er, w

e
 k

n
ew

 

th
at th

is k
in

d
 o

f o
ccu

p
atio

n
 actio

n
 –

 creatin
g

 a
 cam

p
 fo

r a
 

few
 d

ay
s w

ith
 a D

IY
 eth

ic fo
r liv

in
g

 to
g

eth
er, w

as n
o

t g
o
in

g
 

n
ecessarily

 attract m
an

y
 lo

cal p
eo

p
le. S

o
 w

e
 d

ecid
ed

 th
at 

w
e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

id
e
 o

u
r rad

ical in
ten

tio
n

s. T
h

e
 p

o
ster w

h
ich

 

called
 fo

r
 a

 d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 an
d

 a
 cam

p
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

e
 fu

ll 

rad
ical n

atu
re

 o
f o

u
r p

lan
s, w

ith
o

u
t h

id
in

g
 in

 an
y

 w
ay

 w
h

at 

w
e

 w
ere

 g
o

in
g

 to
 d

o
 an

d
 w

h
at w

e
 w

o
u

ld
 lik

e
 to

 d
o

 –
 to

 

m
ak

e a callo
u

t to
 o

ccu
p

y
 th

e lan
d

.



 

"Le
 
FLE

O
" 
s
'in
s
t
a
lle

 
à
 
A
v
ig
n
o
n
 

The “FLEO”
1

A
t th

e cu
rren

t tim
e o

f w
ritin

g
, it is o

n
ly 6

 m
o
n

th
s sin

ce th
e

 

first
 m

eetin
g

 to
o

k
 p

la
ce

 b
etw

een
 a

 few
 p

eo
p

le
 fro

m
 

R
ecla

im
 th

e
 F

ield
s

 F
ra

n
ce, so

m
e

 lo
ca

ls
 fro

m
 A

vig
n

o
n

 

o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 th
e L

E
O

2 a
n

d
 p

eo
p

le fro
m

 a
 lo

ca
l fa

rm
in

g
 a

n
d

 

livin
g

 co
m

m
u

n
ity. A

t th
a

t tim
e, o

n
ly

 o
n

e
 p

erso
n

 w
a

s
 

in
terested

 in
 o

ccu
p

yin
g

 th
e la

n
d

 a
n

d
 fa

rm
in

g
 it, a

s w
ell a

s
 

a
n

o
th

er h
o

p
efu

l w
h

o
 w

a
s fo

r th
e
 m

o
m

en
t u

n
d

ecid
ed

. S
ix

 

m
o
n

th
s la

ter w
e
 a

re
 a

lm
o

st tw
o

 d
o

zen
 o

ccu
p

yin
g

 th
e
 la

n
d

 

a
n

d
 
m

a
n

y
 
m

o
re

 
fa

rm
in

g
 
th

e
 
la

n
d

.
 
T

h
e

 
d

yn
a
m

ic
 
o

f
 

resista
n

ce
 a

n
d

 stru
g

g
le

 h
a

s b
eg

u
n

, a
s w

ell a
s th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 

o
f

 a
 lo

n
g

 term
 b

a
se

 fo
r

 ex
p

lo
rin

g
 a

u
to

n
o

m
y

 in
 o

u
r

 

everyd
a

y
 lives, in

 term
s
 o

f fo
o

d
, en

erg
y

 a
n

d
 o

th
er

 b
a

sic
 

reso
u

rces.

Z
A

D
3

It w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 a

 lie
 to

 p
reten

d
 th

at o
u

r strateg
y

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 

in
flu

en
ced

 b
y

 th
e

 m
o

v
em

en
t created

 o
n

 th
e

 Z
A

D
, b

efo
re

 

an
d

 sin
ce th

e reo
ccu

p
atio

n
 o

n
 th

e 1
7
th

 N
o

v
em

b
er 2

0
1

2
. N

o
t 

so
 m

u
ch

 b
ecau

se
 o

f its title
 (Z

o
n

e
 to

 D
efen

d
), b

u
t m

o
re

 fo
r 

w
h

at it rep
resen

ts to
d

ay. It is a
 p

lace
 w

h
ere

 p
eo

p
le

 ex
p

lo
re

 

n
ew

 w
ay

s
 o

f relatin
g

, sh
arin

g
 an

d
 g

ettin
g

 to
 k

n
o

w
 each

 

o
th

er. It
 is

 an
 ex

p
erim

en
t
 in

 co
llectiv

e
 an

d
 in

d
iv

id
u

al 

au
to

n
o

m
y, a

 p
lace

 to
 ex

ch
an

g
e
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e
 an

d
 ex

p
erien

ces. 

S
o

lid
arity

 w
as b

o
rn

 at first fro
m

 a co
llectiv

e d
esire to

 create
 

an
 altern

ativ
e

 to
 th

e
 cu

rren
t sy

stem
, an

d
 rein

fo
rced

 in
 th

e
 

face
 o

f rep
ressio

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 F

ren
ch

 state. T
h

is
 is

 a
 reality

 

v
ery

 d
ifferen

t fro
m

 an
y

th
in

g
 w

e
 h

ad
 fo

rm
erly

 ex
p

erien
ced

, 

ex
cep

t in
 so

m
e sp

ecial m
o

m
en

ts o
n

 o
u

r o
w

n
 o

r in
 g

ro
u

p
s.

O
n

 th
e

 o
th

er
 h

an
d

, w
e

 also
 h

ad
 th

e
 id

ea
 o

f
 reclaim

in
g

 

ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 o
r ex

p
ro

p
riated

 lan
d

 to
 p

ro
d

u
ce o

u
r o

w
n

 fo
o

d
, as 

a fo
rm

 o
f resistan

ce, to
 d

efen
d

 th
e lan

d
 fro

m
 b

ein
g

 

d
estro

y
ed

 an
d

 at th
e

 sam
e

 tim
e

 feed
 th

at resistan
ce

 w
ith

 

q
u

ality
 fo

o
d

s.

1
.

 T
h

e
 

F
ab

u
lo

u
s

 
L

ab
o

rato
ry

 
o

f
 

E
x

p
erim

en
ts

 
an

d
 

O
ccu

p
atio

n
s. 'F

léau
' in

 F
ren

ch
 (th

e
 "au

" is p
ro

n
o

u
n

ced
 "o

") 
also

 m
ean

s
 a

 p
lag

u
e

 o
r th

e
 h

an
d

le
 fo

r a
 to

o
l –

 an
 ax

e, a
 

sp
ad

e, etc.

2
. L

E
O

 is th
e

 n
am

e
 fo

r th
e

 m
o
to

rw
ay

 w
h

ich
 is d

u
e

 to
 b

e
 

b
u

ilt, co
n

n
ectin

g
 th

e
 A

7
 to

 M
arseille

 w
ith

 th
e

 A
9

 to
 

B
arcelo

n
a. T

h
is m

o
to

rw
ay

 is d
u

e
 to

 b
e
 b

u
ilt in

 4
 p

arts. T
h

e
 

seco
n

d
 
w

ill
 
d

estro
y

 
th

e
 
C

ity
's

 
G

reen
 
B

elt
 
–

 
th

e
 
last 

rem
ain

in
g

 farm
lan

d
 in

 A
v

ig
n

o
n

. In
 th

e
 lo

n
g

 term
 I w

ill 
b

eco
m

e
 a

 rin
g

 ro
ad

 fo
r
 th

e
 w

h
o

le
 city, su

rro
u

n
d

ed
 b

y
 

in
d

u
strial zo

n
es, sh

o
p

p
in

g
 cen

tres an
d

 h
o

u
sin

g
.

3
. T

h
e Z

A
D

 is a stru
g

g
le ag

ain
st an

 airp
o

rt in
 N

o
tre-D

am
es 

d
es L

an
d

es an
d

 th
e w

o
rld

 it rep
resen

ts. In
 F

ren
ch

, th
e letters 

stan
d

 fo
r Z

o
n

e
 T

o
 D

efen
d

. H
o

w
ev

er, to
d

ay
 th

ese
 letters 

stan
d

 fo
r m

u
ch

 m
o

re, an
d

 w
ith

in
 F

ran
ce th

ere are n
o

w
 m

an
y

 
Z

A
D

's b
ein

g
 created

.

T
h

e
 fact th

at m
em

b
ers o

f R
eclaim

 th
e
 F

ield
s w

ere
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 

in
 th

is p
lan

 w
as h

ard
ly

 an
 accid

en
t. W

e
 alread

y
 h

ad
 so

m
e

 

ex
p

erien
ces o

f su
ch

 actio
n

s fro
m

 p
rev

io
u

s o
ccu

p
atio

n
s su

ch
 

as 'L
e S

ab
o
t' o

n
 th

e th
e Z

A
D

 b
efo

re th
e ev

ictio
n

s. T
h

ere are
 

a
 n

u
m

b
er

 o
f

 o
th

er
 co

u
n

try
sid

e
 p

ro
jects

 w
e

 h
av

e
 also

 

p
articip

ated
 in

 sin
ce

 th
e

 ev
ictio

n
s, su

ch
 as

 th
e

 'Jard
in

 d
es 

M
araich

ers' (th
e

 H
o

rticu
ltu

rists
 G

ard
en

) in
 D

ijo
n

 am
o

n
g

st 

o
th

er lan
d

 o
ccu

p
atio

n
s w

h
ich

 h
av

e
 fo

rm
ed

 a
 k

ey
 strateg

y
: 

th
ey

 allo
w

 u
s to

 reclaim
 lan

d
 an

d
 to

o
ls fo

r p
ro

d
u

cin
g

 o
u

r 

o
w

n
 fo

o
d

. F
o

r th
is

 reaso
n

, it m
ad

e
 sen

se
 to

 p
articip

ate
 in

 

th
is p

articu
lar stru

g
g

le, n
o
t so

 m
u

ch
 b

ecau
se

 o
f th

e p
lace o

r 

th
e

 m
o
to

rw
ay

 w
h

ich
 is

 d
u

e
 to

 b
e

 b
u

ilt, b
u

t b
ecau

se
 th

e
 

farm
in

g
 
p

o
ten

tial
 
is

 
u

n
d

er
 
th

reat.
 W

e
 
th

o
u

g
h

t
 
o

f
 
th

e
 

p
o

ssib
ilities o

f th
is lan

d
 in

 term
s o

f fo
o

d
 p

ro
d

u
ctio

n
 an

d
 o

u
r 

d
esire to

 create a p
easan

t co
llectiv

e o
r v

ario
u

s co
llectiv

es in
 

th
is p

lace. W
e
 w

ere
 k

een
 to

 m
ak

e
 a

 lo
n

g
 term

 co
m

m
itm

en
t 

to
 th

is stru
g

g
le

 an
d

 o
th

ers if p
o

ssib
le, to

 resist an
d

 create
 

n
ew

 u
to

p
ias, as w

ell as w
o

rk
in

g
 to

w
ard

s a
 p

o
ssib

le
 rad

ical 

tran
sfo

rm
atio

n
 o

f w
id

er so
ciety.

The demo, the occupation and the camp
B

earin
g

 th
is in

 m
in

d
, w

e
 felt th

at w
e
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
id

e
 o

r lie
 

ab
o

u
t o

u
r p

lan
s, th

at w
e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e
 to

 b
e
 o

p
en

 ab
o

u
t o

u
r 

rad
ical in

ten
tio

n
s. W

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e

 to
 ex

p
lain

 q
u
ite

 clearly
 

w
h

y
 w

e
 w

an
ted

 to
 o

ccu
p

y
 th

is lan
d
: w

h
at w

e
 w

an
t to

 b
u
ild

, 

w
h

at w
e w

an
t to

 d
o

 an
d

 create, o
u

r d
esires an

d
 th

e reality
 o

f 

h
o

w
 th

in
g

s are, as w
ell as w

h
y

 w
e o

p
p

o
se th

e L
E

O
, n

o
t ju

st 

b
ecau

se it is a state p
ro

ject w
h

ich
 w

ill d
estro

y
 farm

lan
d

, b
u

t 

b
ecau

se o
f ev

ery
th

in
g

 a m
o
to

rw
ay

 rep
resen

ts - a m
o

to
rw

ay, 

an
 airp

o
rt, a

 h
ig

h
-sp

eed
 rail lin

k
, am

o
n

g
st o

th
er th

in
g

s. W
e

 

o
p

p
o

se
 co

n
su

m
er so

ciety
 an

d
 liv

in
g

 in
 th

e
 fast lan

e. W
e
 

o
p

p
o

se
 a

 so
ciety

 w
h

ere
 cities g

ro
w

 acco
rd

in
g

 to
 eco

n
o

m
ic

 

p
rin

cip
les

 an
d

 co
m

p
ete

 ag
ain

st
 o

n
e

 an
o

th
er, co

n
stan

tly
 

striv
in

g
 to

 sell th
em

selv
es

 as
 m

o
re

 attractiv
e

 sh
o

rt-term
 

in
v

estm
en

t o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities w
h

ile rep
ressin

g
 o

r o
p

p
ressin

g
 an

y
 

u
n

w
an

ted
 elem

en
ts w

ith
in

.

H
o

w
ev

er, g
iv

en
 A

v
ig

n
o

n
's

 so
m

ew
h

at
 lack

lu
stre

 activ
ist 

cu
ltu

re, it b
ecam

e clear th
at w

e w
o

u
ld

 req
u

ire a stro
n

g
 lev

el 

o
f su

p
p

o
rt fro

m
 lo

cal resid
en

ts
 an

d
 m

an
y

 p
eo

p
le

 o
n

 th
e
 

lan
d

.
 

F
o

r
 

th
is

 
reaso

n
,

 
w

e
 

d
ecid

ed
 

to
 

o
rg

an
ise

 
a
 

d
em

o
n

stratio
n

, fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 an
 o

ccu
p

atio
n

 an
d

 cam
p

 filled
 

w
ith

 d
iscu

ssio
n

, activ
ities an

d
 th

e
 p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f stay
in

g
 o

n
 

th
e lan

d
 afterw

ard
s to

 liv
e th

ere. W
e w

o
u

ld
 also

 o
ccu

p
y

 lan
d

 

to
 b

eg
in

 g
ro

w
in

g
 v

ario
u

s cro
p

s.

O
u

r ch
o

sen
 strateg

y
 w

as
 to

 w
o

rk
 to

w
ard

s
 o

rg
an

isin
g

 th
is 

cam
p

, to
 d

ev
elo

p
 a

 clear ex
p

lan
atio

n
 o

f w
h

y
 w

e
 are

 d
o

in
g

 

th
is, w

h
en

 an
d

 h
o

w
. W

e
 also

 w
an

ted
 to

 create
 a

 m
o

v
em

en
t 

cap
ab

le
 

o
f

 
d

efen
d

in
g

 
farm

lan
d

 
u

n
d

er
 

th
reat

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 

o
ccu

p
atio

n
,

 
in

 
a

 
creativ

e
 

an
d

 
ex

p
erim

en
tal

 
m

an
n

er. 

A
g
reein

g
 o

n
 th

e
 cen

tral g
o
al, w

e
 fo

llo
w

ed
 to

 th
e
 th

ird
 

q
u
estio

n
 so

 as to
 co

m
e b

ack
 to

 th
e actu

al issu
e o

f seed
s. 

B
asically

, w
e

 n
eed

 th
at m

o
re

 an
d

 m
o
re

 p
eo

p
le

 can
 g

et 

access
 to

 trad
itio

n
al v

arieties
 o

f seed
s
 to

 cu
ltiv

ate
 an

d
 

rep
ro

d
u
ce

 th
em

 au
to

n
o
m

o
u
sly

, w
ith

o
u
t d

ep
en

d
in

g
 o

n
 

th
e
 ag

rib
u
sin

ess. F
o
r th

at to
 h

ap
p
en

, w
e
 n

eed
 a

 g
reater 

in
v
o
lv

em
en

t o
f
 th

e
 acto

rs
 o

f
 sm

all p
easan

try
 in

 th
e
 

p
ro

cess
 o

f m
an

ag
in

g
 an

d
 d

istrib
u
tin

g
 th

eir o
w

n
 seed

s. 

R
eg

ard
in

g
 th

is
 m

atter, w
e

 lo
o
k

ed
 in

to
 th

e
 ex

istin
g

 

altern
ativ

es
 an

d
 w

ere
 ab

le
 to

 d
istin

g
u
ish

 tw
o

 m
ain

 

ty
p
es: 

T
h
e
 first o

n
e
 is b

ased
 o

n
 th

e
 p

o
ssib

ility
 to

 in
flu

en
ce

 th
e

 

co
n
fig

u
ratio

n
 o

f th
e law

s. In
d
eed

, m
an

y
 p

easan
ts can

 b
e
 

afraid
 to

 cu
ltiv

ate
 "illeg

al" p
lan

ts, an
d

 th
is restrain

s th
e
 

in
crease

 o
f th

e
 n

u
m

b
er o

f cu
ltiv

ated
 v

arieties. T
h
is w

ay
 

im
p
lies p

u
ttin

g
 p

ressu
re

 o
n

 p
o
litics an

d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s fo

r 

th
e ru

les to
 ch

an
g
e. T

h
is w

ay
 is th

e o
n
e ch

o
sen

 b
y

 m
an

y
 

o
rg

an
izatio

n
s

 th
at fig

h
t fo

r, am
o
n
g

 o
th

er
 th

in
g
s, th

e
 

reco
g
n
itio

n
 o

f th
e p

easan
t's rig

h
t to

 u
se th

eir o
w

n
 seed

s. 

B
u
t

 
th

is
 
lo

b
b
y

 
req

u
ires

 
b
eliev

in
g

 
th

at
 
th

o
se

 
w

h
o

 

au
th

o
rize

 to
d
ay

 th
e
 p

riv
atizatio

n
 o

f n
atu

ral reso
u
rces b

y
 

cap
italist co

m
p
an

ies
 w

ill to
m

o
rro

w
 g

iv
e

 th
e

 p
easan

ts 

th
e m

ean
s o

f a real au
to

n
o

m
y
.

F
acin

g
 a

 freed
o
m

-d
estru

ctin
g

 sy
stem

, th
e
 seco

n
d

 w
ay

 is 

to
 en

co
u
rag

e
 th

e
 p

eo
p
le

 w
h
o

 cu
ltiv

ate
 th

e
 lan

d
 to

 en
ter 

th
e

 resistan
ce, to

 n
o
t ex

p
ect fro

m
 th

e
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t an
 

en
co

u
rag

em
en

t
 

o
r

 
an

 
au

th
o
rizatio

n
 

to
 

start
 

self-

o
rg

an
izin

g
 th

e
 seed

s. T
h

is so
lu

tio
n

 im
p
licates risk

s; th
e
 

K
o
k
o
p
elli asso

ciatio
n

 in
 F

ran
ce

 fo
r ex

am
p
le

 h
as

 b
een

 

su
ed

 sev
eral tim

es. W
e n

ev
erth

eless are co
n
fid

en
t th

at it 

can
 
h
av

e
 
a

 
g
reater

 
im

p
act.

 
T

h
is

 
strateg

y
 
can

 
b
e
 

im
p
lem

en
ted

 
b
y

 
d
ifferen

t
 

co
n
crete

 
actio

n
s:

 
m

o
st 

im
p
o
rtan

tly
, th

e
 free

 cu
ltu

re
 an

d
 rep

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 o

f th
o
se

 

v
arieties,

 
b
u
t

 
also

 
th

eir
 
d
istrib

u
tio

n
 
(itin

eran
t

 
seed

 

b
an

k
s, ex

ch
an

g
e m

ark
ets, illeg

al sellin
g
, etc.), as w

ell as 

p
eer to

 p
eer ex

ch
an

g
es o

f k
n
o
w

led
g
e.

W
e

 w
ish

 h
ere

 to
 h

ig
h
lig

h
t th

e
 fact w

e
 d

o
n
't see

 th
o
se

 

tw
o

 w
ay

s
 as

 o
p
p
o
site, b

u
t rath

er
 as

 co
m

p
lem

en
tary

. 

B
ecau

se
 w

e liv
e in

 an
 im

p
erfect an

d
 co

m
p
lex

 w
o
rld

, w
e
 

o
ften

 h
av

e
 to

 ju
g
g
le

 w
ith

in
 o

u
r stru

g
g
les w

ith
 d

ifferen
t 

strateg
ies, an

d
 ty

p
es o

f actio
n
s fo

r w
e
 n

ev
er k

n
o
w

 w
h
at 

w
ill actu

ally
 b

e
 efficien

t in
 th

e
 en

d
. ..S

o
 far, it is clear 

th
at th

e
 self-o

rg
an

ized
 m

o
v
em

en
ts

 h
av

en
't b

een
 stro

n
g

 

en
o
u
g
h

 
to

 
restrain

 
o
r

 
sto

p
 

th
e

 
catalo

g
u
e-b

ased
 

co
n
serv

atio
n

 sy
stem

. H
o
w

ev
er it seem

ed
 im

p
o
rtan

t to
 u

s 

to
 in

sist o
n

 th
e im

p
o
rtan

ce o
f au

to
n
o
m

y
 an

d
 rejectio

n
 o

f 

th
e

 in
stitu

tio
n
s

 in
 th

is
 m

o
v
em

en
t, fo

r
 th

ey
 are

 id
eal 

o
b
jectiv

es
 th

at in
teg

rate
 p

erfectly
 in

 w
h
at co

u
ld

 b
e

 an
 

"R
T

F
 p

h
ilo

so
p
h
y
".

F
u
rth

erm
o
re,

 
w

e
 

are
 

co
n
cern

ed
 

th
at,

 
w

ith
 

th
e
 

reg
istratio

n
 

sy
stem

 
in

 
"altern

ativ
e

 
catalo

g
u
es",

 
th

e
 

cap
italist sy

stem
 is ju

st try
in

g
 to

 claim
 an

d
 in

teg
rate

 th
e

 

salv
atio

n
 
o
f

 
trad

itio
n
al

 
v
arieties

 
so

 
as

 
to

 
m

ak
e

 
it 

co
m

p
atib

le
 to

 its
 p

rin
cip

les. C
ertain

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
s

 fo
r 

th
e
 d

efen
se

 o
f b

io
d
iv

ersity
 h

av
e
 started

 to
 reg

ister th
eir 

v
arieties

 an
d

 to
 co

llab
o

rate
 w

ith
 th

e
 in

stitu
tio

n
s. T

h
is 

lead
s
 u

s
 to

 reaffirm
 th

at w
e

 w
ill n

o
t b

e
 satisfied

 b
y

 a
 

few
 v

arieties au
th

o
rized

 fo
r fo

lk
lo

re rev
iv

al, as n
o
stalg

ic
 

ico
n
s o

f th
e
 p

ast. W
e
 d

o
n
't w

an
t to

 tran
sfo

rm
 o

u
r field

s 

in
 m

u
seu

m
s o

f a lo
st b

io
d
iv

ersity
. W

e w
an

t to
 u

se th
ese

 

"free"
 v

arieties
 as

 a
 step

 to
w

ard
s
 au

to
n
o

m
y
, an

d
 as

 a
 

to
o
l o

f resistan
ce to

 th
e ex

istin
g
 sy

stem
. 

-S
eed

s w
o
rkin

g
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f R
tF

-
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Chalkidiki 
: Eldorado Gold's return 

  In northern G
reece, only a few

 kilom
eters 

aw
ay from

 Thessaloniki the country's second 
biggest city, state and police w

ork once again 
hand in hand in order to offer on platter the 
country's resources to capitalism

. It's again 
the story of a "big project" that is only good 
for the politicians' egos and som

e already 
very w

ealthy pockets, and certainly not for 
the ancient forest in place. O

pen-air gold 
m

ines that reek of arsenic and cyanide, but 
also w

ith the distinct sm
ell of, am

ong others, 
R

osia M
ontana an TA

V, have already started 
to w

reck the region. The fight has begun 
betw

een 
the 

opponents 
and 

the 
political 

pow
ers. The state's dogs have been let out, 

and here even m
ore often than elsew

here, 
they can't seem

 to stop biting.  
 The m

ining resources of the splendid region stuck 
betw

een m
ountains and sea have been estim

ated at 20 
billion Euros. The com

pany H
ellas G

old has been 
given the rights over the subsoil. It is a branch of the 
C

anadian com
pany Eldorado G

old w
hose stinking and 

bloody nam
e can be found in m

any sim
ilar cases all 

over 
the 

w
orld, 

including 
in 

R
osia 

M
ontana 

in 
R

om
ania. They w

ill in theory be able to see their 
dream

s com
e true: extracting 3100 tons of stone per 

hour, 
digging 

kilom
eters 

of 
underground 

galleries 
until under sea level, but m

ost im
portantly exploiting 

the region by extracting non-stop gold, lead, zinc, 
copper and silver. A

ll of this under the satisfied eye of 
the politicians and of the state that w

ill not get a dim
e 

in the operation. The m
ining law

s thus organize the 
looting in G

reece: no taxes are enforced on the m
ining 

com
panies and on their activities on the territory. 

W
hat a paradise... 

 This project is not new
, the m

ining potential of the 
region has been know

n since ancient tim
es. M

ines that 
had 

been 
violently 

contested 
in 

the 
1990' 

w
ere 

nevertheless 
w

orking 
ever 

since, 
and 

until 
the 

beginning of the 2000'. The com
pany that w

as then in 
charge deserted, abandoning on the fields the m

ines 
and its w

orkers. H
ellas G

old is precipitately created to 
take over, buy the m

ines and com
e up w

ith an even 
m

ore extravagant project. This project is blocked by 
local 

resistances 
and 

by 
legal 

and 
adm

inistrative 
procedures, 

until 
the 

"econom
ic 

crisis" 
kicks 

in, 
bringing w

ith it the Troïka that m
iraculously has 

approved the project of in June 2011. The project is 
thus validated and officially considered eco-friendly, 
thanks 

to 
a 

great 
num

ber 
of 

absurd 
"ecological 

com
pensation 

m
easures". 

Indeed, 
how

 
can 

w
e 

com
pensate the destruction of im

m
ense forests that w

e 
literally take aw

ay the ground from
? A

t this point, it is 
probably useful to m

ention that the com
pany expects 

to find betw
een 0.3g and 0.8g of gold in each ton of 

stone. G
old that w

ill only be used for speculation in 
stock m

arkets so as to enrich capitalism
. The people, 

w
e, don't need gold to survive, w

e need biodiversity! 
This project has so m

any things in com
m

on w
ith other 

deadly initiatives elsew
here in Europe: environm

ental 
disaster, financial advantages for a very few

 and 
nothing for local populations, corruption, and long 
term

 destruction of a region's biodiversity. A
nd m

ore 
than anything resistance and repression.  
 Facing 

this 
im

posed 
project 

and 
the 

num
erous 

concerns 
it 

brings 
along 

(contam
ination 

of 
groundw

ater, toxic dust, forest destruction, etc.), m
any 

locals entered resistance. The dem
onstrations and the 

attem
pts to occupy the land are frequent, and they 

system
atically face an escalating violent repression. 

Several dozens of opponents have been detained in 
inhum

an 
and 

illegal 
conditions, 

m
any 

of 
them

 
underw

ent torture. O
n February 17, 2013 a group of 

about 50 people entered a construction site, and set on 
fire all of the m

achines and constructions in place.  
The 

response 
from

 
the 

authorities 
w

as 
fast. 

The 
follow

ing day, 30 people w
ere taken from

 their hom
es 

and arrested. In the next days, dozens of people w
ere 

arrested and the police alm
ost system

atically forced 
them

 to give their D
N

A
. Ever since, m

any com
rades 

w
ere again arrested and charged, som

e are already in 
prison and w

ill rem
ain there until their trial, in several 

m
onths. Those are only a few

 exam
ples of the vast 

repressive m
achine set up in the region to bring dow

n 
and terrorize a w

hole population.  
 This project is the one of a Europe that can't seem

 to 
stop its liberalization and that w

ith the help of the 
Troïka, is now

 pushing G
reece ahead, tow

ards the 
precipice. G

reece w
as turned into a laboratory of 

extrem
e privatization, of a state only reduced to som

e 
kingly and repressive roles and of a liberalization that 
only know

s how
 to sell, buy and sell again, endlessly. 

Everything is reduced to figures, no global vision is 
presented, nothing m

atters anym
ore but a so called 

debt and its collection. H
ow

ever, in a country so close 
to 

im
plode, 

resistance 
is, 

in 
C

halkidiki 
and 

everyw
here, fertile!  

    This articles aim
s at being only a brief overview

 of the 
situation 

in 
the 

region, 
it 

w
asn't 

m
eant 

to 
be 

exhaustive. If you w
ish to read further, you can look at 

som
e of the follow

ing sources: the last edition of Z
 

[FR
], the inform

ation w
ebsite okeanew

s.fr [FR
], and 

the blog nouvelleshorslesm
urs.w

ordpress.com
  

 


